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President’s Report

Pledge Drive Shortfall

- Vivien Minshull-Ford

- Vivien Minshull-Ford

Margi Ault-Duell is setting up a more solid
team of volunteers to work on social action
projects. She has requested approval for a
banner to be hung on the south side of our
church building; it will promote “Black Lives
Matter” and will be painted by First UU
congregants with assistance from the Seed
House. A survey, to be distributed at the
annual congregational meeting, should identify
congregants’ social action priorities.
Over the April/May period, sermons have
included talks by two candidates for Share the
Plate 2016-17 recipient, Trust Women and
Circles. Rev. Carter presented a further chapter
in his series of notable Unitarians on the late
actor/philanthropist Paul Newman on 24th
April, and Sunday 15th May was the Flower
Communion service with historic origins. Some
thoughtful person provided flowers for those
congregants (like me) who had forgotten to
bring their flower. The service also included a
tribute to Denise Jackson-Simon and her
children’s religious exploration program and
the ways children have been able to help other
people through awareness of the Principles.
The service music has been improving in leaps
and bounds over the past month and a half in
the hands of Carol Denning and Jana Rambo.
Roxanne Kellogg sang country music one
Sunday, and on Mother’s Day, Carol sang a
moving number about learning music from
one’s mother. In addition, two members of the
WSU Helianthus Quartet

Hooray! Our pledge drive was over Sunday 21st
May, and we have $117,000! This is wonderful,
but still a shortfall of $20,000. Our deadline for
commitment to staff salaries and other expenses
is now. This is not about ordinary maintenance,
cleaning supplies, or electric bills because this is
not just an ordinary building. We are going out
on a limb for the values we stand for and what
we can do for the community. Please
enthusiastically support our church so that we
can raise an extra $10,000, come up with that
extra ten percent—or if you haven’t pledged
yet, please make your commitment—so that
First Unitarian Universalist can be all that it
should be.
Since our pledge drive has fallen short of its
goal, not disastrously, but enough to limit our
goals for next year, we are also brainstorming
about creative fundraising. We already have
plans for concerts and a garage sale in July. We
are also looking for brilliant ideas for
fundraisers you may have been part of or seen
in action at a church, neighborhood association,
or other organization. Just bring such an idea to
our attention, let us know how it works, and
we’ll take it from there. Please call Vivien at
316-683-9295 or Corey at 316-201-6921.

Continued on page 4
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Welcome, New Member
Roxanne McKenzie: I’m very pleased to be a new member of the
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Wichita and am looking
forward to getting involved in our community. I attended the UU
Fellowship of Winston Salem, NC, for over a decade prior to
relocating to Kansas in April of 2015 with my husband, John. It’s
going to take me a while but I will learn your faces and names in the
coming months and look forward to calling you all friends.

Minister: Rev. David Carter
minister@firstuu.net
(316) 684-3481
Wed.: 3 PM – 6 PM
President: Vivien MinshullFord
Office Manger:
officemanager@firstuu.net
(316) 684-3481
Anita Culp
Mon., Tue., & Fri.: 9:30am –
2:00pm
Wed. & Thr.: 1:00 – 5:00pm
Director of Religious
Exploration:
Denise Jackson-Simon
simontrio@aol.com
(316) 644-2022
Webmaster: Jack Regehr
web@firstuu.net
Newsletter Staff
Copy Editor: Suzanne Miller
millerbuchhorn@gmail.com
Layout Editor:
Rolando Gomez
shadoe7@mac.com
The deadline for In Touch
and for the monthly calendar
is the third Wednesday of
each month.
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RE Corner
- Denise Jackson-Simon

We've just wrapped up our year's curriculums: Love Surrounds Us;
Harry and UU; and The Fifth Dimension. With the Harry Potter
lessons, we were able to implement several community service
projects which included:
• Fighting Illiteracy: Book collection to be donated to USD
259’s children in need
• Fighting Hunger: Donated food to our church’s food pantry
• Fighting Poverty: Made scarves that were included in our
warm clothing donation
• Fighting Sickness: Collected money for Wichita’s Ronald
McDonald House
• Fighting Animal Cruelty: Held a contest for favorite pet and
money raised was given to the Humane Society
• Fighting Environmental Issues: Created and sold Monarch
Butterfly info packets and donated proceeds to church
garden fund. Plants were purchased for church garden.
We are ready to dive into our summer Sundays which will be led by
congregation members. We have an exciting line-up ranging from
Dance and Art to field trips. Help us put the YOU in UU by
participating in these intergenerational experiences. Remember, it's
much more fun when you are there!
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2016-2017 Congregational Study Action Issue:
Criminalization of People of Color
- Margi Ault-Duell

