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President’s Report
- Vivien Minshull-Ford

On April 10, the Adult Religious Education
group, headed by Frank Ruf, started a set of
sixteen lectures examining the writings of
Plato. The famous quote “All philosophy is but
a footnote to Plato, exemplifies that he is the
necessary starting point for any study of
Western philosophy.
The Partner Church dinner on March 19 netted
$1,700 for the Transylvanian Unitarian Church
in Homorod Szentpal. Guests enjoyed
Transylvanian, Romanian, and Hungarian
dishes and wine; the dinner was followed by a
live auction of art, crafts, cheesecakes, and
services including dinners, special fruit pies,
and babysitting. Debbie Wadman, Anne
Bailey, Debra Clements, Holger Meyer, Bonnie
Till, Doug Wilson, Elizabeth Crawford, and
Nancy Milner all pitched in to make the
evening a huge success.
Charles Merrifield and I went to Topeka for a
protest rally on April 2 in the State Legislature
with members of the Kansas Coalition for a
Gun-Free Campus, Kansas Unitarian
Universalist churches, and Rabbi Moti Rieber of
Kansas Interfaith Action. Representatives from
KU and KSU also took part.
The Occasional Book Club met on April 9 to
discuss Uncle Tom’s Cabin, best-selling novel of
the 19th Century, only outsold by the Bible.
Rolando Gomez’ online book club on
Goodreads is currently reading Harper Lee’s
Go Set a Watchman, and digital club member
Del Smith reports that the
Continued on page 4
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Calls to Action
- Margi Ault-Duell

Calling all writers for social justice! If you enjoy
writing and would be willing to write once or
often for First UU’s blog, let me know! I have a
schedule of topics to keep our blog active with
frequent social action posts, and I’m looking for
a variety of voices to illuminate these social
justice themes. You can write once or you can
write regularly, depending on your interest and
availability. I’ll provide you with writing
guidelines and deadlines, and connect you to
information sources as needed.
In July we will launch a Social Action Study on
the themes of mass incarceration and
criminalization of People of Color. We will
weave together wisdom from local and national
sources, prioritizing the voices and experiences
of people directly targeted by these issues.
Through workshops and presentations, actions,
reflections, and a book study (Just Mercy by
Bryan Stevenson), we will dig into the ways
that our criminal justice system perpetuates the
new Jim Crow realities faced by People of Color
in the U.S. We will partner with other groups
and congregations to make this an enriching,
challenging dialogue within and between our
communities. If you want to participate in
planning or facilitating any activities in this
series, come to our Social Action meetings from
7-8:30 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of the
month (upcoming May 25). You can also
contact me directly at socialaction@firstuu.net
or by phone at (520) 396-0633.
Topeka Action: Mother’s
Day March for Reducing

Continued on page 2
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Gun Violence
Marchers will meet at 2:30 p.m. at Temple Beth Sholom (4200 SW
Munson Ave) and walk to the amphitheater at Gage Park (arriving
at approximately 3 p.m.) where we will be remembering victims of
homicide in Topeka during the past year and supporting the work
of reducing gun violence being done by multiple organizations in
Kansas. This event is sponsored by Topeka Center for Peace and
Justice, Kansas Interfaith Action, Kansas Coalition for a Gun Free
Campus, Heeding God's Call KS, Topekans Against Gun Violence,
the Brady Campaign, and multiple faith organizations. For more
information or to volunteer, please call Topeka Center for Peace and
Justice at 785-232-4388.

The newsletter of the First
Unitarian Universalist
Church of Wichita is
published monthly.
www.firstuu.net
Member
Unitarian Universalist
Association
Minister: Rev. David Carter
minister@firstuu.net
(316) 684-3481
President: Vivien MinshullFord
Office Manger:
officemanager@firstuu.net
(316) 684-3481
Anita Culp
Mon., Tue.
2:00pm

Fri.: 9:30am

–

Wed & Thr: 1:00 – 5:00pm

Public Relations / Promotion Coordinator Job Open
- Vivien Minshull-Ford

EcoFest Wichita 2016, our green-living festival, will take place on
Saturday, October 8. Currently we are urgently in need of an energetic
public relations/promotion coordinator. Del Smith, who retired as Director
of Communications last year, has information stored on every promotion
source she used for EcoFest over the last two years, so you wouldn’t have
to reinvent the wheel. Marcia Ellsworth and I also have all the information
available.

Director of Religious
Exploration:
Denise Jackson-Simon
simontrio@aol.com
(316) 644-2022

Of course, new opportunities for publicizing our event will emerge as the
year progresses. What we need is someone to coordinate a schedule of
deadlines, working closely with us as we line up vendors, advocates, and
other parts of the festival.

