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Family Game Night/Pizza Party 
You are invited to join us for Game Night on Thursday, June 13 at 6:30!

This time, in addition to the wide selection of family-friendly games, we will order PIZZA (Dutch treat)!
Please call Joie Vitkus at 613-2527 if you have a pizza preference.

Save June 23 for Chamber Music!
The First Unitarian Universalist Church of Wichita sponsors the third concert of The 16th Annual Chamber Music Series 
at 2:00 on Sunday afternoon of June 23. 
The program will include excellent returning performers plus a graduating East High Cellist, Madeline Harder, whose 
playing you must hear. Miss Harder was featured as a winning soloist on the Wichita Youth Symphony’s Spring concert 
and on The Delano Chamber Orchestra’s Youth Award Concert. She and her cello teacher, Susan Mayo, will play “Le 
Grande Tango” by Astor Piazolla.
“Tanec,” a holocaust piece by Hans Krasa (1899-1944), a resident of Treizin concentration camp, will be performed by 
Wichita Symphony String Players, Laura Black, Kay Buskirk and Susan Mayo. Returning Emporia University Faculty 
Violinist, Jeremy Starr, will collaborate with Susan on the well known “Handel-Halvorsen Passacaglia.” 
Emily Baldridge, Seth Girton, Greg Golding and Carol Neighbor plan a performance of G.F. Handel’s “Sonata c-minor” 
arranged for Recorder, Violin, Cello and Guitar. These four musicians will be joined by Vince Perry for a Klezmer ending 
to this afternoon of beautiful music. 
Of course, cookies and conversation will conclude the program. An attendance offering of $10 is suggested for this event.  
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UUA President Issues Statement on 
Marriage Equality in Minnesota
May 15, 2013
The Rev. Peter Morales, president of the Unitarian Universalist Association 
(UUA), issued the following statement applauding the legalization of same-sex 
marriage in Minnesota:

“Last November, Minnesotans defeated an anti-marriage ballot amendment. 
And yesterday, the governor of Minnesota signed the marriage equality bill that 
made Minnesota the 12th state to ensure equal rights for its citizens. I applaud 
the great efforts of all who helped change minds in such a short amount of time 
in order to secure this victory.

The Minnesota Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Alliance mobilized count-
less Unitarian Universalists who went door to door to help educate citizens and 
promote equality for all families. It is in part, thanks to this type of grassroots 
organizing, that marriage equality is realized in Minnesota.

Minnesota is the first state in the Midwest to legalize gay marriage by legisla-
tive vote, and the third nationwide in just 10 days, joining Rhode Island and 
Delaware.

These decisive victories demonstrate that more and more Americans realize 
that marriage equality strengthens families, protects children, and ensures the 
basic rights of citizenship for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender couples. 
It is not just a phenomenon on the West and East Coasts. We are witnessing a 
cultural shift unparalleled in our nation’s history. It is the time for equality for 
all loving and committed couples.

Unitarian Universalists will continue to stand on the side of love in this struggle 
for equality until marriage equality is the law nationwide.”

