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125th Anniversary: Featuring Dr. Paul Rasor
A WORKSHOP:  
Social Justice and Unitarian Universalist Identity: What’s Our Story? 
Saturday, October 27, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
EVENING PRESENTATION 
Liberal Religious Idealism: Limiting or Liberating? 
Saturday, October 27, 7:00 p.m.
SUNDAY SERVICE 
Who We Could Be 
Sunday, October 28, 11:00 a.m.

Dr. Paul Rasor is director of the Center for the Study of Religious Freedom and a professor of religious studies at Virginia 
Wesleyan University. He is also the author of Faith Without Certainty: Liberal Theology in the Twenty-first Century.
From the Foreword of Proclaiming Prophetic Witness – Liberal Religion in the Public Square, Dr. Rasor writes:

This is a time for prophets. In the United States, economic inequality – at its highest level since the Gilded Age – is 
tearing our communities apart, depriving young people of hope in the future. Across the world, the unsustainable use 
of fossil fuels has poisoned the soil and the air, turning African farms into desert and threatening island nations with 
destruction. Great liberation struggles of past generations remain incomplete. All too often, churches close their doors 
to queer families, schools close their doors to immigrant children, and hospitals close their doors to the most vulnerable. 
The earth and her people cry out in anguish, in indignation, and, yet still, in hope.
We who are called to prophetic witness today face our own set of obstacles. Religious liberals, in particular, have so 
often been offended and appalled by the prophets of conservative Christianity that we silence ourselves rather than risk 
sounding like them. Because we cherish the American experiment in religious freedom, we may worry that public wit-
ness in the name of faith could violate the separation of church and state. 
Our respect for the personal convictions of others may cause us to recoil from the harsh 
and denunciatory language favored by the biblical prophets. Drawing on a long tradition 
of openness to culture, we may find it hard to adopt the critical stance of the prophets, 
even as we see glaring injustices right in front of us.

Join us as Dr. Rasor presents a free workshop and discussion for religious liberals and 
prophets like us. By urging us to reclaim prophetic witness, he calls us to strengthen our 
identity as religious liberals.
When we know deeply that all humanity – indeed, all life – is connected, and that each of 
us has inherent worth and dignity of the ways we are held together. And in so doing, we 
will help to heal the world.
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Flower Bed Success!
The first summer of the front entrance flower beds has come 
and gone. The heat and the drought were tough on the newly 
planted flowers and some didn’t survive. Others came through 
with flying colors (literally): black-eyed Susans, coneflowers, 
sedum, purple prairie clover, daisy fleabane, rose moss, yar-
row, blanket flower, meadow sage, and heath daisy, to name a few. Most of the 
plants donated from members’ yards did very well. 
The wildlife responded immediately to the flowers. The flowers were constantly 
abuzz with numerous butterflies and bees. A bird was spotted eating coneflower 
seeds. 
The Gardening Group sends a big “thank you” to all the people who donated 
plants or money to purchase plants. It has been a successful season and we look 
forward to next spring. We will probably let most of the plants winter over with 
their stems and flower heads intact to provide winter interest. Then we’ll trim 
them up in early spring. Here’s to hoping we have a good winter with plenty of 
rain or snow.

Clif Christopher “Creating a Culture of 
Generosity” Workshop on Nov. 17
Attend a stewardship workshop led by Rev. Dr. Clif Christopher, certified 
church growth consultant and Fund Raising Executive. The event will take place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Nov. 17 at West Heights United Methodist Church, 745 
N Westlink Ave., Wichita, KS.
Rev. Dr. Christopher is an elder in the Arkansas Annual Conference and founder 
of the Horizons Stewardship Company. As a pastor, he led six major building 
and eight capital campaigns in churches ranging from 350 to 2,000 members.
At this workshop, you will discover:
How the culture of giving is changing.
The big question donors ask that you must answer for them.
The top reasons why people give.
The generational differences in giving.
The three pockets of giving.
What makes capital campaigns succeed or fail.
How to develop a successful planned giving ministry in your church.
Cost for the workshop is $10, which includes lunch. Registration is required by 
November 9, 2012. For more information, contact coordinator Gary Beach by 
email at gbeach@kswestumc.org or call (316) 684-0266.
[From Mike Diggs: “I want to encourage each of you to consider attending the 
workshop. Looks like a great opportunity. Creating a Culture about Generosity 
is NOT just about the financial commitment campaign its about developing a 
dedication and committeemen to our church.”]