The U.S. incarcerates more people per capita than any other country in the world, according to data
collected by the Prison Policy Institute. We incarcerate people at a rate approximately five times
higher than most other countries, even though our crime rates are comparable to other nations of
similar economic and political structures. Why do we spend so much money on imprisoning people
compared to other nations? Who truly benefits from our system of mass incarceration? Who is
harmed? Why do we incarcerate people of color at much higher rates than white people?
Our current system of mass incarceration and criminalization continues many of the legacies of
historical slavery and Jim Crow laws, which target black and brown folks in ways that protect and
maintain white privilege. This system damages the lives of incarcerated people, their families, and
their communities with tremendous social and economic impacts on their ability to survive. How
can we understand and change this racist and classist system? How could our country’s justice
system truly reflect our values?
Throughout the 2016-17 year, we’ll be engaging these and other questions as we study the issues
surrounding mass incarceration and criminalization of people of color. By learning, reflecting, and
taking action, we can contribute to a movement that seeks true justice and equity. We can
participate in the national conversation about racial and economic justice within our criminal
justice system, and work to change our nation’s addiction to imprisoning its people.
How will we learn about these issues?
● Participating in the UUA’s Common Read for 2016: Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson
● Sermons/Presentations from Rev. Carter and local leaders involved in these issues
● Hosting a Teach-In (open to the community)
● Letter-writing and visitation to folks incarcerated or detained in Kansas
● Film screenings and discussions
● Participating in local and state efforts to create policy changes
● Accompanying folks in our community facing systemic barriers of criminalization
● Workshops and reflection activities on race, class, and privilege
You can purchase your copy of Just Mercy through the UUA’s online bookstore. A purchase of five
or more copies gets a discount rate, so see me after Sunday services (or email me) before June 20 if
you would like to order together. You can learn more about these activities by attending our
monthly Social Action meetings from 7-8:30 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of the month. You can
also contact me at socialaction@firstuu.net or by phone at (520) 396-0633.
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President’s Report, continued

played during First Sunday Lunch. The quartet presented their
farewell concert the following evening at First UU.
On May 7th, Progressives in the Park took place. Margi AultDuell, Del Smith, Kent Rowe, and Jennifer Connelly joined many
other like-minded people in West Douglas Park when “Keep It
in the Ground” rally, sponsored by the Kansas Blue Revolution
and Climate Justice Wichita 350.org, emerged as a growing,
multi-faceted event. Margi organized a table promoting EcoFest
and the work that First UU is launching on decriminalization.
Green Sanctuary has new co-chairs in Ned Lakin and Linda
Jordan; it will be meeting 19th May. Already members of the GS
committee, Ned and Linda took over from Andrew Beers, who is
busy being interim minister to the Hutchinson UU Fellowship.
We have been communicating with UUA about what it takes to
achieve Green Sanctuary which blends social action with
environmental action.
Invitations are being sent out to vendors for EcoFest Wichita
2016, and we have received some favorable replies. Jack Regehr
and Andrew Beers have provided links to the website and online
Paypal options for payment. Marcia Ellsworth and I have made
contact with several promising new vendors and advocates, and
there was an EcoFest meeting on Friday 20th to work on
promotion and planning.

Report from Music Committee Chair
- Jana Rambo

The Music Committee meets the first Monday of the month at
7:00 p.m. at the church. Currently, we have four members: Ned
Lakin, Anne Bailey, Carol Denning, and myself. We also meet
briefly each Sunday at 10:40 around the piano to sing through
the hymns for that day's service. This seems to be helping our
congregational singing, and we need more people to participate!
We'd be glad to welcome anyone who would like to join us
Sundays or at our monthly meetings.
We are in the process of locating easy-to-learn new songs that fit
with our UU principles, as well as finding performers from
outside the church to join us in our services. If you have ideas for
either of these, please let us know.
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2:00p Movie Group
6:30p Writers Group
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9:45a Adult Relig Explor
11:00a Worship Service
11:00a Children’s RE
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We Are Family
- Vivien Minshull-Ford

