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All Hands on Deck!

Help Needed!
EcoFest 2017 Wish List

- Corey Swertfager, President

All hands on deck! This command concisely
compels us to take quick, collective action. It evokes
urgency. It calls upon us to wake up and take up
every means necessary to batten down the hatches,
to weather the storm, to right this ship. This ship is
First UU. The storm is the swirling mass of hatred,
greed, intolerance, and indifference. The hatches are
our spiritual, inspirational, physical, and financial
support systems.
All hands on deck! That’s what we are calling this
year’s stewardship drive. Stewardship. We take
pride in being good stewards—of our Mother Earth,
of each other’s well being, of the programs that
fortify our unity and build the beloved community,
of the safe physical, emotional, and spiritual space
that we offer to all our fellow travelers. Drive. With
clear vision and fierce determination, we steer this
ship on seas both calm and stormy, guided by the
bright light of undying love and fueled by
courageous compassion and ever-growing gratitude.

- Marcia Ellsworth

EcoFest has had three successful years because
of the generous team spirit of our
congregational volunteers. It takes all of us!
Some volunteer positions require a significant
amount of time and commitment while others
need only a few hours on the day of the event.
Someone asked the other day how they could
help with EcoFest this year. To answer this
question, we decided to put together a list of
needs.
•

One of the most important jobs during
EcoFest is getting the word out. Our very
talented communications team (Annie
Welsbacher, Del Smith, and Jack Regehr)
has the challenge of getting the word out
all year around, but especially during the
months leading up to EcoFest. If you
have experience and enjoy creating
graphics; navigating the world of social
media, advertising, or web pages;
hanging posters in the community;
writing press releases; or distributing
yard signs, let one of the
communications team know. This could
be a few hours or an ongoing
commitment. There is even a place for
someone who is comfortable in front of a
camera to do a short TV or radio spot!

•

In the months leading up to EcoFest, we
need help finding vendors that actively

All hands on deck! That’s what we’re calling out to
each and every one who gathers strength through
our UU Principles, who value the great opportunities
that First UU unleashes, who strive to make our
world a kinder, more inclusive and joyful place. To
keep this ship smoothly sailing, it takes physical
hands to do the work, spiritual hands to grow our
capacity to love, and financial hands to support and
energize our people, programs, premises, and
promises. Many hands make light work. All hands
on deck!
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Ermalee Skillman

- Sherry Skillwoman and Stephanie Skillman

First UU lost a longtime member when Ermalee (Bonar) Skillman
passed away on February 25, 2017. She was born in Stratford, Texas,
in 1925 to pharmacists Lee Ellen and C. Russell Bonar. She is
survived by her children Sherry Skillwoman and Stephanie, and her
grandchild Sasha Sawhill. She was preceded in death by her child
Shelley, and by sisters Kathryn Brock and Lucille Lyons. Ermalee
retired from the State of Kansas Job Service. She was dedicated to
social justice and support of the fine arts. Celebration of Life (dropin visit friends/family, share stories and memories) is Tuesday,
March 28, 11-4, at Mid-America All-Indian Center (MAAIC), 650 N.
Seneca, Wichita. Donation or gifts to First UU, MAAIC, or local fine
arts or social justice groups would honor her memory. Thank you to
Rev. Carter and the Caring Committee for their support during a
difficult time. Ermalee’s full obituary is online at the Jackson
Mortuary website.

Afternoon Chamber Music April 23
- Carol Neighbor

The next Chamber Music Concert of First UU's Chamber Music
Series will be on Sunday, April 23, at 3:00.
We are fortunate to welcome the new flute instructor at WSU and
new principal flutist with the Wichita Symphony Orchestra,
Carmen Leomoine. She will be playing flute duets with Chastity
Pawloski. Chastity, the symphony piccolo player, has performed in
our series twice before. Violist Pedro Oviedo will perform Johannes
Brahm's "Trio in A Minor for Viola, Cello, and Piano" with WSU's
Op. 111. Pedro, a WSU student from Paraguay, gave his senior viola
recital at our church this past autumn. He will be joined by other
Op. 111 members: Maria Begacheva, cellist, and Patrick Orr, pianist.
We are honored again to welcome the symphony's assistant concert
master, violinist, Evgeny Zvonnikov. He will perform "Partita No. 3
in E Major" by J. S. Bach.
Following these beautiful chamber music pieces, The Greater
Sedgwick Klezmer Orchestra will play some Klez, a vibrant Jewish
music from the Yiddish Tradition.
A delightful afternoon of beautifully performed music is promised.
All are invited to this concert, so do plan to attend. There will be a
reception. A donation of $10 is suggested.
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Minister’s Musings: The Power of Teamwork
- Rev. David Carter

