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Founded 1887

Transitioning

- Corey Swertfager, President

In this universe, change is inevitable—whether
it be the Galactic Shift, political upheaval,
relational transformation, or growing old. By
accepting and embracing change, we can
transition ourselves and our community into a
space of greater strength, resilience, and poise.
Margi Ault-Duell, who for more than a year
served stupendously as First UU Social Justice
Coordinator, accepted a full-time position at La
Casa de la Semilla (The Seed House) and
resigned from her position at First UU. Though
that leaves a big hole, Margi assures us that she
will still be active at First UU—I guess the place
has kinda grown on her, as she has on us. This
is an opportunity for several of us to step up to
plan and execute a plethora of social justice
strategies. Come help us transition with power
at our next Social Action Group meeting after
Sunday service on March 19!
At the end of our last fiscal year in June, First
UU was about $20,000 in the hole. With
advanced pledge payments and unpledged
donations, we were able to cover those backexpenses. To help pay our employees, we've
virtually depleted the restricted donation
provided by the Brewer family. Lately,
incoming pledge payments and Sunday service
plate donations have been covering our
employees' salaries, but we have struggled to
pay the mortgage and other expenses.
Another Jumble Sale coming up in April will
Continued on page 2
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Social Action Report

- Margi Ault-Duell, Social Action Coordinator

Building the Beloved Community: Building
the Beloved Community Conference is an
annual gathering on social justice hosted by the
Kansas Unitarian Universalist congregations.
Our most recent conference happened on
Saturday, February 4, at the UU Fellowship of
Lawrence, and was attended by Unitarian
Universalists and friends from across the state
(including several from First UU Wichita). The
focus of this year’s conference was on
grounding our social action in spirituality and
identity, and on developing new strategies for
action. This conference also serves to strengthen
the connections between our UU congregations
across Kansas and open opportunities for us to
take action together on social issues. Stay tuned
for ways you can become involved in planning,
supporting, and participating in statewide UU
activities, including the next conference in 2018!
UU Common Read 2017: The Forward
Together Movement originating in North
Carolina has inspired people across the U.S. to
build multi-issue coalitions together, bringing
the voices of the people into the halls of
political power. Here in Kansas the coalition
emerging from the efforts of several
organizations and faith communities is called
the Kansas People’s Agenda (KPA), and many
Unitarian Universalists have been active in that
group! KPA draws wisdom from the writing of
Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II, a leader of the
Forward Together Movement. Kansas UU
congregations will be reading his book, The
Continued on page 4
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Transitioning, continued
reduce some of our maintenance debt. And a lively stewardship
campaign will ensure we have a budget for our next fiscal year to
keep First UU thriving. Now is a great time to catch up on pledge
payments. Donations beyond pledges are most welcome. Stayed
tuned for details about our Adopt-a-Bill program, which will give
people the opportunity to adopt and pay a specific bill, ranging from small
items such as Western Imaging ($27.50) to more ambitious ones such as
our monthly mortgage ($2,300).
With the steady—and sometimes steep—decline in pledges the last several
years, First UU can no longer rely on pledges alone. We need creative
ways to procure cash and to modify our budget as needed. Debra Clements
has offered enticing ideas to help bring about fiscal continuity and growing
our congregation, such as setting aside money in savings and building
maintenance accounts, investing in church promotions and grounds
upkeep, and even the possibility of selling a portion of our property, which
would bring in cash as well as save us future expenses related to that
portion of land. This idea could spur a "Save Del's Hill" fundraising
campaign!
I am thrilled that Debra and others are coming up with fresh ideas to keep
First UU growing as a compassionate, justice-seeking community, and I
welcome more input from all of you.
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Welcome, New Member!
Joe Lozano: My wife and I moved to Wichita about 5 years ago from
Culver City, California, for family reasons. I work at Wesley as a
medical interpreter, since 2012, and I find it very rewarding. Other
interests include books, jazz, travel, and, oh yes, I am going to learn
to play the keyboard someday!
I came to First UU a few months ago—this was before the events of
last November—seeking a sort of fellowship that I felt lacking since
leaving California, and I am very grateful for the cordial welcome I
have been afforded by all of you. My hope is to engage and grow
with and through the congregation that all of you have so obviously
fostered. Thank you for welcoming me.
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What Makes First UU First UU?
- Del Smith

“What makes you happy?” Susan Hund-Milne posed that question during an interactive service in January.
Most answers received smiles and nods of agreement, but applause broke out when Anita Culp said, “The
opportunity to sing with a choir at church!”
At the time, our nascent choir had only performed once, singing Carol Denning’s arrangement of “What a
Wonderful World.”

