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Leadership Council Report, 15 May 2019
- Andrew Davis

EcoFest: Marcia Ellsworth: EcoFest Wichita 2019 was a tremendous day for our church and the community
as we were able to publicly share our belief that each person can make a positive difference in the future by
making changes, whether small or large, to secure the future of our planet.
This was First UU’s fifth year to host this event, and because of our enthusiastic volunteers and
participants, we think it was our best EcoFest yet. Even the weather cooperated, making it a perfect day to
fly kites and show off our building, garden, and commitment to the environment. Comments from visitors,
vendors and advocates were all very positive. We had over 50 volunteers, 14 activist groups with tables, 16
ecofriendly vendors, and 13 church booths and stations. We had about 400 visitors including our members,
approximately 300 of those from the community.
Proceeds from Ecofest Wichita 2019 totaled $3253.00. Half of these funds, $1,625.00, will be dedicated to our
church energy projects.
Partner Church: Debbie Wadman: Leta Zsolt, the minister of the partner church in Romania, has not
answered my email from 21 March. He had written earlier to ask about us meeting via videoconferencing,
but when I inquired further (how: Whatsapp? fb video?), he did not answer. We are still hoping to hear
from them.
Worship Committee: Anne Bailey, Susan Hund-Milne, Lara Pollock and Kay Davis: The Worship
Committee has decided to split up the work of the chairperson for the time being rather than choose one.
So far, this is working fine, and it is allowing us all to take an active role that respects our individual
limitations and other commitments. This month we have accomplished a great deal, including:
Giving 2 SoulMatters presenter orientations during which we were able to fill 23 of the 24 services
we had designated for SoulMatters services. Two presenters still need to claim their date(s), so we
may have more than the planned 24.
• Working with Bob Minor to tentatively schedule three speaking engagements through 2019-2020;
• Working with Lara Pollock to schedule sermons donated by her mother, Greta Crosby, which Lara
will deliver in a series we’re calling “Greta Speaks.”
• We have a few other dates we need to fill, but have a list of ideas which we will work on during the
month of June.
• Our goal is to have all 52 weeks (July ’19 through June ’20) mapped out and outside speakers
scheduled by the end of June.
At our May meeting we decided to purchase the full SoulMatters membership once again so that RE and
Small Group packets are available for Denise and the nursery and for Lynn, Mitch and Celestra as well.
•

Aesthetics Committee: Kay Davis (Coordinator): Aesthetics is working on scheduling new art exhibits.
Continued on page 4
Thank you to Marcia Ellsworth and Sharon Kniss for sending two artists our way during EcoFest. Both are
interested in having their own shows and are connected to artist groups that may be interested in scheduling
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other members for exhibits as well. We’d also like to hang exhibits of our own congregation members’
works if any are interested in sharing the art they produce or art pieces they collect. Seasonal decorations
will continue to be done for special dates, or as members of the group become inspired. Our next task will be
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June Anniversaries

- Anita Culp, Membership Committee

The following members joined First UU Church during the month
of June (with years of membership given). We celebrate your
membership and look forward to your continuing participation in
our church life: Andrew Davis (2), Kay Davis (2), Jayne Henry (2),
Stuart Boehmer (3), Sandy Roberts (6), Wendie Haynie-Crosby (10),
Amanda Diggs (13), Lori Young (17), and Jim Hammer (24).

Ripples

- Jana Rambo

The Caring Committee is the arm of the Church that acknowledges
events in our members’ and friends’ lives such as illness, surgeries,
and bereavements. We also acknowledge celebratory events such
as birthdays, weddings, births and graduations.
A wholehearted THANK YOU to Marcia Ellsworth and Vivian
Minshull-Ford for their excellent leadership in organizing First
UU’s fifth successful EcoFest!!
What touches one of us affects us all. In caring for one another, we
are cared for.