“All hands on deck!” Well, it’s that time of year again, so once more we are dedicating ourselves to
stewardship and fundraising. But this year we face a greater challenge than usual because we
recently lost several members who, for decades, gave generously to the church. We dearly miss
our now departed friends, Ermalee Skillman, Dick Welsbacher, David Brewer, Jo Gardenhire, and
Nona Ponder. Let us carry on as they each did, giving generously, each of us according to our
means and in the spirit of great love for this great church.
But how will we keep up and expand the high level of our social justice activities? How will we
encourage our dedicated staff? How will we preserve and enhance our uniquely progressive
presence in Wichita as a dynamic and influential educational, cultural, and spiritual resource, a
forward-thinking church community of compassionate souls who welcome all comers?
We need look no further than to the geese. In their teamwork, these avians value, encourage,
respect, and assist each other, one for all and all for one. When they migrate, these high flyers
generally travel hundreds or even thousands of miles in a V-shaped chevron pattern. By flapping
its wings, the lead bird creates an updraft that lifts and assists those who follow. Likewise, those
following, by flapping their wings, extend and enhance that dynamic lift, and so every member is
benefitted by the synergy of a host of dynamically flapping wings! In fact, 71% more progress is
achieved than if each attempted the journey on its own. Imagine increasing your monthly income
by 71%! And imagine if you benefitted yourself greatly by learning the art of benefitting others!
Well, that’s precisely what these waterfowl in chevron flight can teach us.
But there’s more! The lead bird, when fatigued, falls back and allows another member of the flock
to take the leadership position. The retired leader, sheltered by the communal updraft, is
rejuvenated! But there’s more! Since all the “followers” are followers only sometime and all the
“leaders” are leaders only sometime, consider this: followers decorate the sky with loud honks
meant to applaud and encourage the lead bird. What a thrill for the leader! And by supporting the
lead player in its temporary role, the team players are all swept along in the updraft of that lead
player’s sacrifice. So the arduous task of leadership benefits the leader, filling him or her with a
sense of accomplishment, and affording an opportunity to say, “I love you all,” a reward in itself.
Finally, if any bird falls from formation, two members of the flock will follow it to the ground to
see to its healing and recovery, or to assist it in its transition to a new life. If the fallen bird recovers
its strength, the three set out again to join the flock. If the fallen bird dies, the two companions bid
farewell to their departed friend and return to the skies to seek their cohort.
Such levels of practical synergy pay off exponentially. In these times, we must be birds of a feather
flocking together for Love’s sake, for God’s sake, and for Truth and Beauty’s sake. All hands on
deck!

www.firstuu.net
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Help Needed! Ecofest 2017 Wishlist , continued
support sustainability, and sponsors who are interested in
promoting green living with funding or in-kind donations.
•

We also need volunteers to organize and help with our own
UU booths. Our booths include antiques and collectibles, bake
sale, books, crafts, fair trade, plants, raffle, and recycled
clothing. On the two days before our event, festival set up help
is needed. In addition, bakers are needed for our bake sale, and
cooks to make soups for Saturday’s lunch.

•

On the day of EcoFest, greeters, booth workers, traffic
monitors, and kitchen helpers are needed. This is the day that
the largest number of volunteers is required. If you can spare a
few hours on September 23 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., let
LaRilla Combs, our volunteer coordinator, know. It is not too
early to get your name on the list!

“It takes a village” may be an overused phrase, but it certainly applies
to EcoFest, our major fundraiser of the year. Everyone working
together helps to promote our church and our values to the
community at large. Also, working together helps support the vitality
of interpersonal bonds within the congregation. Please look over the
areas listed above where help is needed, and let us know where you
can volunteer. I guarantee that the time you spend will not only be fun
but also a worthwhile way for you to make a difference for our church
and for our planet.

