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A quick review: 
Mid-Year Meeting, Jan. 20, 2013  
After an introduction by Co-president Mike Felton, Kim Talbot, Treasurer, presented her report and the pro-
posed budget. Kim, who took over the duties of treasurer in August 2012, has been busy. She has reorganized 
how donations are tracked, opened up a separate account to better track designated funds and streamlined ac-
counts to reflect receivables and payables that are in line with our work groups plus worked with the Steward-
ship Task Force and Board to develop a meaningful proposed budget for the 2013-2014 fiscal year. 
In the near term she will bring in the ability to take credit card payments, initiate payroll direct deposit for staff 
members and work with the IT team to update processes including remote access.
In her review of the 2012-13 budget Kim found that there were many areas that were not included due to lack of 
funds. These included: membership, social action, facilities improvement and upkeep, marketing and promotion 
and IT upgrades. Areas that were underfunded in 2012-2013 included: Religious Exploration, part-time minis-
ter, worship and service to our church community and the community-at-large.
What are some ways that we can accomplish these additional needs for next year?  Here are some options:

Plan A:  Everyone increase their donations by 14%
Plan B:  Do more fundraisers of the quality and size of the Wine, Cheese and Chocolate Fundraiser (2-3)
Plan C: Grow our church family by 5-10 new contributing members
Plan D:  THE MOST REALISTIC, a hybrid of A, B and C above

EVERYONE can contribute to the Big Picture by joining up with the efforts of the Stewardship Task Force and 
making and keeping their pledges and by helping recruit and retain visitors and convert them into members.
EVERYONE can contribute on a smaller scale by participating and being a greeter, service leader, helping with 
the clean-up crew, RE... You name it! We have a place for you!! Love on the church: look for opportunities to 
offer a caring word, handshake, hug, used book, soup recipe, hand-me-downs, or fill-in-the-blank…
Co-President Carol Clark shared that IT IS TIME TO BE HONEST WITH OURSELVES about the actual finan-
cial needs of our church and the extent to which we have been willing to pledge in recent years to meet those 
needs. We have been living beyond our means and it must stop! Please consider what you can do to increase the 
treasure and time that you commit to your church, “your second home.”
Our President-elect, Helen Barnes, spoke eloquently about rewriting our mission and vision statements during 
her term plus expanded upon points discussed by Kim and Carol.
Staci Steddum and Jeanne DeGrasse, Stewardship Task Force Co-chairs, gave a preview of the 2013-14 Stew-
ardship Campaign and asked for our pledges beginning RIGHT NOW. The theme for this Stewardship Cam-
paign is, “Out of the RED and Into the BLACK.”
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Sweet Sale! 
[Money can’t buy love, but here’s the next-best thing!]
There will be a table sale of delightful and even practical Valentine-related items 
to be held in the gathering space from Thursday, January 24th through Sunday, 
February 17th (extended for late gift-givers). All proceeds go to First UU. 
The wide selection ranges from the elegant to the novelty, and there is sure to 
be something for one or more of the valentines in your life: family, friends, co-
workers, neightbors, teachers, etc., or treat yourself — you deserve it!
Since little things mean a lot, this is a terrific opportunity to remember someone 
with “a little something” and benefit the church at the same time. How’s that for 
a “sweet” deal?

Tables for all Seasons
During the Mid-year Meeting, Pat Felton, Rental Liaison, presented the 
opportunity to buy a new light-weight plastic table for only $50 each to 
replace the 18 very old and very heavy folding tables that are currently in 
use. 
Meeting attendees responded enthusiastically by making pledges to 
purchase all 18 tables! (Old tables will be available for only $15 each and 
would be handy to use in a garage or basement. Proceeds from these sales 
will be used to replace the existing card tables.)
All of us (but especially our custodian, Tom Moore) will rejoice often 
over our wonderful new tables.  
Thanks to:
Mike and Pat Felton
Carol and Jim Clark
Youth R.E.
CUUPS
David Brewer
Kim Talbot and Jason Loewen
PRN of Kansas, LLC
Vernon and Kathleen McGee
The Ethical Eating Group
Charlie King
High School R.E.
Courtney and Les Ruthven
Staci Steddum and Deb Davis
Dan Demott
Lara Pollock
Marcia Ellsworth & Charles Merrifield
Sally Ross

