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Founded 1887

April 2013

General Assembly
A Meeting of Congregations

General Assembly 2013
June 19-23, Louisville, KY
General Assembly (GA) is the
annual meeting of our Unitarian
Universalist Association (UUA).
Attendees worship, witness, learn,
connect, and make policy for the
Association through democratic
process. Anyone may attend; congregations must certify annually to
send voting delegates.
A video recap of General Assembly
2012 can be seens at http://www.
uua.org/ga/past/2012/209898.shtml
Most General Assembly events
will be held in the Kentucky
International Convention Center,
221 Fourth Street, Louisville, KY
40202.
For more information about this
year’s event, please go to http://
www.uua.org/ga/index.shtml .
See more about financial assistance
opportunities on page 5.

Future General Assemblies
June 19-23: 2013 Louisville, KY
June 25-29: 2014 Providence, RI
June 24-28: 2015 Portland, OR
June 22-26: 2016 Columbus, OH
June 21-25: 2017 TBD
June 20-24: 2018 Kansas City, MO
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In Touch

The newsletter of
The First Unitarian Universalist
Church of Wichita
is published monthly.
www.FirstUU.net
Office@FirstUU.net
Member

Unitarian Universalist
Association

Minister: Rev. David Carter
Minister@FirstUU.net
(316) 684-3481

Co-Presidents
Carol Clark and Mike Felton
President@FirstUU.net

President-Elect
Helen Barnes

President_Elect@FirstUU.net
~

Office Manager:
Krista Schnee
OfficeManager@FirstUU.net
(316) 684-3481
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday, 8:15 p.m. - 12:15 p.m.

Director of Religious Education:
Denise Jackson-Simon
(316) 644-2022
SimonTrio@aol.com
Newsletter Editor: Melanie Jenney
Newsletter@FirstUU.net
Webmaster: Jack Regehr
Web@FirstUU.net
The deadline for In Touch and for
the monthly calendar is the
third Wednesday of each month.
Please submit items to
Newsletter@FirstUU.net
or bring to church office.

Late submissions may be omitted.
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HS Opportunities for Social Justice
This summer there are three opportunities for high school youth to get involved
in justice work grounded in Unitarian Universalist values and practices.
Please help us spread the word to UU youth by forwarding this e-mail to teens
and religious educators! The application deadline for all three programs is April
15.

The Civil Rights Pilgrimage
What: A Living Legacy pilgrimage from Atlanta to Selma
When: July 6–13 (one week)
Bring history alive as you journey through the South, encountering the sites and
stories of our nation’s struggle for racial justice. Learn about the role of Unitarian Universalism in the civil rights movement, explore current struggles against
voter suppression, and reflect on your role in building the beloved community of
Martin Luther King Jr.’s dream.

Boston Youth Justice Training
What: Social justice education in a diverse learning environment with the City
School and real-world internships
When: June 30–July 21 (three weeks)
Dive deep and cross boundaries. Join with teens from diverse backgrounds for
training in the foundations of social justice work — developing an understanding of systems of race, class, gender, and heterosexism — and build the skills to
take action. Do it immersed in an internship that fits your passion for justice.

New Orleans Youth Justice Training
What: Social justice education and hands-on action with the Center for Ethical
Living and Social Justice Renewal
When: August 3–10 (one week)
Get trained in the foundations of social justice work and build the skills to take
action. Learn about justice and do justice — all with community partners actively engaged in building a thriving New Orleans.
All three of our 2013 programs for high-school youth are designed both for
those who are newly inspired to take action against the injustices of our world
and for seasoned social justice youth leaders.
Please forward this e-mail to youth groups, youth advisors, and any teens who
would be interested. Applications will be accepted now through April 15.
In faith,
Rev. Kathleen McTigue, Director
Unitarian Universalist College of Social Justice