Hutchinson has a free-thinking liberal corner which has been drowned out by the prevailing
Kansas government voice—just up the road, First UU has “a little brother” church, the newly
revived Prairie Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, located at 1809 E 30th Avenue. The church was
founded as Prairie Universalist Church of Hutchinson in 1881 when it was home to many
prominent Hutchinson people. Since then, it faded in and out of existence until 1961 when it
returned as First Unitarian Universalist Church of Hutchinson. In the late 70s, when the church
was a Unitarian discussion group, the thread stretched thin but was never broken.
In 2009, the church re-formed as the Prairie Unitarian Universalist Church, and last year the thirtymember congregation reached out to Rev. Sarah Oglesby-Dunegan of Topeka Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship for help in becoming a viable church. She contacted our church member
Andrew Beers, a former Lutheran minister, who has had plenty of experience in “doing church.”
Andrew’s overall goal is to establish the core identity of the church and “market it out.” He now
gives three sermons a month in Hutchinson and is involved in many church building activities,
from spiritual development to landscaping. This weekend, Andrew is taking up his design for a
new 8 x 6 ft. sign for the recently renovated ADA compliant building, formerly a house. The
congregation is small enough that he can “give them homework.” Currently he has congregation
members writing their own eulogies (“What do you want to be remembered for?”) as well as a
eulogy for the church.
Andrew says that when the weather is fine, the congregation numbers about ten, while a rainy
day brings in the greatest number, a rural church attendance curiosity. Currently, every member
of the congregation is on every committee; there are no by-laws, Roberts Rules of Order, or even a
full-functioning kitchen; every one pitches in for fundraising, maintenance, and planning the
future: the next project is creating a parking lot with pavers and grass. The congregation, not
unlike ours, consists of liberal Christians, atheists, pagans, Wiccans, Hindus, and Buddhists. The
message of the church is “Share Your Story, Join Our Journey.”
The Fellowship sees itself as “independent but still family, with First UU of Wichita as its big
brother.” Prairie UU of Hutchinson has plans for outreach, social action, and visiting us for
workshops or special events. You can check out the church online: the service is at 11:00 with
fellowship time with popcorn and treats at 10:30, and we are welcome to visit. Frankly, I feel
proud just being able to write this article.
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Minister’s Musings – Ergo Poetry
- Rev. David Carter

Perhaps my readers wonder why my Minister's Musings lately have consisted of poems, in lieu of
expository meditations of topical concern. Why have I chosen, for example, not to reflect on Black Lives
Matter, or on the enormous income disparity that exacerbates the divide which privileges an elite,
obscenely rich few, and establishes a plutocracy worlds apart from the great majority, many of whom
struggle simply to survive?
Call it my anti-Utopianism, if you like, but please, dear readers, understand this: I am painfully aware of
what is going on in our world. You may like to follow the links at the end of this paragraph—but only if
you have a strong stomach and are prepared to work at recovery from the rage and/or sadness likely to be
aroused. If you so choose, you may better understand exactly what I'd had more than enough of being
reminded of, and what exactly it was I was reacting to when I decided to “change the channel” to the arts,
for a while. https://www.facebook.com/bravenewfilms/videos/10152745098707016/
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/crime/police-pepper-spray-woman-left-naked-jail-hours-lawyerarticle-1.1828409
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/06/12/tabitha-gentry_n_5488397.html
Of course, I care deeply about righting injustices. And as a church, we are doing a lot. Outrageously unjust
income disparity, and its unsubtle takeover of America's governance, chops at the very root of American
democracy—government of the people, by the people, and for the people. Moreover, systems deliberately
intended to impoverish masses of people, coupled with the patent criminalization of poverty, disgraces our
oft-flouted ideals of “liberty, justice, and freedom for all.” I have in the past and I will continue to call out
instances and institutions of evil. And I am working with our Social Action Coordinator, Margi Ault-Duell
to change things here on the ground in Wichita. It is a prime duty of the ministry.
But another prime duty of the ministry has compelled me of late—the restoration of hope! I feel the call to
lift up and protect healthy ways of being! I am inspired by and choose to lift up life affirming visions that
change the game itself, and which restore goodness to its place of pride in the honor roll of human being!
So, here is what motivated me to “change the channel.”
Dr. Silvan Tompkins developed an influential “affect” theory that addresses maximizing human potential,
and which has become intimately connected with applied restorative practices for transforming the world.
The interested reader may visit the Tompkins Institute to consider Dr. Tompkins scientifically based
breakthrough insights: http://www.tomkins.org/what-tomkins-said/introduction/nine-affects-present-atbirth-combine-to-form-emotion-mood-and-personality/
According to Tompkins, individual and social advancement is best served when people learn to choose
positive “affect” over and against fixation in negative “affect.” Consistently choosing to inhabit the positive
affects available to human beings makes for progressive life, functionality, and success. Contrarily,
choosing or unconsciously allowing oneself to remain in negative “affect” debilitates health and
effectiveness.
The arts—music, visual and plastic arts, literary arts, theater and dance—these have redemptive value
when they situate people in positive affect, and such has been acknowledged and celebrated through the
ages. Ergo, the poems.
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It’s Easy Being Green
- Bonnie Till