Volunteers setting up 
tables for First Sunday 
Lunch. It won’t be quite 
as much of a struggle with 
our new tables!
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The Pale Blue Dot
On January 20 our speaker, Dr. Rick Cowlishaw, scientist and professor of biology at Southwestern University in Win-
field, presented a sobering vision regarding climate change and the fiscal and moral costs. His parting words were about 
Carl Sagan’s narrative regarding our planet, “the pale blue dot.
Dr. Cowlishaw sent this article to us for inclusion in our newsletter. If you would like to contact Dr. Cowlishaw regarding 
his talk or other related questions, he would welcome your correspondence at richard.cowlishaw@sckans.edu.
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Regionalization:  Each Congregation’s 
Role for a “New Era in UUism”
Written by Linchpin*, the District Boards’ transition committee 
to keep UUs in the loop regarding Regionalization
Each congregation has a vital role in a proposal for a New Era of Uni-
tarian Universalism. The proposal is to merge three districts in the geo-
graphic center of the U.S. (Central Midwest, Heartland, and Prairie Star) 
into one MidAmerica Region.
Districts Background
In the mid 1960s the U.S. was divided into UUA administrative districts. 
The district boundaries were created for ease of travel at that time. Cen-
tral Midwest and Heartland Districts include Wisconsin, Illinois, most 
of Missouri, Michigan, Indiana, part of Ohio, and Kentucky. Prairie Star 
District covers Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, 
Kansas, and parts of Wisconsin and Missouri.  
Each of the current 19 districts has paid staff who provide services to 
congregations in their district. Services include assistance with growing 
membership, training local leaders, finding ministers, and religious edu-
cation programs. Funding for each district comes from the UUA (Uni-
tarian Universalist Association) and local congregations. Each district 
is governed by an elected Board of Trustees. The current UUA Board 
includes a trustee elected from each district.
How Decisions are Made 
Each district holds an Annual Meeting/Assembly where delegates vote 
to elect their Board of Trustees and make other decisions. Each congre-
gation identifies delegates to represent them. Each district has bylaws 
that define the parameters that congregations must meet in order to send 
delegates, for example paying district dues.
Vital Role Vote 
The next district Annual Meetings/Assemblies are in April 2013. Each 
congregation’s delegates need to be prepared for their vital vote on 
merging their district into the MidAmerica Region, dissolving the earlier 
districts. This merger is referred to as “regionalization.”
Advantages of Regionalization 
Administrative efficiencies are the obvious reasons for regionaliza-
tion. But there are other major advantages: promoting our UU presence; 
strengthening collaborative partnerships, and fostering membership 
growth. You will receive in-depth information about these advantages in 
future documents from the Regionalization Communications Committee.
* Linchpin members    
Central Midwest: Suzie DeBeers, Vera Dowell;   
Heartland: Susan French, Kathy Silver;
Prairie Star: Graham Kreicker, Charlotte Preston, Vicki Pratt
Support Regionalization: A New Era in UUism
In the past few months there have been a number of messages about the 
Regionalization Transition. If you missed any, you can read them at: 
www.midamericauua.org/regionalization

Regionalization:  
MidAmerica Draft 
Bylaws Posted for 
Review
Comments Requested by February 
1, 2013
SEE DRAFT BYLAWS AT: www.
midamericauua.org/about-us/bylaws 
SEND COMMENTS TO: bylaws@
midamericauua.org 
At the three District business meet-
ings in April, delegates will vote on a 
proposal to dissolve the current Prairie 
Star, Central Midwest and Heartland 
Districts and re-form as MidAm-
erica Region. Delegates will also be 
asked to approve bylaws for the new 
MidAmerica Region.
The three District Boards have been 
working tirelessly to get the draft 
MidAmerica bylaws out for public 
review and comment. There is still fine 
tuning to be done and the section on 
Camp UniStar (http://www.campuni-
star.org/) is incomplete as we work to 
clarify the proposed legal relationship.   
It is important for you to have the op-
portunity to give your input before a 
final draft is prepared. In order to give 
your comments the consideration they 
deserve, we ask that you send your 
comments no later than February 1, 
2013. 
Comments are always welcome, at any 
time, but after February 1, they may 
not make it into the final draft.
As you review the bylaws, please keep 
in mind that details will be in Board 
policies created by the MidAmerica 
Regional Board of Trustees if you 
approve the regional board creation 
at your District business meeting this 
coming April.   
See draft bylaws at: www.midameri-
cauua.org/about-us/bylaws 
Send comments to: bylaws@midam-
ericauua.org 
We look forward to your comments,
Kathy Burek, Bill Sasso, Amy Taylor, 
District Presidents and the Regional-
ization Bylaws Committee.
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Repeating Schedule of Regular Activities