Webmaster: Jack Regehr
web@firstuu.net

If publicity, press releases, radio and TV promotion, and advertising are
your bent, please contact Vivien Minshull-Ford, 683-9295 or
vminshull@yahoo.com, or Co-Chair Marcia Ellsworth, 208-3083,
mjelsworth@aol.com.

Newsletter Staff
Copy Editor: Suzanne Miller
millerbuchhorn@gmail.com
Layout Editor:
Rolando Gomez
shadoe7@mac.com
The deadline for In Touch
and for the monthly calendar
is the third Wednesday of
each month.

www.firstuu.net
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Next Inquirer’s Class for New and Prospective Members
Want to learn more about the UU denomination?
Interested in learning more about First UU of Wichita?
Considering becoming a member of First UU? Then, an
Inquirer’s Class is for you.
The next class is from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday,
May 21, and begins with First UU 101, Introduction:
History of Our Church and Denomination. There is a
break for lunch (provided by the church). First UU 102,
Joining: Meaning of Membership, begins at
approximately 12:30.
Please contact Bonnie Till to register for this class: 7228208 or bect@cox.net. Need child care? Let Bonnie
know at least 3 days prior to class.

Treasurer's Report
- Anne Bailey

Fiscal year to date—as of April 20, 2015:
Income
$155,385.74
Expenses
$164,729.10
Net Loss
$ -9,343.36
This is a small improvement from last month, but we are still in the red. We are keeping the bills
paid, but there is no reserve for emergencies.
It remains very important that we all make our promised pledge payments every month.

RE Corner

- Denise Jackson-Simon

It's that time again already when we ask for volunteers from the congregation to give of themselves
by sharing their time, talents, and skills with the children and youth this summer. It's a great
opportunity to get to know one another and participate in fun, relaxed, intergenerational activities.
There will be a sign-up sheet going around in early May and then posted on the office window.
Please consider signing up for a Sunday this summer. You'll be glad you did!
Our final "fight" this year is against the Environmental Horcrux. In that effort, we have prepared
"Save the Monarch" information packets which were sold to the congregation. The proceeds will be
used to purchase milkweed plants for our church garden. We'll wrap up the year with an RE
recognition intergenerational service on May 15 and a Harry Potter theme party on May 29.
A big thanks to Sheri Ellen Barnes, Wendy Haynie-Cosby, Holly Terrill, and Rolando Gomez for
serving on the Religious Exploration team this year. We could not do it without you. Our children
and youth are fortunate to experience you and your leadership. You are greatly appreciated!
www.firstuu.net

3

In Touch

May 2016

Full Moon Celebration

President’s Report, continued

May book will be The Kite Runner, the fourth book since the
reading group was created.
Kent Rowe and I attended the Saturday 16th Meeting of Climate
Justice Wichita 350.Org at University United Methodist,
convened by Bill Wenzl. The main thrust of the meeting was to
plan a Carbon Footprint Awareness Rally in Warren Square on
May 16. First UU had a table at WSU’s Earth Day celebration on
Friday, April 22.
Margi Ault-Duell and I promoted EcoFest Wichita 2016 and
handed out EcoFest and church information. Visitors could write
on a board what they would like to know more about, and hold
up their statement while Margi photographed them. Many
students signed up to volunteer for EcoFest. Kent Rowe, Jennifer
Connelly, and friends demonstrated solar power and electric
cars. The WSU Green Group were very welcoming and efficient.

Our Full Moon Celebration
will take place on FRIDAY,
May 20, beginning at 7:00.
(Yes, this is a change from our
previously published date of
May 21, due to the
Stewardship Dinner
scheduled for that day.) Please
join us for chanting,
drumming and celebrating
our place in the universe. Call
Anne Bailey (650-4905) or
Kathy Hull (204-9956) for
further details.

Sunday 17th was the second session of the Humanist/Free
Thinkers group, convened by Charles Merrifield and Marcia
Ellsworth. Thirty-five attended the potluck dinner held at First
UU, including several members of the congregation. Dr. Chris
Fox, philosophy professor at Newman University, spoke on the
history of humanism.