EcoFest Wichita will be October 8, 2016. Mark your calendar now
and plan to participate. Yes, the name of the event has been altered
slightly. What was EcoFest is now EcoFest Wichita.
Planning for EcoFest Wichita has already started. It will be much the
same as last year with, but not necessarily limited to, vendors,
educators, lunch, plant sale, and bake sale. Of course, any new
idea(s) you may have to make this event more exciting and
successful are very welcome. We need participation by the entire
church to put the fun in this fundraising event. Part of the fun is all
of us working together to make it the most successful ever.
If you would like to help with EcoFest Wichita, want to have a
booth, or have an idea for a sponsor, vendor, or educator, please
contact Marcia Ellsworth at mjelsworth@aol.com.

Caring Committee
- LaRilla Combs

The Caring Committee is the arm of the Church that acknowledges
events in our members’ and friends’ lives such as illness, surgeries,
and bereavements. We also acknowledge celebratory events such as
birthdays, weddings, and graduations.

Save the Date!
Roy Zimmerman Concert
—3 p.m., Sunday, July 10

Please keep Mary Erickson in your thoughts and prayers as she was
scheduled for surgery. We are wishing her a speedy recovery.
Our Best Wishes for our 2016 Graduates!
Amanda Diggs graduated with a M.S. in History from WSU.
Brett Pollock graduated from Rose Hill High School.
Anna Jenney graduated from Northeast Magnet High School.
What touches one of us affects us all. In caring for one another, we
are cared for.

www.firstuu.net
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Two Poems by Delphine Smith

Travelin’ Well

Summer, 1942

I have a friend who travels well—
She listens as long as she talks—
and that’s saying a lot.

A child trudges the dusty, graded road
Wishing for an unexpected something.

Once I was in a fit
(started in Kansas, ended in L.A.)
Of putting words in special order—
which gave me leave to call it poetry.
Remarking upon my spell, she called attention
To my habit of doing wordthings when all is
well
with what I acknowledge of the world.
And I agreed.
Some years later
I play with words and think—
How splendid to have a friend
Who travels well.
ca. 1984-85?

This road knifes to the horizon
Cutting farm and pastureland into manageable
sections.
No surprises
No twists
No turns
Just predictable intersections.
No sidetrails to tempt the imagination
But barbed parallels painful to the careless
trespasser.
Hedgerows march alongside.
Shelterbelts stand in orderly formation.
Measured
Careful
Logical
No bending
No swaying
No arguing.
No use to wonder what’s ahead.
All is visible.
A swallow swoops to feast upon a gnat swarm.
Eyes lift to follow its upward flight.
She smiles….
1998/2016

9

In Touch

June 2016

First Unitarian
Universalist Church
7202 E. 21st St. N.
Wichita, KS 67206
www.firstuu.net

Eclectic Readers
11:30 am, Friday, June 17: Our discussion will focus on the Impressionist art movement. Choose a book
about the movement or an artist who was part of the Impressionist scene and come prepared to talk about
your choice. Brown bag lunch at 11:30. Discussion generally starts around 12 noon.
July: We're going on hiatus. Back on the third Friday in August!

Digerati Buchgemeinschaft
Come join the Digerati! We are an online book club. We are talking about our June Book now. Discussions
will take place at Goodreads. You can join us at https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/177877digerati-buchgemeinschaft

The Occasional Book Club
The Occasional Book Group is reading The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. This is a story about
love and friendship, loneliness and loss as experienced by a young prince who fell to earth. The novella is the
fourth most translated book in the world. We will gather at 1:00 on Saturday, June 25, in the church library
for discussion and fellowship—all are welcome!
www.firstuu.net
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