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VERY IMPORTANT! PLEASE READ! }
{This
article is reprinted from the February 2013 issue of In Touch.

A quick review:

Mid-Year Meeting, Jan. 20, 2013

After an introduction by Co-president Mike Felton, Kim Talbot, Treasurer, presented her report and the proposed budget. Kim, who took over the duties of treasurer in August 2012, has been busy. She has reorganized
how donations are tracked, opened up a separate account to better track designated funds and streamlined accounts to reflect receivables and payables that are in line with our work groups plus worked with the Stewardship Task Force and Board to develop a meaningful proposed budget for the 2013-2014 fiscal year.
In the near term she will bring in the ability to take credit card payments, initiate payroll direct deposit for staff
members and work with the IT team to update processes including remote access.
In her review of the 2012-13 budget Kim found that there were many areas that were not included due to
lack of funds. These included: membership, social action, facilities improvement and upkeep, marketing
and promotion and IT upgrades. Areas that were underfunded in 2012-2013 included: Religious Exploration, part-time minister, worship and service to our church community and the community-at-large.
What are some ways that we can accomplish these additional needs for next year? Here are some options:
Plan A: Everyone increase their donations by 14%
Plan B: Do more fundraisers of the quality and size of the Wine, Cheese and Chocolate Fundraiser
Plan C: Grow our church family by 5-10 new contributing members
Plan D: THE MOST REALISTIC, a hybrid of A, B and C above
EVERYONE can contribute to the Big Picture by joining up with the efforts of the Stewardship Task Force and
making and keeping their pledges and by helping recruit and retain visitors and convert them into members.
EVERYONE can contribute on a smaller scale by participating and being a greeter, service leader, helping with the clean-up crew, RE... You name it! We have a place for you!! Love on the church: look for opportunities to offer a caring word, handshake, hug, used book, soup recipe, hand-me-downs, or fill-in-the-blank…
Co-President Carol Clark shared that IT IS TIME TO BE HONEST WITH OURSELVES about the actual
financial needs of our church and the extent to which we have been willing to pledge in recent years to meet
those needs. We have been living beyond our means and it must stop! Please consider what you can do to increase the treasure and time that you commit to your church, “your second home.”
Our President-elect, Helen Barnes, spoke eloquently about rewriting our mission and vision statements during
her term plus expanded upon points discussed by Kim and Carol.
Staci Steddum and Jeanne DeGrasse, Stewardship Task Force Co-chairs, gave a preview of the 2013-14 Stewardship Campaign and asked for our pledges beginning RIGHT NOW. The theme for this Stewardship Campaign is, “Out of the RED and Into the BLACK.”
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We Know This

A Pastoral Message from UUA President Peter Morales
April 16, 2013
Sadly, we are once again witnesses to senseless violence. New images of suffering, panic, and heroism burn themselves into our memory. Shock mixes with
grief, disbelief, compassion and anger.
Monday’s bombing at the finish line of the Boston Marathon occurred just
blocks from the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) headquarters. As far
as we know, all our staff are safe. Our prayers go out to the families of those
who were killed and to all who have been injured. Beyond the physical injuries,
many have been traumatized here and across the country.
At times like this our spiritual communities are more important than ever. This is
a time for being together, for giving and taking comfort from one another. This
is a time for reaching out—both to be comforted and to offer kindness.
At this time we do not know who did this or what twisted thinking produced this
horrific act. We do know this: everything we do to spread compassion, understanding, acceptance, and peace matters. It is literally a matter of life and death.
May each of us find comfort and healing. May each of us find ways of letting
our pain be transformed into acts of love and healing.
In Faith,
Rev. Peter Morales
President, Unitarian Universalist Association
www.uua.org/news/pressroom/pressreleases/285110.shtml
[Faith leaders gathered at an interfaith service in Boston on Thursday, April 18,
to commemorate those who died and were injured in the bombing at the Boston
Marathon. “Scripture tells us to ‘run with endurance the race that is set before
us,’” President Obama said at the service. “As we do, may God hold close
those who’ve been taken from us too soon.” The President spoke with Catholic,
Protestant, Greek Orthodox, Jewish and Muslim clergy at Cathedral of the Holy
Cross. “[The service] spoke to the values that all faiths share, the values of kindness, compassion, helping one another, the importance of community,” said the
Rev. Peter Morales, president of the Unitarian Universalist Association, who attended the service. See www.odysseynetworks.org/video/religious-leaders-markboston-bombing-with-interfaith-service for a short video.]