What was the witch’s favorite subject in school?
Spelling!

Why couldn’t the ghost see its mom and dad?
Because they were trans-parents!
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Auction Action: 
First UU was the Big Winner!
The Wine/Cheese/Chocolate + Art, Antique and Service Silent Auction Event on September 8 was a great success from 
any perspective! It was an incredibly fun combination of party AND silent auction. Most attendees chose to partake in 
both but some just enjoyed the party. The attendees were entertained in the meeting room with music and song presented 
by Denise Jackson-Simon along with beautifully presented wine, cheese and chocolates. 
A special 125th Anniversary edition of the InTouch was produced by Melanie Jenney. This was an eight-page program for 
the Auction event and contained a welcome from the Co-presidents, a short church history, a thank you to all donors and 
sponsors plus listings of all auction items. The back page was a poster of the 125th Celebration events in October designed 
by Staci Steddum.
The bare minimum needed to cover the event expenses and those of the 125th Anniversary Month Events was about 
$3,800 ($2,500 for speaker Dr. Paul Rasor, and $900 for ½ of the fee for the Emma’s Revolution Concert [co-sponsored 
with the Peace and Social Justice Center] plus miscellaneous expenses of $400). It is estimated that final accounting at the 
end of October will show that this event will net over $6,000.
As part of the mission of First UU to support social action causes, United Care of Kansas was selected as a recipient of 
part of the profit from the event. United Care of Kansas is a 501 (c) (3) organization that has as its focus the prevention of 
child abuse and abduction through education. In support of their work, Peter Ninemire, on behalf of United Care of Kan-
sas, will be presented a check at the October 21st church service. 
To raise seed money for the Sept. 8 event, the Co-presidents Carol Clark and Mike Felton had held an “opportunity draw-
ing” for a flat screen T.V. that had been donated for this purpose. This effort raised $380 which was about half of the total 
expense (exclusive of donations) for the event. Anne Bailey won the T.V. and donated it to the R.E. Department.
Co-president Mike Felton had recruited sponsors for the large expenses of food and wine:
Bonnie and Robert Till and American Field Services-US sponsored the Cocoa Dolce Artisan Chocolates;
Carol Milner and Matt Mastroly sponsored the wines from Groves Liquor;
Carol and Jim Clark sponsored cheese and crackers; 
Helen Barnes and Jeanne De Grasse sponsored vegan cheese and crackers; and
Vernon McGee of www.finalfridayart.com donated space on his website for advertising of the auction.
Expenses over the sponsorships consisted of advertising, printing and food service items.
The 125th Auction Task Force consisting of Vivien Minshull-Ford, Courtney Ruthven, Vernon and Kathleen McGee, Jim 
Hammer, Jeanne De Grasse, Mike Felton and Pat Felton (chair) did an amazing job of recruiting, cataloging and dis-
playing the auction items. They also oversaw the Final Friday Auction Preview on August 31 and the Silent Auction on 
September 8.
The 125th Anniversary Celebration Task Force consisting of Marsha Diggs, Billie Knighton, Courtney Ruthven, Vivien 
Minshull-Ford, Anne Bailey, Pat Felton, Carol Clark and Mike Felton (chair) has planned the 125th Anniversary Celebra-
tion month of October, 2012 and worked closely with the Auction Task Force to cover all aspects of the September 8th 
event having to do with other than the auction. Marsha Diggs worked closely with the Worship Committee in the design 
and implementation of all four Sunday services in October and the service on November 4.
A “must be present to win” door prize drawing which was won by Melanie Jenney was held with every ticket holder 
placing a ticket stub in the drawing. The prize was a basket worth nearly $200 containing wine and wine glasses, theatre 
tickets, a 125th First UU Anniversary mug and a DVD set.
A very large and special thank you goes to all who made the September 8 event a huge success. This includes committee 
members, volunteers, sponsors, donors and attendees.