Are You Ready to Join First UU?
Or do you still have questions?
Join us for a short course on joining First Unitarian Universalist Church on Saturday, April 13, 2013, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. (lunch included!).
We will give you a quick overview of Unitarian history, the story of how the
Wichita Church was started and answer your questions about being a member of
a Unitarian Church.
If you are interested, please give your name to Anne Bailey or Judy Naillon, call
us at 943-3861, 706-0412, or leave your name with Krista in the church office at
684-3481.
www.FirstUU.net

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

MIDWEST LEADERSHIP SCHOOL

JULY 14-20, 2013

Midwest Leadership School is an amazing opportunity to grow personally
and as a UU. The classes are diverse and well planned to foster leadership and
expand awareness of different elements of worship services and congregational
dynamics. It is a week at a beautiful small college campus in Beloit, Wisconsin.
The facilities are lovely and the food is excellent and lovingly prepared using
many vegetables grown right on the extremely ecologically aware campus.
Helen Barnes, President-Elect, will be attending and we would like to encourage additional attendance from our congregation. The cost for each additional
participant including room and board will be $495 plus a share of the travel
expenses (Helen will be driving).
Any previous attendee would welcome a conversation regarding their Leadership School experience. They include: Carol Clark, Mike Felton, Pat Felton,
David Brewer, Ashley Roberts, Anne Welsbacher and Marsha Diggs (former
MWLS faculty member). Pat Felton happily paid her own way to attend and
refers to the week as a “peak life experience.”
Please contact Carol Clark (683-2747) or Mike Felton (263-7758) if you have
interest in attending.

Who Is It For?
Adult Leadership
UU adult leadership schools exist to continue the tradition of fostering effective
lay leadership in the UU community for people ages 18 and older.
Are you currently—or soon to be—in an active leadership role on the local or
district level? Could you benefit from knowing more about how groups work,
grow, and develop? Do you want to know more about consensus building or
conflict management, healthy congregational growth, addressing social justice
issues, or working with volunteers? If you answered yes to any of these questions, then MWLS is for you!
Registration is open to applicants from member congregations in the three sponsoring Districts (Central Midwest, Heartland, and Prairie Star) and to seminary
students not yet in candidate status.

Youth Leadership
An opportunity for high school age youth to have a similar intensive leadership
development experience is available through Youth MWLS operated at the same
time as MWLS at Beloit College. Some activities, such as multigenerational
worship experiences, are shared between the schools. For more information, see
the YOUTH MWLS pages.
www.mwls.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2:who&catid
=1:info&Itemid=11

Be kind, for everyone you meet
is fighting a hard battle.
— John Watson

www.FirstUU.net

Adult RE Goes
Conservative
Is your church breeding conservatives?
Have you ever wondered what makes
a conservative tick? Conservatism
has been perhaps the dominant political phenomenon of recent American
politics and has aroused passionate
emotions, pro and con.
Our current series, The Conservative
Tradition, is a study of the AngloAmerican conservative tradition as it
has developed over three centuries.
Conservatism is, above all, an attitude
about the world, which sees the past as
the best guide for navigating our way
into the future. It assumes that all the
really important questions confronting
humanity have already been answered,
and that it is generally safest to stick
to what is tried and true. Blueprints for
transforming society, say conservatives, will not work; they do not pay
sufficient heed to the complexity of
human nature, and their unforeseen
side effects can easily do more harm
than the good they intend.
Conservatives tend to be skeptical
about the possibility of human perfection; even those who are not religious
understand the wisdom embodied in
the idea of original sin: that we are all
capable of evil as well as good. Conservatives think of imperfect human
nature as the bedrock of social and
political reality; it may seem different under different social and cultural
conditions, they admit, but it never
changes in its essentials.
In this 36-lecture series, Dr. Patrick
N. Allitt gives the conservatives a
chance to explain their ideas, and
gives their critics a chance to explain
their response, while also devoting
plenty of time to the history of debates
and disputes among conservatives
themselves. Join Adult RE Sunday
mornings at 9:30 to hear and discuss
his revelations. For more information,
contact Corey Swertfager (201-6921)
and see:
www.firstuu.net/involvement/adultreligious-exploration
3
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Scholarship Opportunities for Attending General Assembly
Youth and Young Adult Scholarships Available

The Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministries has scholarships specifically for youth and young adults planning to attend General Assembly (GA). [www.uua.org/re/youth/events/gacaucus/56024.shtml]
Scholarships will be awarded based on a range of criteria in addition to demonstrated financial need, including whether
the applicant is a congregational delegate, has received a past scholarship, or identifies as a member of an historically
marginalized community.
The application process will open on March 1. The deadline for applications is March 31. Applicants will be notified of
award decisions by April 23.

General Assembly Planning Committee Matching Grant Program

The General Assembly Planning Committee (GAPC) has established a matching grant scholarship fund to:
1) increase economic accessibility for Unitarian Universalists (UUs) who want to attend General Assembly (GA), and,
2) to encourage congregations to send delegates to this annual meeting of congregations.
For individuals, this means that the cost of GA registration and up to $500 for expenses (transportation/etc.) can make attending General Assembly more affordable. For congregations, this means that, in addition to paying the recipient’s registration, the Planning Committee will match (up to $250) what a congregation budgets to support sending a member to GA.

Criteria and Considerations

• The applicant must be a minister or member of a UU congregation.
• Priority is given to applicants who will represent their congregation at GA as delegates with preference given to those
who are leaders in the congregation.
• Special consideration is given to delegates from new congregations or congregations that have not (or not recently)
sent representation to GA.
• Applicants should have financial need. Priority will be given to applicants who have not received scholarships to GA
in the past, and, except in unusual cases, will not be awarded to the same individual in consecutive years.
• Applications will be viewed with an anti-racist, anti-oppressive lens.

Process

Applications are available on March 1 and are due March 31.
A letter of endorsement and pledge of a specified amount of financial support from the applicant’s congregation must accompany the application.
The Scholarship Committee, made up of three members of the GAPC, will review submitted applications and notify applicants of their acceptance by April 23.
Congregations may distribute funds to applicants at any time; GA Planning Committee scholarship checks will be distributed only at General Assembly.

The Davidoff Fund Scholarship

The Davidoff Fund for Lay Leadership honors both Jerry and Denny Davidoff, for their skilled and devoted lay leadership
in our movement. The Fund enables the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) to promote the development and training of lay leaders to share the ministry of community building with religious professionals and each other.
The Davidoff Fund Scholarship serves to subsidize the attendance at General Assembly of lay leaders from congregations
who have not been represented by lay leaders at General Assembly in the last three years (since 2010).
Find the 2013 Davidoff Application at www.uua.org/documents/stew-dev/davidoff_application.pdf .
Applications must be submitted to UUA Stewardship & Development no later than April 30.
Note: Due to budget and funding limitations matching funds will be the responsibility of the individual.

www.FirstUU.net
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Repeating Schedule of Regular Activities

Evening Book
Discussion Group

C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, meets on the third Friday of every month, combining Full Moon and New Moon activities into these once-a-month
“CUUPs Gatherings.”

From the author who’s inspired
millions worldwide with books like
Tuesdays with Morrie and The Five
People You Meet in Heaven comes his
most imaginative novel yet, The Time
Keeper -- a compelling fable about the
first man on earth to count the hours.
We will gather at 7:00 on Wednesday,
April 10, at the Church, to talk about
Mitch Albom’s newest work of fiction,
in which the inventor of the world’s
first clock is punished for trying to
measure God’s greatest gift. He is
banished to a cave for centuries and
forced to listen to the voices of all who
come after him seeking more days,
more years.
Told in Albom’s signature spare, evocative prose, this remarkably original
tale will inspire readers everywhere to
reconsider their own notions of time,
how they spend it and how precious
it truly is. Please join us for lively
discussion.
You may call Anne Bailey at 316-9433861 for further information.