Caring

- Kathleen McGee

The Caring Committee is the arm of the church that
acknowledges events in our members’ and friends’ lives such as
illnesses, surgeries, and bereavements. We also recognize events
such as birthdays, weddings, and graduations.
Our condolences to Jana Rambo whose brother, Alan, died on
Friday April 15. He had been in a nursing home for a number of
years following a brain injury. Funeral services will be
announced when they are arranged.
We are heartened that Susan Hund-Milne is able to join us for
services again.
In caring for one another, we are cared for.

www.firstuu.net

4

www.firstuu.net

24

22

30

5:30p Memorial Day
Potluck

Office Closed - Holiday

29

9:45a Adult Relig. Explor.
11:00a Worship Service
11:00a Childrens Religious
Exploration

7:00p Social Action Group

6:30p Writers Group

6:30p Zen Friends

31

6:30p Zen Friends

1:30p Newsletter Mailing

2:00 Movie Group

9:45a Adult Relig. Explor.
11:00a Worship Service
11:00a Childrens Religious
Exploration

25

7:00p Board of Trustees
11:00p Newsletter and
Calendar Deadline

6:30p Zen Friends
7:00p Seeking Circle

23

18

17

16

7:00p Worship Committee

9:30a Seeking Circle
9:45a Adult Relig. Explor.
11:00a Worship Service
11:00a Childrens Religious
Exploration

15

6:30p Zen Friends

2:00p Seeking Circle

11

10

9

8

9:45a Adult Relig. Explor.
11:00a Worship Service
11:00a Childrens Religious
Exploration
12:15p Leadership Council

7:00p Committee on
Ministry

6:30p Zen Friends
7:00 UU Craft Night

Wed

4

Tu e
3

2

Mo n

9:45a Adult Relig. Explor.
11:00a Worship Service
11:00a Childrens Religious
Exploration
12:15p First Sunday Lunch

1

Su n

26

19

12

5

Th u

May 2016

28

6:00p Pledge Celebration

7:00p Full Moon
Celebration

27

9:00a New Member Class

11:30a Eclectic Readers
Group

21

1:00p Private Event

2:00p Membership
Committee

20

14

10:00a Caring Committee

7

Sat

13

6

Fr i

In
5 Touch
May 2016

5

May 2016

In
6 Touch

Unitarian Universalist Association Principles
We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote:
∗ The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
∗ Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;
∗ Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;
∗ A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
∗ The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large;
∗ The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;
∗ Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
(Adopted by the 1984 and 1985 General Assemblies)
Who's Who @ First UU
FIRST UU OFFICERS & BOARD OF TRUSTEES
President—Vivien Minshull-Ford
President-Elect—Corey Swertfager
Board of Trustees—Mike Diggs, Elaine Edens, Magda Garrett, Kathleen McGee, Nancy Milner, George Rivera, and Bonnie Till
Treasurer—Anne Bailey
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Adult RE—Frank Ruf
Buildings/Grounds—Tom Moore
Caring—Jana Rambo and LaRilla Combs
Chalice Lighters Ambassador—Bonnie Till
Children’s RE—Wendy Haynie-Coxby
Communications—Del Smith
Denominational Affairs—Mike Diggs
EcoFest 2015—Marcia Ellsworth and Vivien Minshull-Ford
Finance:
Financial Commitment—Charles Merrifield
Stewardship—Elaine Edens
Kitchen Mavens—Magda Garrett
Membership—Anne Bailey and Bonnie Till
Music—Jana Rambo
Partner Church—Betty Hensley and Debbie Wadman
Personnel—Janet Roberts and Magda Garrett
Social Action—Margi Ault-Duell
Worship—Marcia Diggs
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY
Charles Merrifield, chair; LaRilla Combs, Marcia Ellsworth, Linda Jordan, Lara Pollack, and Doug Wilson
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Millie Cherryholmes, Doug Clayton, and Jennifer Hess
GROUP CONTACTS
Bhakti Society—Andrew Beers
Chalice Bookstore—Del Smith
Craft Night—Anita Culp
Digerati Buchgemeinshaft—Rolando Gomez
Eclectic Readers—Del Smith
Garden Group—Anita Culp
Meatless Monday—Dianne Waltner
Occasional Book Club—Amy Geyer
Pagan Group—Anne Bailey and Kathy Hull
Zen Friends of Wichita—Bob Feleppa and Vivien Minshull-Ford

www.firstuu.net
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Our Covenant: A Living Document
- Del Smith