Inquirer Class
- Bonnie Till

Interested in learning more about First UU of Wichita? Want to learn
more about the UU denomination? Considering becoming a member of
First UU? New or old member and want to learn more? Then, an
Inquirer Class is for you.

Male Voices, the Local
Music Scene, and You
- Jana Rambo, Music Committee

If you attended the Humor
Sunday service on March 5,
you heard the choir perform
“Let's Call the Whole Thing
Off.” Our next performance
will be in May, with practices
before church on the Sundays
in April. We continue to need
more choir members,
especially male voices.
The Music Committee and
Worship Committee will start
meeting quarterly to be sure
we have good communication
about music for the services.
We are also considering how
we can attract musicians who
want to give concerts but need
a venue. If you have contacts
in the local music scene and
can help us with this, please
let me know.
As with the choir, the Music
Committee could use more
members. If music is your
passion and you are looking
for a way to serve the church,
please consider joining us.

Our next class will be at First UU from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on
Saturday, April 1.
First UU 101, History of our Church and Denomination, begins at
9:30. We will break for a lunch, provided by the church. First UU 102,
Meaning of Membership, begins at noon.
To register for this class, please contact Bonnie Till, 722-8208 or
bect@cox.net.
Need child care? Let Bonnie know at least 3 days prior to class.

www.firstuu.net
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What Makes First UU First UU
- Del Smith

We “celebrate life through the arts” and “serve the larger community through social action and active
promotion of the arts” (First UU Vision and Mission Statements*).
The urgency of the times often thrusts social action to the forefront, but here at 7202 East 21st Street North,
Wichita, we have long valued the arts. Or as Rev. Tom Owen-Towle puts it in Blazing Theology (Chalice
Press, 2011): “Full employment of both our left and right brains is required to fan our flaming chalice.”
Suzanne Miller, a poet who is a relative newcomer to UUism notes, “Breath is the root meaning of ‘spirit’;
every breath is new. Creative artists connect elements in new ways, an activity that standardized religion
may not welcome, so I appreciate that openness to newness is a UU standard.”
Sometimes our community outreach/social justice concerns and creative endeavors mesh perfectly. Witness
our mural, “Respect for the interdependent web of all being.” The March art exhibit featured fine art by
Hermine Greywald and Mary Erickson, with proceeds from Mary’s sales supporting our adopted Haitian
students. Our major fundraiser, EcoFest, includes a curated art exhibit, with repurposed, recycled, and
reimagined materials featured.
Annie Welsbacher, who grew up in this church, highlights some of our rich history in celebrating the arts:
“My mother, Betty, played a key role in the heyday of First UU’s choir, conducting it through the 70s and
80s and then leading the children’s choir in the 90s. People might not remember that our roots dig deeper.
She inherited the choir that Eunice Boardman founded in the 1960s. I distinctly remember Lila Arnold in a
legendary performance of How Green Was My Valley which rivaled in terms of vocal talent any production
you might have heard at Music Theatre. DeeDee Jordan was also a member of that choir.
“That was more than a half century ago. How is that possible? And yet, that represents only about one-third
of our church’s history and only a piece of our arts resume. Carol Neighbor has brought us chamber music
of the highest caliber for nearly two decades. Anne Bailey, with the jovial aid of our late, great David
Brewer, has brought a steady stream of concerts to us and the wider community.
“And quite recently, we bask in the spontaneous artistic spasms of poets contributing to our newsletter,
singers like Durell Gilmore bursting forth in our services, and our own Rev. David Carter offering poems in
the newsletter and our Sunday offerings.
“First UU’s artistic legacy is to be truly cherished. It has shaped me and my family. And whether you know
it or not, it has shaped you, because the arts—and the people they reveal—are at the spine of who we are:
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Wichita.”
Amen, Annie, Amen!
*It is our vision: To be a growing, inclusive, vital congregation that encourages shared values amidst differing beliefs
and nurtures creative exploration of intellectual and spiritual paths; To be a visible community leader that promotes
human equity and compassion, and celebrates life through the arts. Our mission, consistent with Unitarian
Universalist principles, is to provide a joyful, safe, healing environment where diversity is embraced. We will inspire
and uplift the whole person through enriching programs and services for all ages, and serve the larger community
through social action and active promotion of the arts.

www.firstuu.net
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Worship Committee Updates
- Annie Welsbacher