REMINDER: Dillon’s Cards are good for more than groceries!
In addition to using your Dillon’s card for all of your food and pharmacy needs you can use them to 

purchase your gas as well. And remember that you can use your Dillon card to purchase gift cards for 
the holidays! By purchasing items using your Dillon’s card you help the First UU church.
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Facility Usage Update
The good news is that First UU is enjoying additional and much needed revenue due to increased rental usage of our facility by outside 
groups. To accommodate the church’s normal and recurring events plus facilitate this greater rental usage and income, in July, 2012 
the Board of Trustees approved changes in facility usage policies. These new policies may require you to submit a request to the Board 
of Trustees to schedule a function other than your regular meetings. You many tentatively reserve a time by contacting Krista Schnee, 
the office manager. 
Making a tentative reservation IS NOT THE SAME AS A GUARANTEED RESERVATION and your event must still be submitted to 
the Board for approval. A general guideline would be that if your event includes outside speakers, inviting guests from outside of our 
congregation and/or advertising to the general public, you would need to submit your event for approval. Events that are ongoing and 
already included in the church schedule do not require submission to the Board. 
Another factor that may affect scheduling is the need to allow time for the space to be prepared for the next scheduled usage. This is 
on a case by case basis and is dependent upon the space that is being reserved. Often several meetings occur at the same time if the 
space and noise levels are compatible. A timing issue can arise if back-to-back uses are in the meeting room/kitchen/gathering space 
areas, especially after events in which a meal is served and the kitchen requires cleaning.
Also, some events require extensive preparation or set-up and removal of equipment which must be accommodated. Krista is quite 
adept at working out scheduling discrepancies and often minor changes can allow scheduling to occur as desired. If you have any 
questions about the status of your event, you may check with the Office Manager or Pat Felton, the Board appointed facility use repre-
sentative. 
Following is a listing of event definitions from the policy governing facility usage. 
Definitions and related policies: 
Church Event: An event held on church property that falls within the normal operation and/or support of the church. This would include 
but not be limited to: Sunday services, Religious Exploration classes, meetings regarding church groups or events. Special events that 
are an activity of a church group would be considered a church sponsored event (please see definition below). No rental payment or 
agreement required, although scheduling through the office is required. Event would be listed on the church calendars and in the order 
of service. 
Church Sponsored Event: An event held on church property that is supported by the church through specific board approval. Typically 
included in church sponsorship would be rent-free use of the facility or use at a reduced rate, at the option of the board. Most often this 
type of event would be introduced to the board by a church member who would also be involved in the planning, preparation and ex-
ecution of the event. It is also possible that an outside individual or group could appeal to the board for rent-free use or a reduced rental 
rate in regard to an event with which the church is sympathetic. A rental agreement could be required on a case-by-case basis even 
though a cash rental payment may not be required. Event would be listed on the church calendars and in the order of service. Wording 
stating, “This event is sponsored by First UU of Wichita” could be included in printed materials relating to this type of event.
Private Member Event: An event held on church property that is sponsored by a member for personal reasons. This would include: 
special event parties, weddings, funerals, seminars, workshops, other special interest events, and any building usage in association 
with this type of event. Rent at the member rate is required along with a rental agreement and could include a security deposit. Event 
would be listed on the church calendars and in the order of service as a private event. 
Private Event: A one-time event held on church property that is sponsored by other than a church member or group. This would 
include: speakers, classes, special event parties, weddings, funerals, seminars, workshops, other special interest events, and any 
building usage in association with this type of event held by a non-member. Rent at the non-member or not for profit rate is required 
along with a rental agreement which could include a security deposit. Event would be listed on the church calendars and in the order 
of service as a private event and would not be advertised in church publications. Fliers could be placed in the lobby in the space made 
available for such non-church sponsored but philosophically related events or publications. Wording indicating that this is a private 
event or stating the sponsoring organization or person should be included in printed materials relating to this type of event.
Recurring Private Events: A recurring event held on church property that is sponsored by other than a church member or group. This 
would include: association or group meetings, classes, seminars, workshops, other special interest events and any building usage in 
association with this type of event held on a recurring basis by a non-member. Rent at the non-member or not-for-profit rate is required 
along with a rental agreement that would be renewed and/or renegotiated annually and could include a security deposit. Events would 
be listed on the church calendars and in the order of service as a private event and would not be advertised in church publications. 
With board approval, fliers could be placed in the lobby in the space made available for such non-church sponsored but philosophically 
related events or publications. Wording indicating that this is a private event or stating the sponsoring organization or person should be 
included in printed materials relating to this type of event.