When we began the work leading to our Covenant of Healthy Relations, it was clear that the
document would have a solid foundation in the Seven Principles which were adopted in 1986 by
the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association.* But we knew we needed
something specific to First Unitarian Universalist Church of Wichita, a Covenant developed by us
in a collective effort.
I participated in the work at every step—from the first workshop in 2013 up to the adoption of the
Covenant at the annual meeting in 2014. I learned a great deal about what this congregation means
to us as individuals and as a collective liberal religious body. (Nancy Milner, Marcia Ellsworth,
and I were members of the task force which developed the draft covenant which was reviewed,
questioned and considered at meetings open to the congregation. Congregational feedback on the
draft covenant resulted in the final version of the document.)
We learned that a covenant is neither a contract nor an oath taken with a hand placed on some
book. Rather, our Covenant is a promise. “A covenant is a living breathing aspiration…. It can’t be
enforced by consequences, but it may be reinforced by forgiveness and by grace when we stumble,
when we forget, when we mess up” (UU World, Summer 2013, p. 39). As one of the hymns we sing
on Sunday mornings says, “We begin again in love.”
To what do we aspire? Respect (showing regard and appreciation for others); Safety (courteous,
sincere, and thoughtful consideration for others); Transparency (open and candid decision making
with free access to all); and Honesty (honorable and fair in speech, intentions, and actions).
How we carry out those aspirations is included on the full text of the Covenant of Healthy
Relations at the front entry. Take time to Stop, Look, Read the Covenant, our “promise to strive to
support each other in our personal and community growth.”
(Note: This is the last in a series of articles reflecting on the practice, as well as the history, of First
Unitarian Universalist Church members’ Covenant of Healthy Relations. Covenant aspirations
were introduced one month; members’ feedback on how they experienced these parts of the
Covenant followed the next month.)
*Seven Principles: 1) The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 2) Justice, equity, and
compassion in human relations; 3) Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual
growth in our congregations; 4) A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 5) The right
of conscience and the use of the democratic process; 6) The goal of world community; and 7)
Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.

www.firstuu.net
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Minister’s Musings
HIGH COUP

- Rev. David Carter

night falls, and hot rains.
from the banks of snow,
clouds,
like dreams,
get up and walk;
fantastic! why stay indoors?
AERIAL

Memorial Day Party
You are cordially invited to
kick off the summer with
the UU Holiday Party
Group on Memorial Day,
Monday, May 30. Please
bring a covered dish. We
will gather at the First UU
Church at 5:30 and dine at
6. Join us for scintillating
conversation, irresistible
edibles, and a laugh-outloud game of Apples to
Apples.

we farm the light of stars
away above the world’s clouds,
that when you can no longer
bear the weight of desire,
we may drop sleep down
and dreams.
our love is simple,
our gift without guile;
here are wings!
YESTERDAY
in the wee small hours
to commemorate the tired table
my sweet dragged there last night before bed
I was going to paint a wide open window
on our kitchen wall where
there is none

www.firstuu.net
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Movie Buffs Take Note
- Del Smith

The Afternoon Movie Group meets at 2 p.m. on the fourth Monday of the month. We aim to
choose critically acclaimed movies that are not likely to be shown locally or were in town and out
before we noticed! We sometimes choose golden oldies, true classic films. The April film is
Infinitely Polar Bear, an independent from the film festival circuit, including Sundance and Toronto
Independent Film Festival. The May film will be selected at our April 25 meeting and announced
on social media, Weekly Update, and orders of service.

Evening Writers Group
Join us on the 4th Monday of each month at 6:30 in the church library as we explore our lives
through writing. Each month we will read our poems, stories or other musings with each other,
try some on-the-spot techniques and share lots of encouragement and fellowship, in a safe and
caring environment. All are welcome—no experience needed! Contact Amy Geyer at 316-440-3097
or amy@inannasjourney.com with any questions.
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First Unitarian
Universalist Church
7202 E. 21st St. N.
Wichita, KS 67206
www.firstuu.net

Eclectic Readers
11:30 a.m., Friday, May 21: We turn to a novel by Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (1958). Achebe,
a Nigerian trained in missionary schools, tells the story of the dissolution of an African tribe, its
traditions and values, and the tragic consequences. In June, each will read a book of our own
choosing about the Impressionist art movement or an artist who was part of the movement. Come
prepared to talk about your favorite among the Impressionists or about the movement as a whole.
Join us for a brown bag lunch and interesting discussion. All are welcome. Del Smith, 316-612-0826.

Digerati Buchgemeinschaft
For May we are reading The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini. Come join the Digerati! We are an online
book club. Discussions will take place at Goodreads. You can join us at
https://www.goodreads.com/group/show/177877-digerati-buchgemeinschaft

The Occasional Book Club
The Occasional Book Group will read and discuss the delightful and thought-provoking The Little Prince by
Antoine de Saint-Exupery at 1 p.m. on Saturday, June 25, in the First UU Library.
www.firstuu.net
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