Eclectic Readers
May 17th: Jean Rhys’ novel, Wide
Sargasso Sea, is the imagined backstory of the madwoman in the attic in
Bronte’s Jane Eyre.
June 21: Maeve Binchy’s The Copper Beech follows eight childhood
friends into adulthood, uncovering
secret and the extraordinary stories
which can be found anywhere.
We meet on the third Friday of the
month (brown bag lunch at 11:30),
discussion following. Join us! All are
welcome.

Are you on Facebook?
Be sure to add First UU
of Wichita
as a “Friend.”
You’ll be in on all the
latest news, reminders
and contests!

www.FirstUU.net

Spring has Sprung
in the Church Nursery!
Wow! The church nursery has been decorated and it looks GREAT!
New colorful paint, new toys, new storage, new look! And all
because of some TERRIFIC VOLUNTEERS!
David Holmes, “Haas,” and our fantastic child care volunteer Amy
painted; Jack and Judy donated new toys and storage; and the
Holmes family generously donated paint and supplies! It is such
a cheerful makeover. I am sure that no babies will ever cry and
no toddlers have tantrums because it is simply joyful... probably
because it was a collaboration of love!
If you see these peeps at church, be sure to tell them how much we
all appreciate their time, effort and skills. THANK YOU!

Film Shares
Unitarians’ Story
During WWII
The documentary Two Who Dared:
The Sharps’ War depicts the heroic
work of Martha Sharp, a social worker, and her husband the Rev.Waitstill
Sharp, a Unitarian minister.
At the request of the American Unitarian Association, the Sharps left their
comfortable home in Massachusetts
and risked their lives in war-torn
Europe to rescue thousands from the
Holocaust.
The Sharps are named in Yad
Vashem as Righteous Among the
Nations, two of only three
Americans so honored.
Martha and Waitstill Sharp offer a
powerful example of religious faith
in action. Unitarian Universalists and
anyone interested in human rights and
social justice should see this compelling film.
Learn more about the film in this
article from UU World (www.uuworld.
org/news/articles/284894.shtml ) and
at Two Who Dared (www.kickstarter.
com/projects/919222951/two-whodared-the-sharps-war.

“The spirit of generosity
binds the community together.”
—Sam Trumbore, UU minister
Evening Book Discussion Group (April event was cancelled)
From the author who’s inspired millions worldwide with books like Tuesdays with Morrie and The Five People You Meet
in Heaven comes his most imaginative novel yet, The Time Keeper — a compelling fable about the first man on earth to
count the hours.
We will gather at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, May 8, at the Church, to talk about Mitch Albom’s newest work of fiction, in
which the inventor of the world’s first clock is punished for trying to measure God’s greatest gift. He is banished to a cave
for centuries and forced to listen to the voices of all who come after him seeking more days, more years.
Told in Albom’s signature spare, evocative prose, this remarkably original tale will inspire readers everywhere to reconsider their own notions of time, how they spend it and how precious it truly is. Please join us for lively discussion.
You may call Anne Bailey at 316-943-3861 for further information.
www.FirstUU.net
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Partner Church News
First UU of Wichita helps sponsor a Partner Church in Romania. Every year, Betty Hensley and Debbie Wadman organize
a Romanian Dinner at our church to raise funds to help Rev. Csaba Tódor and his congregation. The money we sent last
year was used to construct a new playground for children. The pictures below were taken when the children first “attacked
battlefield” (Rev. Tódor’s words) last year after the Sunday service on Mother’s Day.
Here is an email that the minister recently sent to Betty and Debbie after receiving word of this year’s donation:
Dear Debbie and Betty,
We are all delighted for this year’s financial support from our partner church in Wichita. This is a grant in very good time.
People here would appreciate if a few members could be able to come over here to show you what have we done in the
last couple if years in the congregation including funding from Wichita. The bell has been replaced. Last year we have
engaged to rebuilt an old building for a new mortuary chapel in the village to be used at funerals replacing the old customs
of having kept the bodies in family homes. This is a project with an estimated cost of 40,000 dollars. But the money you
sent will be probably used for purchasing a new set of dressing for the church choir with a cost of approximately 850 dollars. This includes the gowns for 20 people.
Thank you very much, and keep in touch.
With best wishes.
Csaba, and the girls

And forget not that the Earth delights
to feel your bare feet and the winds
long to play with your hair.
— Kahlil Gibran
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Repeating Schedule of Regular Activities

RE and Nursery Kids
love healthy snacks!