The worship committee includes Anne Bailey, David Carter, Susan Hund-Milne, Roxanne McKenzie, Jana
Rambo, and me, Annie Welsbacher (chair). Several of us are recent recruits, so our conversations have
included lots of new ideas, suggestions, and questions. Our different perspectives and preferences are, I
believe, creating positive energy and viewpoints, and we hope to put forward some of our ideas—as well as
others from congregation members—in upcoming services. We encourage feedback. Reach me at
awelsbacher@gmail.com or 316-201-6921.
Beginning with the March 26 service: Announcements: The service leader will speak announcements early
in the service. Any attendee wishing to have a church-related announcement made should contact the service
leader prior to 11 a.m. Sunday morning—or even better, can call or email me with the announcement earlier
in the week. I’ll make sure that week’s service leader receives it by Sunday morning. Joys and Sorrows:
This cherished portion of our service conveys the pleasures and losses of individuals who together comprise
our beloved spiritual community. The service leader will be empowered to ensure that messages read at this
time remain thus focused; topics submitted that are not appropriate for this portion of our service will not be
read. We, along with other church committees, continue to discuss other possibilities for communicating the
topically wide-ranging messages of and to our members and friends. Post-service lunch: Adrian’s will be the
official lunch spot for those wishing to go to lunch after church. The service leader will announce this every
week along with indicating those members planning to go. Of course, the gang that gathers might wish to
choose another restaurant on a given week.
In addition, April services will feature little lagniappes (although, alas, not pastries or peppers or other New
Orleans delectables): throughout the month, members will speak briefly about their personal relationships
with First UU and why our church matters to them. Their testimonies are part of this year’s Stewardship
Drive—All Hands on Deck! Now more than ever, our church needs your support, and our community needs
our church. We know that their words will inspire you to give generously.
Thank you for all you do for and with First UU, Sundays and every day.

RE Corner
- Denise Jackson-Simon

Happy springtime, though today feels like winter decided to show up. If the forecast is accurate, by the
time you read this, it will feel like summer. Oh Kansas! Enjoy the variety!
This month we have had several celebrations as part of our study of Holy Days and Holidays. We
celebrated the Pagan Imbolc Sabbat, the Buddhist Lantern Fest, Mardi Gras, and the Hindu Festival of
Colors, Holi. With each of these, through books, videos, stories, and activities, we learned more about the
religious or non-religious group associated with them. Our intention with this curriculum is to familiarize
the children with the five main religions, teaching the basic principles of each, and showing the similarities
and differences. They are discovering we are more alike than different. Celebrations are a fun way to
explore this. Of course, food is generally a part of any celebration, and they love that!
We will be doing a quick look at Islam before we explore Christianity during the Easter season.
It's always great to see you at church. Remember, it's much more fun when YOU are there!

www.firstuu.net
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April Jumble Sale

UU Summer Camp
- Anita Culp

On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, April 20, 21, and 22, First UU is
once more having a Jumble Sale (alias Rummage, Garage, or Bring
and Buy Sale!) to help raise funds for church expenses. Our doors
will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday and Friday, and from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday.
Spring cleaning? Got stuff you don’t use, but it’s too good to throw
away? Then we have just the place for it. Thanks to the
overwhelming generosity of many church members, we already
have sellable items. We can, of course, use more donations of books;
clean, reusable clothing; household and kitchen items; toys; art; or
furniture. These can be delivered to the church, starting Sunday,
April 16.
We also need helpers to collect, sort, and price donations on
Wednesday, April 19, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and to help with the
sale Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. At last year’s fall jumble sale,
our “sales” team was the best, and we thoroughly enjoyed
hobnobbing with the Wichita garage sale visitors.
If you would like to be part of our jumble sale, either with time or
donations, please call Marcia Ellsworth, at 208-3083, or Vivien
Minshull-Ford, 683-9295.

Caring Committee
- LaRilla Combs

The Caring Committee is the arm of the Church that acknowledges events
in our members’ and friends’ lives such as illness, surgeries, and
bereavements. We also acknowledge celebratory events such as birthdays,
weddings, births and graduations.