www.FirstUU.net                                                                                                                              5

Eclectic Readers’ 
Selections
November 16: Toni Morrison’s “Song 
of Solomon,” a book which explores 
the quest for cultural identity. The two 
part novel spans 30-plus years and 
tells the story of Macon “Milkman” 
Dead, a young man alienated from 
himself and estranged from his family, 
his community, and his historic and 
cultural roots.
Morrison’s third novel was published 
in 1977 and was the first to receive 
national attention, as it was selected 
by the Book-of-the-Month Club. She 
received the Nobel Prize for Literature 
in 1993 (the last American to receive 
the award) and the Pulitzer in 1987 for 
“Beloved.” 
President Obama awarded her the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 
May of this year. Some consider her a 
feminist writer, but Morrison disputes 
that. She says that while she doesn’t 
subscribe to patriarchy, matriarchy 
should not be substituted for it. Mor-
rison based “Song of Solomon” on 
the African-American folktale about 
enslaved Africans who escape slavery 
by flying back to Africa.
December 21: “The Cathedral of the 
World” is Forrest Church’s final book. 
There are new writings, and revisions 
of old. Dr. Church brings together 
themes he has explored throughout 
his career, from American history and 
the separation of church and state, to 
Unitarian Universalist theology, to 
social causes. 
The book is engaging and convincing 
in its advocacy for a thinking theology 
and social program, one that is all-
inclusive.
We meet at 11:30 on the third Friday 
of every month for a brown bag lunch 
and a lively discussion. 
All are welcome, whether as a com-
mitted, continuing me ber or for a 
single discussion of a book of particu-
lar interest. .  

National Organization for Women State Conference
The Kansas NOW 2012 State Conference will be held on Saturday, Nov. 10, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Ahlberg Hall 201 at WSU. A panel of women of color 
will share feminist perspectives on topics ranging from abortion, economic jus-
tice and government. 
Speakers include IBSA President Laxone Grays, “Angry Black Bitch” blogger 
Pamela Merritt, Rep. Gail Finney, Rep. Ponca-We Victors, Sen. Oletha Foust-
Goudeau, and Councilwoman Lavonta Williams.
Advance registration at www.KSNOW.org. Cost is $15 and includes lunch.

The First Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Wichita celebrates 125 years!
(I think we look pretty good for our age!)
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Repeating Schedule of Regular Activities

Every Month at First UU
Full Moon Dances are open to both women and men. Join in the dance to 
connect with the earth’s power, celebrate the elements, and discover your 
personal power. Information: C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, (708) G0-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877. E-mail is cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
New Moon Circle meets at the church. Intended to complement the Full 
Moon Dances, we offer this time to gather on the New Moon for study, 
meditation, and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth.
C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, has New Moon Circle and Full Moon Danc-
es, where the New Moon Circle is a time to gather, for study, meditation 
and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth and Full Moon.
For more information: C.U.U.P.s of Wichita, phone (708) GO-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877, cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
Craft Night is the first Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m.
Eclectic Readers group meet the third Friday of the month at 11:30 a.m. 
at the church. Contact: Del Smith, 612-0826
Book Discussion Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at the church. You are welcome to attend whether or not you 
have read the book. Information: 943-3861
Ethical Eating group meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30 
p.m. Meal followed/accompanied by round table discussion. Bring a 
vegan dish to share! Contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115, or dwaltner@
sbcglobal.net, for additional information.
Personnel Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10:15 a.m. in the library.
Dinners for Eight. Date varies. Contact Maxine Wells, 681-0442 or Mar-
cia Ellsworth, 688-5352.
Music Committee meets the fourth Sunday following service.