Eclectic Readers
Eclectic Readers Selection for June 21st is “The Copper Beech,” by Irish author 
Maeve Binchy, published in 1992. 
The novel is centered around the lives of eight people, each of whom have 
etched their dreams or desires into a large beech tree on the last day of school. 
The novel follows the progression of their lives and whether or not they accom-
plish their dreams.
A change of pace is in store for July. The subject will be Theodore Roosevelt, 
the 26th President. Choose any book, but likely the discussion will center around 
business practices and government’s role in those practices.
Before FDR’s “New Deal” there was Teddy’s “Square Deal” domestic program. 
He was a Republican who believed in government action to alleviate social 
problems. The “Square Deal” consisted of three basic ideas: conservation of 
natural resources, control of corporations and consumer protection. 
We meet on the third Friday of the month for a brown bag lunch and a lively 
discussion. Join us! 
Peace, joy and equanimity — Del Smith
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Evening Book Discussion Group
The Book Discussion Group will meet on Wednesday, June 12, 7:00 p.m. at the Church to talk about The Penelopiad by 
Margaret Atwood. 
The Penelopiad was published in 2005 as part of the first set of books in which contemporary authors rewrite ancient 
myths. In The Penelopiad, Penelope reminisces on the events during the Odyssey, life in Hades, Odysseus, Helen, and her 
relationships with her parents. A chorus of the twelve maids, whom Odysseus believed were disloyal and whom Telema-
chus hanged, interrupt Penelope’s narrative to express their view on events. The maids’ interludes use a new genre each 
time, including a jump-rope rhyme, a lament, an idyll, a ballad, a lecture, a court trial and several types of songs.
The novella’s central themes include the effects of story-telling perspectives, double standards between the sexes and the 
classes, and the fairness of justice. 
You are welcome to join our group whether you have read the book or not, please call Anne Bailey, 650-4905 for further 
information.

Leadership Council Bulletpoints
From First UU Leadership Council meeting on 5/12/13:
• LaRilla Combs: plans are going to have a first Sunday welcoming of new members, starting in June. Cards are going out 
for graduates and those who are ill or otherwise need support. There is a new member on the committee - Dave Holmes! 
He agreed to start doing interviews of new members to put in the Newsletter.
• Dan DeMott: Worship committee has schedule filled out until the end of June. Still in need of members.
• CUUUPs/FCC: CUUPs had their Mayday celebration. About 40 people attended. It was cold, so the May Pole only got 
danced halfway. There was a bouncy hut which got some use by both kids and adults. Inside we’re games, movies, and 
people could make May wreaths.
• On the FCC front, the fundraising closed this past weekend. The last official count for pledges came in at $86,000 plus 
with more yet to be tallied. The end-of-campaign party took place last night with around thirty sharing in the festivities.
• Billie Knighton: looking for more opportunities for online involvement concerning social action. Bulletin board? One in 
back is not visible. What are some other ways to communicate? Billie said that she would be willing to purchase an easel 
for social action items. Need to acknowledge those who do help. The new Jim Crow is still continuing. Only about five 
people have been attending the meetings. Meanwhile, a group in Wichita out of the Peace Center is taking off with it and 
doing what the UUA wants us to do.
• Jack Regehr: issue now is getting the new computer set up for the office manager. Problems with getting information 
from storage onto that computer. Need to get PowerChurch on the computer. Reinstated blog for Carter on the website. 
Shooting video on Carter’s sermons started today. Working on getting video clips from members to post on the web page.  
A new forum for the Board of trustees has begun, which Dan is working on. Our web presence is not quite where we need 
to be.

Message to Congregations from the UUA Board of Trustees
Our Association faces many challenges. We are in a sea of change. Our congregations are all more or less engaged in 
the question about how our congregations and other U.U. communities can make a real difference in the world today. It 
is the Board’s role to make sure the question is being engaged not just in our congregations and local groups but in our 
Association as well. It is the Administration’s role to define what action best helps us all in this mission. It is both of our 
roles (Board and Administration) to see this is done well, sustainable and in a manner that is accountable to our member 
congregations and other sources of authority and accountability.
At the April meeting, the Board had a spirited discussion about how we can best be accountable to our congregations and 
other sources of authority and accountability: Can we provide assurance that the roughly $22 million in operating funds 
that we spend each year is being spent in ways that effectively and sustainably serve our mission and our values? This is 
arguably the single most important question that the Board is charged to answer. This is not a new conversation for this 
Board.
Read the rest of the article here:

