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Special thank you to the ROLLER CREW 
– Staci Steddum (in photo above), Deb 
Davis, Jeanne DeGrasse and David 
Oswald – for repainting the stripes in the 
parking lot! The paint and equipment were 
provided by Deb and Staci.

Chamber Music Concert June 17, 2 p.m.
The First Unitarian Universalist Church of Wichita celebrates 15 years of cham-
ber music with the third concert of the 2011-2012 season at 2:00 p.m. on Sun-
day, June 17.  First on our program, we welcome Chloe Mais to sing Villa-
Lobos’ “Bachianas Brasileiras No. 5:1. Aria with cellists; Susan Mayo, Susan 
Bentson, Liann Meyer and Parker Stanley.
Continuing on the South American Theme, guitarist Greg Golding has Villa-
Lobos guitar music to add. Next, the musical scene moves to the France of 300 
years ago, as The Market Street Consort will charm you with incidental pieces 
from Moliere by Dominique Probst for recorders, violin, guitar and percus-
sion. Catherine Consiglio, Principal Violist of the Wichita Symphony, and Susan 
Mayo, Wichita Symphony Cellist have prepared the delightful “Concert for 
Viola and Cello in G major” by another Frenchman, Francois Couperin. 
Leo Adamov, a member of the First Violin Section of the Wichita Symphony 
along with Jakub Omsky, Principal Cellist of the Wichita Symphony will pro-
vide the second half of the program, playing Maurice Ravel’s “Sonata for Violin 
and Cello” and Johan Halvorsen’s “Passacaglia after Handel.” The totality of 
this fine promised program will make for a fine afternoon of chamber music. 
Plan to attend and bring friends to introduce others to this fine artistic series 
provided by The First Unitarian Universalist as a gift to the Wichita Commu-
nity. The program will conclude with a cookie reception provided by our Music 
Committee. A $10 donation is suggested.

Parking Lot Picassos

CUUPs Rolling Casting Circle on June 16
The Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans (CUUPs) of Wichita will  
conduct a  Rolling Casting Circle Around Wichita on June 16th starting at 
8:30am (!) in Riverside Park
For more information, call (local to Wichita) 708-402-8877 or email  
cuupsks@gmail.com.  

Did You Forget?
If you took Church  

kitchen towels home to 
wash, please return them, 

we are getting low!
—from The Kitchen Mavens

Note from your editor: I am not receiving very much material to use in our newsletter. 
This month I spent several extra hours searching out and preparing extra content (see z) 

because there just weren’t enough submissions from members or groups of First UU. 
With all due respect, I agreed to prepare the newsletter with the understanding that I 

would compile it from contributions from First UU committees, members and friends.
I guess I could just make the font really, REALLY big! Anyway, I’m jus’ sayin’...
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RE Corner 
Attention: We need you. Please consider teaching a class this summer for our 
children and youth. Share your stories, talents, skills, interests and hobbies. It’s 
a great opportunity to get to know each other and it’s fun, too! The sign-up sheet 
is on the office window.
We are starting to upload information to the RE page on our church website. See  
the link for Youth Religious Education under the “Take Part” tab on the FirstUU.
net homepage (or www.firstuu.net/involvement/youth-religious-education).
There are several terrific opportunities available for young people:
Heifer Farm trip Aug. 1-4, 2012
We have been invited to join with youth from the Plymouth Congregational 
Church on a trip to the Heifer Ranch in Perryville, Arkansas.
The Global Challenge at Heifer Ranch is a four-day, three-night trip that intro-
duces participants to issues regarding world hunger.
It sounds fascinating, and the video on their website (www.heifer.org/visit/heif-
er-ranch) shows a little about the experience.
Cost: $160 per person (includes activities, food, and lodging for four days and 
three nights). Let Melanie or Denise know if you have questions about this trip.