Every Week at First UU
Adult RE meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the southeast corner 
R.E. room. Current topic: Joseph Campbell lecture series. Contact: Corey 
Swertfager, 201-6921
Meditation: Establishing a Practice taught by Rev. Carter. This class 
is an introduction to Sitting Meditation, helping students learn to bring 
about a state of inner peacefulness and happiness, learn to reduce stress 
and to integrate the personality. The class also discusses the philosophy, 
goals, and techniques of the Science of Yoga. For further information, 
feel free to contact Rev. Carter by email at Minister@FirstUU.net. 
Meditation and Book Discussion on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Contact: Bob 
Feleppa, 304-9170

Order in the Store 
Room!
Rich Parry and Mike Felton installing 
new shelves in the church store room, 
utility room and classroom #1.
Courtney and Les Ruthven donated the 
shelves which were delivered in the 
pickup truck lent by Denise Jackson-
Simon. Many thanks to all for a very 
large improvement in the storage 
facilities of First UU.

Book Discussion Group:  
The Great Bridge
The Book Discussion Group meets at 
the Church on the second Wednesday 
at 7:00 p.m. 
The next meeting will be November 
14, 2012, and we are reading The 
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by 
Rebecca Skloot. 
From a Booklist review: “Writing with 
a novelist’s artistry, a biologist’s ex-
pertise, and the zeal of an investigative 
reporter, Skloot tells a truly astonish-
ing story of racism and poverty, sci-
ence and conscience, spirituality and 
family driven by a galvanizing inquiry 
into the sanctity of the body and the 
very nature of the life force.”  
Please join us for what promises to be 
a lively discussion. You may call Anne 
Bailey 650-4905 if you have ques-
tions.

Smile 
first!
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Return Service Requested
First Unitarian Universalist Church
7202 E 21st St N
Wichita, KS 67206
www.FirstUU.net

Sunday Programs
9:30 a.m. Adult Religious Exploration
11:00 a.m. Children’s RE and Nursery

11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Vision Statement 
It is our Vision: 

To be a growing, inclusive, vital  
congregation that encourages shared values 

amidst differing beliefs and nurtures  
creative exploration of  

intellectual and spiritual paths.

To be a visible community leader  
that promotes human equity and  

compassion, and celebrates life  
through the arts.

 
Mission Statement  

Our mission, consistent with  
Unitarian Universalist principles,  
is to provide a joyful, safe, healing  

environment where diversity is embraced. 

We will inspire and uplift the whole person 
through enriching programs and services 

for all ages, and serve the larger community 
through social action  

and active promotion of the arts.

Upcoming ServiceS 
November 
4 —  CUUPS: Ancestors
11 — Rev. David Carter
18 — UU High Schoolers: 
Grateful Growing Up... 
25 — Rev. David Carter

My heartfelt thanks for the 
caring thoughts, prayers, calls, 
cards and delicious food. You 
have helped ease my heavy heart. 

With gratitude, LaRilla 

From the Worship 
Committee
We are pleased to introduce you to a 
new tradition in our Sunday services.
On Sunday October 21, 2012, we will 
no longer use the lighting of candles to 
honor our joys and sorrows. Instead, 
we, like many other UU Churches, 
will begin using the motion of water.
By dropping a small pebble into a 
bowl of water and creating ripples and 
bubbles, we can be reminded that what 
touches one of us affects us all. 
We believe this will be easier to use 
and allow people to be more comfort-
able. We hope you will welcome and 
enjoy this gentle change.

Whooo’s 125?