http://board.blogs.uua.org/uncategorized/uua-board-of-trustees-letter-to-congregations-may-2013/
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World Wide Work
World Wide Work is a free bulletin published by the American Labor Education Center, 
an independent nonprofit founded in 1979.
FILMS
Gideon’s Army. An important 96-minute documentary follows three inspiring young African American public defenders 
in Georgia and some of the clients they serve. The film shows how district attorneys use mandatory minimum sentencing 
laws to force people to plead guilty to lesser crimes in order to avoid longer sentences, when they would otherwise not 
plead guilty to anything. It also shows how huge caseloads and underfunding of public defenders makes it difficult for 
poor people to get a fair trial. The film will air on HBO in early July.
Herman’s House. More than 80,000 prisoners in the U.S. are being held in solitary confinement. Herman Wallace has 
been in solitary for 40 years, ever since he joined with other imprisoned Black Panthers in protesting prison conditions 
and was then accused in the murder of a prison guard. Artist Jackie Surnell has collaborated with Wallace to create an art 
installation that is a full-scale model of Wallace’s dream house if he ever wins his appeals. This unusual 81-minute docu-
mentary tells their story.
Aquí y Allá. As politicians debate U.S. immigration policy, this subtle, beautifully acted and directed feature film tells the 
poignant story of one Mexican family in which the husband/father must cross the border to provide basic support.
Buoy. As this innovative feature begins, a woman who is pregnant with her third child receives a phone call from her 
brother for the first time in years. The rest of the film consists of their phone conversation, with her on camera and him off. 
The net result is to intensely focus the audience on the stories they tell, their sibling relationship, and each one’s search for 
meaning in their life.
Pit Stop. A lumberyard worker and a building contractor in a small town in Texas are both gay, both navigating complex 
relationships within the community’s red-state constraints, and both searching for true love.
Borgen. A popular TV series in Denmark focuses on a woman who becomes her nation’s prime minister, as well as on a 
young female journalist and a male political operative. The political and personal dilemmas they face will be familiar to 
U.S. audiences.
Shift Change. Profiles of worker-owned cooperatives in a range of sectors in the U.S. and Spain show how those who do 
the work share the wealth they produce and are able to make better business decisions for their customers and the environ-
ment.

BOOKS
Eco-Business by Peter Dauvergne and Jane Lister (MIT). A thoughtful analysis examines how the world’s largest cor-
porations are incorporating “green” branding into their marketing strategies, often in collaboration with well-meaning 
nonprofit organizations. The net result, they argue, actually undermines ecological sustainability by strengthening over-
consumption and wealth inequality.
Don’t Buy It by Anat Shenker-Osorio (Public Affairs). Without carefully considering the choices involved, progressives 
have adopted communications frames and phrases about economic issues that inadvertently reinforce the corporate agenda 
they oppose.
Generation Roe by Sarah Erdreich (Seven Stories). A young activist argues that the reproductive choice movement is los-
ing ground to its opponents and needs a more proactive, direct action component.
How to Make a Million Dollars an Hour by Les Leopold (Wiley). Hedge funds have been at the heart of Wall Street’s 
rip-off of working people’s jobs, houses, savings, and pensions. Leopold explains how they get rich off other people’s 
money, avoid paying their share of taxes, and fend off regulation by claiming that any limits on their greed will kill jobs.
The American Way of Eating by Tracie McMillan (Scribner). A journalist worked undercover on an industrial farm in 
California, as a produce clerk for Walmart, and as a kitchen worker for Applebee’s. Her account puts a human face on the 
exploitation of poverty-wage food industry workers.
The Chukchi Bible by Yuri Rytkheu (Archipelago). The author of the classic novel, A Dream in Polar Fog, has collected 
the ancient stories of his people, who inhabit the Arctic shores of the Bering Sea. 
[Subscribe for free to World Wide Work by going to TheWorkSite.org. The site provides free, downloadable and adaptable 
materials for grassroots organizing and education. There is no cost for subscribing to the bulletin, and we never share our 
email list with anyone.]
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Repeating Schedule of Regular Activities