Every Month at First UU
C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, has New Moon Circle and Full Moon Danc-
es, where the New Moon Circle is a time to gather, for study, meditation 
and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth and Full Moon. 
We meet on the third Friday of every month, combining the Full Moon 
and New Moon activities into these once-a-month meetings, which we 
call “CUUPs Gatherings.” 
For more information: C.U.U.P.s of Wichita, phone (708) GO-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877, cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
Craft Night is the first Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m.
Eclectic Readers group meet the third Friday of the month at 11:30 a.m. 
at the church. Contact: Del Smith, 612-0826
Book Discussion Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at the church. You are welcome to attend whether or not you 
have read the book. Information: 943-3861
Ethical Eating group meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30 
p.m. Meal followed/accompanied by round table discussion. Bring a 
vegan dish to share! Contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115, or dwaltner@
sbcglobal.net, for additional information.
Dinners for Eight. Date varies. Contact Maxine Wells, 681-0442, or 
Marcia Ellsworth, 688-5352.
Music Committee meets the fourth Sunday following service.

Every Week at First UU
Adult RE meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the southeast corner 
R.E. room. Current topic: Joseph Campbell lecture series. Contact: Corey 
Swertfager, 201-6921
Meditation: Establishing a Practice taught by Rev. Carter. This class 
is an introduction to Sitting Meditation, helping students learn to bring 
about a state of inner peacefulness and happiness, learn to reduce stress 
and to integrate the personality. The class also discusses the philosophy, 
goals, and techniques of the Science of Yoga. For further information, 
feel free to contact Rev. Carter by email at Minister@FirstUU.net. 
Wichita Buddhist Meditation and Reading Group meets on Tuesdays 
at 6 p.m. Contact: Bob Feleppa, 304-9170

 
Please contribute items of interest to 
your newsletter, First UU’s In Touch!

Book Discussion Group: 
A Hiatus
The Book Discussion Group is tak-
ing a break for the months of January 
and Febuary, due to the fact that Anne 
Bailey will not be able to participate 
and general lack of attendance. 
Please plan to participate in the Third 
Friday Eclectic Book Group and watch 
this space for further developments. 
Please call Anne Bailey 650-4905 if 
you have questions.

Just One
maryam kazmi

One song can spark a moment  
One flower can wake a dream  
One tree can start a forest  
One bird can herald spring  
One smile begins friendship  
One handclap lifts a soul  
One star can guide a ship at the se 
One vote can change a nation  
One sunbeam lights a room  
One candle wipes all the darkness 
One laugh will conquer gloom  
One step must start each journey  
One word must start each prayer  
One hope will raise our spirits  
One touch can show you care  
One voice can speak with wisdom  
One heart can know what’s true 

One life can make a difference  
You see it’s up to you  

(From a posting on Sheri Barnes’ 
Facebook page)
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Return Service Requested
First Unitarian Universalist Church
7202 E 21st St N
Wichita, KS 67206
www.FirstUU.net

Sunday Programs
9:30 a.m. Adult Religious Exploration
11:00 a.m. Children’s RE and Nursery

11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Vision Statement 
It is our Vision: 

To be a growing, inclusive, vital  
congregation that encourages shared values 

amidst differing beliefs and nurtures  
creative exploration of  

intellectual and spiritual paths.

To be a visible community leader  
that promotes human equity and  

compassion, and celebrates life  
through the arts.

 
Mission Statement  

Our mission, consistent with  
Unitarian Universalist principles,  
is to provide a joyful, safe, healing  

environment where diversity is embraced. 

We will inspire and uplift the whole person 
through enriching programs and services 

for all ages, and serve the larger community 
through social action  

and active promotion of the arts.

Rev. Carter’s 
Office Hours

Mondays and Thursdays 
from 10:00 — 1:00

Wednesdays 
from 4:00 — 7:00

May you feel Loved

Eclectic Readers 
Group 
“Adam was but human—this explains 
it all. He did not want the apple for 
the apple’s sake, he wanted it only 
because it was forbidden. The mistake 
was in not forbidding the serpent; then 
he would have eaten the serpent.”  
― Mark Twain, Pudd’nhead Wilson
Twain’s “Pudd’nhead Wilson” is the 
Eclectic Readers Group selection for 
February 15.  
For those who like to read ahead:  
in March we’ll tackle Ray Brad-
bury’s “Something Wicked This Way 
Comes.” 
Join us for a lively discussion at 11:30 
on the third Friday of the month.  
Brown bag lunch!