Jana Rambo, Music Committee Chairperson, reminds us that congregants who recalled when we had an
active choir have long wished for it to be revitalized. “We have taken the beginning steps,” she said,
“largely due to the energy and inspiration of our dedicated pianist, Carol Denning. She is putting her
background in music education and performance to good use with us. The expanded music program also
provides opportunities for those who are musically inclined to be of service in shared ministry.”

Continued on page 7
www.firstuu.net
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Social Action Report, continued
Third Reconstruction, this year as a Common Read, and will have
opportunities to discuss together throughout the year. Please join
us in reading The Third Reconstruction. Limited copies are
available for sale at First UU, and one copy belongs to our First
UU library collection.
Social Action Committee Meetings are moving! Our monthly
Social Action Committee meetings are moving to 12:20 p.m. on
the third Sunday of the month, after services. This change in
schedule is intended to make meetings more accessible for more
folks, and all are welcome to attend! You are encouraged to bring
your own lunch or some food to share with others. If you need
childcare at First UU during the meeting, please contact Margi at
socialaction@firstuu.net.

Inquirer Class
- Bonnie Till

Interested in learning more about First UU of Wichita? Want to
learn more about the UU denomination? Considering becoming
a member of First UU? New or old member and want to learn
more? Then, an Inquirer Class is for you.
Our next class will be at First UU from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on
Saturday, April 1.
First UU 101, History of our Church and Denomination, begins
at 9:30. We will break for a lunch, provided by the church. First
UU 102, Meaning of Membership, begins at noon.
To register for this class, please contact Bonnie Till, 722-8208 or
bect@cox.net.
Need child care? Let Bonnie know at least 3 days prior to class.

www.firstuu.net
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Unitarian Universalist Association Principles

We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote:
∗ The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
∗ Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;
∗ Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;
∗ A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
∗ The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large;
∗ The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
∗ Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
(Adopted by the 1984 and 1985 General Assemblies)
Who's Who @ First UU
FIRST UU OFFICERS & BOARD OF TRUSTEES
President—Corey Swertfager
President-Elect—Holly Terrill
Board of Trustees—Mike Diggs, Nancy Milner, Kathleen McGee, Bonnie Till, Anne Welsbacher, Jana Rambo, and Doug Wilson
Treasurer—Charles Merrifield
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Adult RE—Frank Ruf
Aesthetics—TBD
Building & Grounds—TBD
Caring—LaRilla Combs and Jana Rambo
Chalice Lighters Ambassador—Bonnie Till
Children’s RE—Wendy Haynie-Coxby
Chalice Book Store—Nancy Milner
Communications—Anne Welsbacher
Custodian—Durell Gilmore
EcoFest—Marcia Ellsworth and Vivien Minshull-Ford
Ethical Eating—TBD
Finance—Charles Merrifield
Financial Commitment—TBD
Fundraising—TBD
Green Sanctuary—Linda Jordan and Ned Lakin
Hospitality—TBD
Kitchen Mavens—TBD
Librarian—Nancy Milner
Membership—Bonnie Till
Music—Jana Rambo
Partner Church—Betty Hensley and Debbie Wadman
Personnel—TBD
Social Action—Margi Ault-Duell
UUA Denominational Liaison—Mike Diggs
Worship—Anne Welsbacher
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY
Charles Merrifield, chair; LaRilla Combs, Linda Jordan, Sandy Roberts, Rachel Rutledge, Frank Ruf, and Rev. David Carter, ex offico
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Susan Hund-Milne, Linda Jordan, and Del Smith

GROUP CONTACTS
Craft Night—Anita Culp
Digerati Buchgemeinshaft—Rolando Gomez
Eclectic Readers—Del Smith
Fourth Monday Movie Group—TBA
Fourth Monday Writers Group—Amy Geyer
Garden Group—Anita Culp and Linda Jordon
Humanist Group—Charles Merrifield
Occasional Book Club—Amy Geyer
Pagan Group—Anne Bailey and Kathy Hull
Zen Friends of Wichita—Bob Feleppa and Vivien Minshull-Ford
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What Makes First UU, First UU?, continued
Elaine Edens sang with the once active choir (in the Fairmount location). Her joy in the new choir is
evident: “I just love to sing!” Another member of the current choir, Dave Lombard, has dreams and
aspirations for the choir. Dave expects to see a choir of 16 to 24 members in the future, with more or less
equal numbers of sopranos, altos, tenors, and basses. He believes that “this will happen if we emphasize
enjoyment of singing with others and minimize the difficulty of learning multiple part harmony. If you
can carry a tune, you can contribute.”
Holger Meyer, typical of the congregation, remarks that “singing at First UU unites us all in a common
activity during the services. I enjoy it.” The congregation’s vote at the Mid-Year Meeting to include pay for
a choir director in the 2017-18 church year is an endorsement of the importance of music to First UU.
The music program is not limited to Sunday mornings. Anne Bailey, who is a member of the Music
Committee and sings in the choir, quotes Tom James, musician and friend to many at First UU: “[Music]
passes like light through our spirits. It leaves behind the aroma of joy and justice and freedom, the way
you can just catch the faintest smell of a fresh tomato in the first-turned earth of spring.” And that, Anne
says, “is what music brings to First UU, whether at our concerts or in the choir which is just beginning and
which has much promise.”
Rev. David Carter welcomes the revitalization of our music program: “Music lifts the worship service into
bursts of color, expressing emotions and feelings which only music is able to convey. The mere spoken
word, no matter how eloquent, cannot transport us into that dimension.” Rev. Carter occasionally bursts
into song from the pulpit. He integrated song into his sermon, not only as soloist but also by leading
congregational singing on Sunday, February 12. Reliable sources say—and definitely hope—that on some
occasions his voice will be heard in the choir.
What does it take in the way of musicianship to join the choir? According to Carol Denning, “An
unused voice is like a nice flute laying in an unopened case in the closet. It may be able to play perfectly
well, even though it is not an expensive instrument and there may be a need for a slight adjustment in the
action. Isn't the human body like a musical instrument? With breath, strings, vocal cords, diaphragm, and
ears, we are born to sing. Say a vowel and hold it for a few seconds. You’re singing. Put that vowel at
another place on your vocal cord and hold it. You’ve changed pitches. Voila, you’re ready for the choir!”