Consider joining fellow
UUs this summer, July 2-8,
2017, in the Missouri
Ozarks at the annual
Midwest Unitarian
Universalist Summer
Assembly (MUUSA). The
weeklong camp offers
many workshops and
activities for families,
couples, and singles of all
ages. This year Reverend
Marlin Lavanhar will lead
the daily Morning
Celebration service on this
year’s theme: “A Summer
of Love.”
Come gather in the
beautiful forests and
rolling hills of the Missouri
Ozarks at YMCA Trout
Lodge, where you can
connect with old friends,
make new ones, and
participate in a wide
variety of activities.
Registration is open now.
Get all the details at
https://www.muusa.org/
, or see the brochure on the
church bulletin board.

We thought you’d like to know: Congratulations and best wishes to
Amanda Diggs who is moving to Emporia to work in the position of
Reader’s Advisor, a new position with Talking Books, a service of the
Kansas State Library system.
What touches one of us affects us all. In caring for one another we are
cared for.

www.firstuu.net
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Dyngus Day: Bears, Buckets, Dolls, Feasts, and Sticks
Please help the UU Holiday Party Group celebrate Dyngus Day on Saturday, April 22, at First UU
Church. We will gather at 5:30 and dine at 6.
Dyngus Day has been observed by Catholics in Europe at least since the 14th century, and may
very well date back to pagan times. It is celebrated today by Polish-Americans in Buffalo, New
York; Cleveland, Ohio; and South Bend, Indiana. If you want to know more about the drenching,
the blessing of the pussy willow, the corn doll, or the bear, read all about it on Wikipedia. At the
following link, read about the fable of the origin of pussy willow:
http://polishplate.com/articles/dyngus-day,1.html (“According to Polish legend, many springs
ago, baby kittens fell into a raging river while chasing butterflies….”)
Please join us for great conversation, yummy food, and games. If you bring yourself and any
covered dish, we will welcome you with open arms. If you are looking for guidance or feel
ambitious, traditional Dyngus Day foods include Kielbasa, pierogi, and bigos stew. For more
Polish dishes and recipes, you may wish to check out http://polishplate.com/recipes/.

Green Sanctuary Update
- Linda Jordan

Are you alarmed about the current lack of national and state leadership toward dealing with
climate change? So is the Green Sanctuary Team. Instead of getting frustrated and angry, or sinking
into despair, we are going to keep taking positive action at First UU to be part of the solution. Our
church has a long history of commitment to environmental justice. Our desire to get Green
Sanctuary accreditation from the national UUA grows from there.
Over the past few months, we have completed a preliminary assessment of our congregation’s
strengths and accomplishments in four main areas: environmental justice, worship and celebration,
religious education for adults and youth, as well as sustainable living. This process will help us
work smarter as we build upon our strengths.
The Green Sanctuary team just completed a multi-session workshop called "Our Place in the Web
of Life." Since we at First UU can't save the world by ourselves, the workshop helped us see what
our role is, positive and otherwise, in environmental justice both locally and globally. We have
identified possible actions we can take, and we are now ready to design and implement action
plans toward Green Sanctuary certification.
The team meets on the third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. in the church library. All members of
the team are requested to be present for the May meeting so that we can develop our action plans.
Anyone who wants to join us or who has ideas for things First UU can accomplish in six to nine
months is welcome. Now is a really good time. Workshop members, please return completed
workshop evaluations to Linda Jordan. For further information, contact me at 316-512-6652 or
ljordan50@cox.net.
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Eclectic Readers

11:30 a.m., Friday, April 21: The Education of Henry Adams is an autobiography that records the
struggle of Bostonian Henry Adams (1838–1918) in his later years to come to terms with the
dawning 20th century, so different from the world of his youth. It is also a sharp critique of 19thcentury educational theory and practice. In 1907, Adams began privately circulating copies of the
book as a limited edition printed at his own expense. Commercial publication of the book had to
await its author's 1918 death, whereupon it won the 1919 Pulitzer Prize. The Modern Library
placed it first in a list of the top 100 English-language nonfiction books of the 20th century. Join us
for a brownbag lunch and lively discussion led by group member Jane Ray. Contact: Del Smith,
316-612-0826.
.

Digerati Buchgemeinschaft

Come join the Digerati! We are an online book club. For April we are reading Neil Gaiman’s new book,
Norse Mythology. Discussions will take place at Goodreads. You can join us at
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/177877-digerati-buchgemeinschaft . Contact Rolando Gomez,
shadoe7@mac.com, for questions on how to join.
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