C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, meets on the third Friday of every month, combining Full Moon and New Moon activities into these once-a-month
“CUUPs Gatherings.”

If you would like to donate,
please leave nut-free snacks or
juice in the cabinet underneath
the microwave in the kitchen
labelled “Religious Exploration.”

Every Month at First UU

For more information: C.U.U.P.s of Wichita, phone (708) GO-CUUPS or
(708) 402-8877, cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
Craft Night is the first Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m.
Eclectic Readers group meet the third Friday of the month at 11:30 a.m.
at the church. Contact: Del Smith, 612-0826
Book Discussion Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the church. You are welcome to attend whether or not you
have read the book. Information: 943-3861
Ethical Eating group meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30
p.m. Meal followed/accompanied by round table discussion. Bring a
vegan dish to share! Contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115, or dwaltner@
sbcglobal.net, for additional information.
Dinners for Eight. Date varies. Contact Maxine Wells, 681-0442, or
Marcia Ellsworth, 688-5352.
Music Committee meets the fourth Sunday following service.

Every Week at First UU
Adult RE meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the southeast corner
R.E. room. Current topic: Joseph Campbell lecture series. Contact: Corey
Swertfager, 201-6921
Wichita Buddhist Meditation and Reading Group meets on Tuesdays
at 6 p.m. Contact: Bob Feleppa, 304-9170

If you want to awaken all of humanity, then awaken
all of yourself. If you want to eliminate the suffering
in the world, then eliminate all that is
dark and negative in yourself.
Truly, the greatest gift you have to give
is that of your own self-transformation.
—Lao Tzu
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"As Unitarian Universalists, our call to the
work of youth ministry rests on our spiritual
commitment to build the world we dream
about—a world in which our faith communities welcome people of all ages, cultures,
and backgrounds to join hands in nourishing our spirits and healing the world."
—The Youth Ministry Working Group Report, 2009.

SUMMERTIME RE!

Denise Jackson-Simon (DRE)
It’s that time again when we ask congregation members to think about what
talent, skill, or information they’d like
to share with our children this summer
in our RE Summer Program.
It is a great opportunity for a multigenerational experience where adults
and children can get to know each other and learn from one another. Don’t
be afraid…the kids will love you! And
almost anything goes…from cooking,
gardening, kite flying, arts and crafts,
poetry, yoga, building and launching
rockets…you get the idea.
It also gives our RE committee a break
from their nine-month commitment of
leading lessons during the school year.
So please consider spending one hour
on a summer Sunday enriching our
children’s lives with your presence and
gifts. You will find that time spent with
them will fill your cup, as well.
There will be a sign up sheet on the office window beginning in May. If you
have questions, concerns, or ideas, feel
free to call me at 945-7622.
www.FirstUU.net

www.FirstUU.net
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Return Service Requested
First Unitarian Universalist Church
7202 E 21st St N
Wichita, KS 67206
www.FirstUU.net

Find us on your
“smart” device!

Fun for Everyone!

CUUPS Mayday Event on May 4!
The Covenant of Unitarian Universalist
Pagans (CUUPS) of First UU will have
a Mayday event at the church on May 4
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
There will be drumming and dancing around
the Maypole, and a bouncy hut for kids!
Bring your own brown bag lunch, but there
will also be snacks and drinks for sale.

Vision Statement
It is our Vision:

To be a growing, inclusive, vital
congregation that encourages shared values
amidst differing beliefs and nurtures
creative exploration of
intellectual and spiritual paths.
To be a visible community leader
that promotes human equity and
compassion, and celebrates life
through the arts.

Mission Statement

Sunday Programs
9:30 a.m. Adult Religious Exploration
11:00 a.m. Children’s RE and Nursery
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
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SEE
YOU
SUNDAY!

Our mission, consistent with
Unitarian Universalist principles,
is to provide a joyful, safe, healing
environment where diversity is embraced.
We will inspire and uplift the whole person
through enriching programs and services
for all ages, and serve the larger community
through social action
and active promotion of the arts.
www.FirstUU.net