Every Month at First UU

For more information: C.U.U.P.s of Wichita, phone (708) GO-CUUPS or
(708) 402-8877, cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
Craft Night is the first Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m.
Eclectic Readers group meet the third Friday of the month at 11:30 a.m.
at the church. Contact: Del Smith, 612-0826
Book Discussion Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the church. You are welcome to attend whether or not you
have read the book. Information: 943-3861
Ethical Eating group meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30
p.m. Meal followed/accompanied by round table discussion. Bring a
vegan dish to share! Contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115, or dwaltner@
sbcglobal.net, for additional information.
Dinners for Eight. Date varies. Contact Maxine Wells, 681-0442, or
Marcia Ellsworth, 688-5352.
Music Committee meets the fourth Sunday following service.

Every Week at First UU
Adult RE meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the southeast corner
R.E. room. Current topic: Joseph Campbell lecture series. Contact: Corey
Swertfager, 201-6921
Wichita Buddhist Meditation and Reading Group meets on Tuesdays
at 6 p.m. Contact: Bob Feleppa, 304-9170

Prairie Star District UU
Annual Conference
Inspire the Future We Envision!

Please contribute items of interest to
your newsletter, First UU’s In Touch!
If YOU’RE interested in becoming editor
of the newsletter, please let me know!
Thank you to Krista and Del and the
mailing crew for helping get the paper
out every month!
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There is something for everyone at the
Prairie Star District UU Annual Conference, April 5-7 in Cedar Rapids,
Iowa.
Highlights include two major lectures,
24 workshop selections, children’s
activities, and a youth-led worship service. Friday night ends with a celebration of PSD’s 50th anniversary, while
Saturday night closes with entertainment by an acoustic blues guitarist.
Sunday features the conference choir
at the closing worship service. The
business meeting will include voting
on becoming a region.
For more information, go to www.
psduua.org/AnnualConference2013 .
Early registration discount ends March
15.
www.FirstUU.net

www.FirstUU.net
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Return Service Requested
First Unitarian Universalist Church
7202 E 21st St N
Wichita, KS 67206
www.FirstUU.net

Find us on your
mobile device!

Eclectic Readers Group Choices

April 19th: Christopher Moore’s Sacre Bleu, A Comedy d’Art, will be discussed.
The Library Journal’s review is filled with praise: “Moore set out to write a
book about the color blue. What he ended up with is a surprisingly complex
novel full of love, death, art, and mystery... One part art history (with images of
masterpieces interspersed with the narrative), one part paranormal mystery, and
one part love story, this is a worthy read.”
The book was published in 2012.
May 17th: Jean Rhys’ novel, Wide Sargasso Sea, is the imagined backstory of
the madwoman in the attic in Bronte’s Jane Eyre.
June 21: Celebrate the first day of summer with a discussion of popular novelist
Maeve Binchy’s The Copper Beech.
We meet on the third Friday of the month (brown bag lunch at 11:30), discussion following. Join us! All are welcome.

Sunday Programs
9:30 a.m. Adult Religious Exploration
11:00 a.m. Children’s RE and Nursery
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
8

SEE
YOU
SUNDAY!

Vision Statement
It is our Vision:

To be a growing, inclusive, vital
congregation that encourages shared values
amidst differing beliefs and nurtures
creative exploration of
intellectual and spiritual paths.
To be a visible community leader
that promotes human equity and
compassion, and celebrates life
through the arts.

Mission Statement

Our mission, consistent with
Unitarian Universalist principles,
is to provide a joyful, safe, healing
environment where diversity is embraced.
We will inspire and uplift the whole person
through enriching programs and services
for all ages, and serve the larger community
through social action
and active promotion of the arts.
www.FirstUU.net