Pagan Circle Meeting
The Pagan Circle at First UU Church will meet at 7 p.m. on Saturday,
June 1. We will be talking about Aphrodite, Venus, and other goddesses
of love.
Snack foods and rhythm instruments always welcome. Feel free to call
Anne Bailey (316-650-4905) if you have questions about our gatherings.
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A Very Green Day Indeed
- Marcia Ellsworth and Vivien Minshull-Ford

Ecofest Wichita 2019 came and went in a flash, cleared away—mostly—by Monday. It’s hard to recall
now the bustle of that Sunday, the delicious smells coming from the kitchen and the coffee; the sound
of Indian flutes; the vendors selling baked goods, African violets, rhubarb jam, salad greens, and
recycled shopping bags. Children made newspaper origami hats, buttons, and crazy plastic art, or had
their faces painted. Outside the church there were the electric cars, kite flyers, and the eco-activists
speaking their minds in the green speakers’ tent, converting visitors to zero waste, water conservation,
vermiculture, or cleaning up our waterways. And, though we say it ourselves, all elements worked
together like magic: we feel we got it right.
It’s true there was plenty to worry about before E Day: the weather, the right mix of vendors and
activists, and, above all, whether we were totally crazy for putting EcoFest on a Sunday in the spring
instead of Saturday in the fall! EcoFest had always seemed to be about the growing season, and we had
a hunch that many vendors who frequent the Saturday farmers markets around town might still be
around on Sundays wanting to sell more, and we could also have plants for sale and gardening
techniques and activities.
While planning, we began by focusing our attention on the main reason for the existence of EcoFest—
the 7th Principle—by having a meeting of advocates who had done the event before, and new ones like
ICT Compost, to find out how they would best like to put across their message and what they would
like us to do for them. We learned things we could do to make EcoFest more about the environment,
including incorporating ICT composting in our disposal of kitchen waste during the event, and in the
future, too.
We also checked with the UUA to find out if other UU churches ever replaced the traditional Sunday
service with an event: one church congregation met for a short preamble on Martin Luther King Day,
and then dispersed for community service activities outside the church. Our 7th Principle alternative
ministry was a risky step, but it paid off as visitors, appreciative and open to new awareness, streamed
up the driveway until we closed. Visitors included five members of the Prairie UU Fellowship of
Hutchinson.
Our sponsors Radio Kansas and KMUW provided on-air promotion, and EcoFest would not have been
possible without the fifty or more wonderful UU volunteers who helped in so many ways before,
during, and after the event. At times Marcia and I were able to see the event as a well-oiled piece of
machinery, allowing us to actually enjoy our own party! EcoFest netted $3,300 (give or take) for the
church, of which $1,500 goes towards our goal of going off the grid.
Marcia and I should be forgiven for feeling “fair to middling proud.” It takes about six months of
intensive work, and through five EcoFests, we have ironed out problems, collected contacts, made
useful friends, and refined our green philosophy. At this high point, we now intend to retire from
EcoFesting, tend our gardens, read books, and paint pictures. We will miss the challenge, though, and
hope that the event will continue without us.

www.firstuu.net

3

In Touch

June 2019

Leadership Council report continued
Aesthetics Committee: Kay Davis (Coordinator): Aesthetics is working on
scheduling new art exhibits. Thank you to Marcia Ellsworth and Sharon Kniss
for sending two artists our way during EcoFest. Both are interested in having
their own shows and are connected to artist groups that may be interested in
scheduling other members for exhibits as well. We’d also like to hang exhibits
of our own congregation members’ works if any are interested in sharing the
art they produce or art pieces they collect. Seasonal decorations will continue
to be done for special dates, or as members of the group become inspired. Our
next task will be to clean, declutter, rearrange and decorate the minister’s
office so that worship presenters (especially those visiting) can have a quiet,
welcoming space to prepare prior to services. Anyone wanting to help with
any of the projects is welcome to join in as their time and interest permits.
Social Action Committee: Sharon Kniss: We have four initiatives we are
currently working on:
•