Music Committee Notes
- Jana Rambo

The Music Committee is gearing up for the choir's next performance in March. We will be practicing at
10:00 a.m. on Sundays. We could still use more choir members as well as more people on the Music
Committee; if you are interested, please see me at church or call me at 686-4215.

www.firstuu.net
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RE Corner

- Denise Jackson-Simon

It isn't difficult for us to find something to celebrate. As we continue
to explore holidays and holy days of the major religions, since our
New Year's Burning Bowl, we have celebrated the Chinese New
Year, the Buddhist Lantern Fest, and the pagan's Imbolc. We learn a
little bit about each one while engaging in the activities...a little
seriousness and a lot of fun. And, of course, we get to try some
interesting foods! Coming up, we'll have an introduction to Islam.
We will also celebrate Holi, the Hindus Spring Festival of Colors
and of the Spring Equinox.
Our teens have taken on the task of filling and delivering our Bags
of Blessings. They, too, are looking at the main tenants of Buddhism
and Islam.
We enjoy having your children in our classes. Please consider
sending them more often. It's always much more fun when they are
there!

www.firstuu.net
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Celebrations and Concerns
- Jana Rambo, Caring Committee

The Caring Committee is the arm of the church that reaches out to those experiencing illness,
bereavement, or other crises, as well as celebrations such as graduations and birthdays. On behalf
of the congregation, we send appropriate cards, and coordinate assistance from the congregation
such as provision of meals, light housework or yardwork, transportation, and hospital visits.
Congratulations to Margi and Hugo on their recent marriage. We wish you many blessings in your
life together.
Thanks to everyone who has offered to help T.J. Edmonds in preparing his house for his return
home. He is back in Wichita, staying with friends until he is able to be on his own.
In caring for one another, we are cared for.

Newcomer Dinners
- Nancy Milner

Beginning in March, Nancy Milner will host a monthly dinner where church newcomers can meet
existing church members. The dinners will be limited to eight people, four new and four
established. Dinners will be at 6:30 p.m. on the last Friday of the month. Nancy and established
members will provide the food. If you are interested in attending a dinner, please e-mail Nancy:
nmilner@aol.com. The membership committee will provide the names of newcomers.

St. Patrick’s Day Party
The UU Holiday Party Group invites you to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with a delicious potluck
dinner on Saturday, March 11. Bring your favorite dish to share, and we will eat a great dinner and
play games. Gather at 5:30, and dine at 6 at the First UU Church. Don’t forget to wear green!
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Eclectic Readers

11:30 am, Friday, March 17: Myla Goldberg's Bee Season is about an ordinary 5th-grade girl whose
life is transformed when she wins the school's annual spelling bee. Eliza is the daughter of
intellectuals, but she has been considered among those “sad-sack C students who never get picked
for Student of the Week and never get chased by boys at recess.” This first novel explores class,
linguistics, and religious extremism, and is described as a “dispassionate, fervidly intelligent
book.” Both Dwight Garner and Christopher Lehmann-Haupt of the New York Times give the book
high marks. Bring a brown bag lunch, enjoy conversation, and join a spirited discussion about the
novel. Del Smith, 316-612-0826.

Digerati Buchgemeinschaft
Come join the Digerati! We are an online book club. We are wrapping up reading George Orwill, 1984 for
February. Join us to choose a book for March. Discussions will take place at Goodreads. You can join us at
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/177877-digerati-buchgemeinschaft . Contact Rolando Gomez,
shadoe7@mac.com, for questions on how to join.
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