Every Month at First UU
C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, meets on the third Friday of every month, com-
bining Full Moon and New Moon activities into these once-a-month 
“CUUPs Gatherings.” 
For more information: C.U.U.P.s of Wichita, phone (708) GO-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877, cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
Craft Night is the first Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m.
Eclectic Readers group meet the third Friday of the month at 11:30 a.m. 
at the church. Contact: Del Smith, 612-0826
Book Discussion Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at the church. You are welcome to attend whether or not you 
have read the book. Information: 943-3861
Ethical Eating group meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30 
p.m. Meal followed/accompanied by round table discussion. Bring a 
vegan dish to share! Contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115, or dwaltner@
sbcglobal.net, for additional information.
Dinners for Eight. Date varies. Contact Maxine Wells, 681-0442, or 
Marcia Ellsworth, 688-5352.
Music Committee meets the fourth Sunday following service.

Every Week at First UU
Adult RE meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the southeast corner 
R.E. room. Current topic: The Conservative Tradition. Contact: Corey 
Swertfager, 201-6921.
Wichita Buddhist Meditation and Reading Group meets on Tuesdays 
at 6 p.m. Contact: Bob Feleppa, 304-9170

If you want to awaken all of humanity, then awaken 
all of yourself. If you want to eliminate the suffering 

in the world, then eliminate all that is 
dark and negative in yourself.

Truly, the greatest gift you have to give 
is that of your own self-transformation. 

—Lao Tzu

‘Bidder 70’  
Environmental 
Film Available  
to Congregations
Bidder 70, the documentary film about 
Utah Unitarian Universalist Tim De-
Christopher and his arrest for disrupt-
ing a federal oil and gas lease auction 
in 2008, is available for viewing by 
congregations. DeChristopher served 
two years in federal prisons and a half-
way house for disrupting the auction, 
an act of civil disobedience that drew 
international attention to the climate 
change crisis. He was released April 
21 and is now speaking out about the 
need for climate change activism. He 
will be enrolling in Harvard Divinity 
School this fall.
The 72-minute film, by Gage and 
Gage Productions, is available to 
congregations from UU Ministry for 
Earth. Congregations with fewer than 
150 members pay $75 for rights to 
show the film. Those with more than 
150 members pay $100. Congrega-
tions that wish to partner with other 
groups to show the film in a more 
public setting will be required to pay a 
higher fee.
Email UUMFE Office Manager Sa-
brina Louise Harle, or call (503) 595-
9392 for more information.
[By Don Skinner, Editor of InterCon-
nections and a member of the Shaw-
nee Mission UU Church in Lenexa, 
Kansas.]

I’m just sayin’... :

This newsletter 

needs input 

and content from 

First UU members. 



www.FirstUU.net                                                                                                                              7



8                                                                                                                                                                   www.FirstUU.net 

Return Service Requested
First Unitarian Universalist Church
7202 E 21st St N
Wichita, KS 67206
www.FirstUU.net

Sunday Programs
9:30 a.m. Adult Religious Exploration
11:00 a.m. Children’s RE and Nursery

11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Vision Statement 
It is our Vision: 

To be a growing, inclusive, vital  
congregation that encourages shared values 

amidst differing beliefs and nurtures  
creative exploration of  

intellectual and spiritual paths.

To be a visible community leader  
that promotes human equity and  

compassion, and celebrates life  
through the arts.

 
Mission Statement  

Our mission, consistent with  
Unitarian Universalist principles,  
is to provide a joyful, safe, healing  

environment where diversity is embraced. 

We will inspire and uplift the whole person 
through enriching programs and services 

for all ages, and serve the larger community 
through social action  

and active promotion of the arts.

SEE 
YOU 
SUNDAY!

Find us on your 
“smart” device! 

Are you on Facebook?
Be sure to add First UU 
of Wichita as a “Friend.”

You’ll be in on all the latest news, 
reminders and contests!