Next steps for UU Common Read: Justice on Earth—When will the
discussion take place? How will we encourage participation? How do
we raise awareness in the congregation (and beyond) to read the
book, with advanced notice?
• Next steps for Haiti support—Questions to be answered include: how
much $ have we given to Global Faith in Action, is the support for a
calendar year (Jan to Dec) or other timeframe, how much $ is in the
budget line-item that has been raised for this, how many students are
we currently supporting, and how many do we want to support, and
what are plans to help spread the congregation's interest (September
Sunday lunch? Has anyone asked the board about this?)?
• Next steps on expungement efforts—Any updates on what Wichita
expungement efforts will be for 2019? How do we want to continue
supporting this work/effort?
• Next steps for welcoming congregation efforts—I hope to meet with
Rachel about efforts the Committee on Ministry has done, and can
provide a written report for further discussion, likely tabled to June's
meeting.
Small Group Ministries: Lynn Kientz: The Small Group has been enjoying a
"small" growth spurt! Of late, we have normally had 4-5 members attending
usually. I feel that this is an exciting step toward growth in our group. Our
last few topics have been on Inner Peace and Questions. It seems as if all
enjoyed the topics. I look forward to more growth in the future.
Finance: Charles Merrifield: The Stewardship Campaign, as of this writing
on Monday, May 13, is almost to meet our goal for the campaign. Within a
few days, we will surpass it. The goal is $90,000, and we are at $89,220.
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Unitarian Universalist Association Principles
We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote:
∗ The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
∗ Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;
∗ Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;
∗ A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
∗ The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large;
∗ The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
∗ Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
(Adopted by the 1984 and 1985 General Assemblies)
Who's Who @ First UU
FIRST UU OFFICERS & BOARD OF TRUSTEES
President—Doug Wilson
President-Elect—Andrew Davis
Board of Trustees—Jana Rambo, Holger Meyer, Joe Lozano, Charlie King, Masud Chand, Jayne Henry, and Linda Jordan
Treasurer—Anne Bailey
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Adult RE—Frank Ruf
Aesthetics—TBD
Building & Grounds—TBD
Caring—LaRilla Combs and Jana Rambo
Chalice Lighters Ambassador—Bonnie Till
Children’s RE—TBD
Chalice Book Store—Joe Lozano
Communications—TBD
Custodian—Linda Jordan
EcoFest—Marcia Ellsworth and Vivien Minshull-Ford
Finance—Charles Merrifield
Financial Commitment—TBD
Fundraising—Marcia Ellsworth and Vivien Minshull-Ford
Green Sanctuary—Linda Jordan
Hospitality—TBD
Kitchen Mavens—TBD
Librarian—Nancy Milner
Marketing—TBA
Membership—Anne Bailey
Music—Jana Rambo
Partner Church—Debbie Wadman
Personnel—TBD
Program Development—TBD
Social Action—Sharon Kniss
UUA Denominational Liaison—Mike Diggs
Worship—TBD
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY
Rachel Rutledge, chair; LaRilla Combs, Charles Merrifield, Paula Peare, and Frank Ruf
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Jennifer Connelly, Charles Merrifield, and Nancy Milner
GROUP CONTACTS
Craft Group—Anita Culp
Digerati Buchgemeinshaft—Rolando Gomez
Eclectic Readers—Del Smith
Fourth Monday Movie Group—Del Smith
Garden Group—Anita Culp and Linda Jordon
Humanist Group—Charles Merrifield
Occasional Book Club—TBA
Pagan Group—Anne Bailey, Linda Jordan, and Paula Peare
Zen Friends of Wichita—Bob Feleppa and Vivien Minshull-Ford
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Services in June
- Kay Davis

The Worship Committee is pleased to bring you a variety of presentations in June, most featuring
members of our own UU family. This month we’ll explore the challenges of refugee families
settling in Wichita, and the political, social, and cultural benefits of world travel; rational
gratitude; the sources of hope found in our UU history; and the beauty and benefits of art for
achieving spiritual growth and social transformation.
June 2: Guest speaker Kendra Allison, of St Francis Migration Ministries, will share her
experiences as a liaison helping settle refugee families in Wichita. She will describe the process of
integration including developing employable skills, housing, education, and cultural exposure.
She will also describe heartfelt stories of the universal bonds that transcend borders and country of
origin.
June 9: Andrew Davis will present “Guiltless Gratitude,” exploring how Unitarian Universalism
encourages gratitude without indebtedness, so that UUs can embrace a rational path of
responsible irrational guilt and shame.
June 16: On June 16th in celebration for father figures and other keepers of hope, Dania Laubach
will present UU Congregation of Quad Cities UU Pastor Jay Wolin's "A House of Hope." Wolin’s
sermon explores the sources of hope through a celebration of UU historical figures: “Hope comes
from looking back and knowing we are on that arc… Hope comes from looking forward and
knowing can we harness the collective power of [the community around us]… Hope comes from
knowing we can change, and grow.”
June 23: For the June 23 service, Anne Bailey will explore the question of why we should support
the arts. The following quote from Robert L. Lynch, president of Americans for the Arts, speaks to
this issue: "The arts empower. The arts give a voice to the voiceless. The arts help transform
American communities and, as I often say, the result can be a better child, a better town, a better
nation and certainly a better world. Let's champion our arts action heroes, emulate them, and
make our communities everything we want them to be."
Finally, on June 30, Bonnie Till and Lara Pollock are delighted to share an overview of their travels
to China. They will describe their experiences with the politics, the people, and the culture—a
truly life-changing journey which they are eager to share with their UU community.
The committee is pleased that we have almost finished scheduling speakers for the next twelve months, but
we still welcome help in completing our tasks for each service. Committee members take turns selecting
readings and hymns for each service, as well as typing up the service leader scripts and orders of service. If
you enjoy working with others to create diverse services to meet the many spiritual paths of our
congregation, please consider joining us. Current members are Anne Bailey, Lara Pollock, Susan HundMilne and Kay Davis.
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RE Corner

- Denise Jackson-Simon

We are wrapping up the "church year" and our study of the seven
principles, and gearing up for summer. This is when wonderful
congregation members volunteer their time and talents to lead a
lesson on a Sunday in summer. It has always been an enriching and
fun time for the kids and the adults as they share their hobbies and
interests. We have several slots left, so don't be shy. It is a
wonderful opportunity for an inter-generational experience.
Hope to see you this summer. It's much more fun when U are
there!

Music Committee Appeal
- Jana Rambo

The Music Committee continues to work to improve the musical
life of the church. In April, we enjoyed again the music and humor
of Roy Zimmerman.
Unfortunately for the Committee, Corey has had to resign due to
work responsibilities. We really need more members! You don't
have to know a lot about music, just be willing to help and learn
about the needs we have and the options for meeting them.

Game Night!
Announcing games and snacks at the church! Join us on Saturday,
June 15, 6:30 p.m., at First UU.
We will have lots of games to play. If you bring your favorite game,
we would love to play it with you. Got croquet? Or lawn darts?
Please bring a snack to share.
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Board of Trustees May Meeting Agenda
Following is the First UU Board of Trustees May 15, 2019, meeting agenda. If you would like more
information about agenda items, you may refer to the minutes, which are usually kept on file in the church
library.
"Never confuse a single defeat with a final defeat." - F. Scott Fitzgerald

Call to order
Check in
Agenda review
April minutes review
Reports:
1. Treasurer's report
2. President Elect's report
3. President's report
Continuing issues:
1 Ministerial Care and possible care review crew
2. Paying non ministers for Church services
3. Copier?
Emerging matters:
1. LIGHTNING STRIKE!!
2. Congregation scammers
3. As may arise
Adjournment
Sharon Kniss and
Charlie King having
too much fun at
EcoFest 2019, or too
much kabocha
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First Unitarian
Universalist Church
7202 E. 21st St. N.
Wichita, KS 67206
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Eclectic Book Group
In all the years we have been reading together, we have not talked about any of the many books
and stories by Vladimir Nabokov. The closest we came was Reading Lolita in Tehran. So, for
June we are asking participants to select any short story or novella by Nabokov, or even a book
about him, and come prepared to offer a brief review, telling us what you liked and disliked
and/or what you learned about the author.
We will meet at 11:30 on June 21 for brown bag lunch with discussion to follow at noon.
Questions? Call Anne Bailey (316-650-4905).
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