OWL Class This Fall!
The Our Whole Lives class (a Human Sexuality UU-developed curriculum for 
young people) will be offered to youth in grades 7-9 on Sundays from noon to 
2 p.m. (lunch provided) at Plymouth Congregational at 202 N. Clifton. The ses-
sion will begin September 16 and run through November 18.
From the website (www.uua.org/re/owl): Our Whole Lives helps participants 
make informed and responsible decisions about their sexual health and behavior. 
It equips participants with accurate, age-appropriate information in six sub-
ject areas: human development, relationships, personal skills, sexual behavior, 
sexual health, and society and culture. 
Grounded in a holistic view of sexuality, Our Whole Lives not only provides 
facts about anatomy and human development, but also helps participants clarify 
their values, build interpersonal skills, and understand the spiritual, emotional, 
and social aspects of sexuality.
Some of our youth participated in this program two years ago and speak very 
highly of it. 
GA Scholarships for PSD Youth and Young Adults 
Thanks to contributions from participants at the closing worship of the PSD An-
nual Conference, and to the gracious response of the host congregation, White 
Bear UU Church, there are a limited number of scholarships available for Prairie 
Star youth and young adults to help offset the cost of attending Justice General 
Assembly.  
Justice GA, June 20-24, 2012, in Phoenix, Arizona (www.uua.org/ga/2012/in-
dex.shtml ) will be one of those events that stands as a milestone experience for 
Unitarian Universalists of all ages. We are thrilled that these funds are available. 
To extend the outreach of these funds, we ask that interested youth and young 
adults also ask their congregations to contribute financially towards their Gen-
eral Assembly participation.     
Scholarships are available for youth (grades 9 to 12 in the 2011-12 school year) 
and young adults (age 18 to 35). Apply online at http://www.psduua.org/Jus-
ticeGA/Scholarships. The first round of scholarships will be awarded based on 
applications received as of May 25, 2012. If funds still are available, additional 
scholarships will be awarded after that date. z
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Eclectic Readers Group
Some Interesting Takes on Myths,  
Religion and History
Karen Armstrong’s “A short history of myth” (published 2005)  is our June 
15th selection. She fastens the attributes of myth to the major chronological 
categories of human history, from Paleolithic to scientific eras. Ms. Armstrong 
is a former Catholic nun who is a well respected religion historian. Her books 
include “The Battle for God:  A History of God,”  “The 4,000-Year Quest of 
Judaism,Chrisianity and Islam,” Jerusalem: One City, Three Faiths,” “Buddha”  
and “In the Beginning: A New Interpretation of Genesis.”  
The City Library system has three copies. A quick search of online bookstores 
reveals numerous copies available, from $1.00 on up (plus shipping). 
An American classic, Willa Cather’s “Death Comes for the Archbishop” (pub-
lished 1927) is the group’s July 20 selection. The novel concerns the attempts 
of a Catholic bishop and a priest to establish a diocese in New Mexico Terri-
tory. Bishop Jean Marie Latour and Vicar Joseph Vaillant are well-meaning and 
devout priests who encounter a well-entrenched Spanish-Mexican clergy.  
The Frenchmen have been sent to supplant the Spanish-Mexican clergy when 
the United States acquired New Mexico and the Vatican remapped in dioceses. 
Cather based the novel on the life of Jean-Baptiste Lamy. Cather portrays the 
Hopi and Navaho sympathetically. The novel was included on Time’s 100 Best 
English-language Novels from 1923 to 2005 and Modern Library’s list of the 
100 best English-language novels of the 20th century.
We meet for a brown bag lunch at 11:30 on the third Friday of every month.
Peace, joy and equanimity  
— Del Smith

z
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Word of the Day
Our Word of the Day is paraprosdokian, a phrase or sentence that leads 
us down the garden path to an unexpected ending.
“Where there’s a will, I want to be in it,” is a paraprosdokian. (Winston 
Churchill loved them.)
1. Do not argue with an idiot. He will drag you down to his level and 
beat you with experience.
2. The last thing I want to do is hurt you. But it’s still on my list.
3. Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear 
bright until you hear them speak.
4. If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong.
5. We never really grow up, we only learn how to act in public.
6. War does not determine who is right — only who is left..
7. Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in 
a fruit salad.
8. Evening news is where they begin with ‘Good Evening,’ and then 
proceed to tell you why it isn’t.
9. To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is 
research.
10. A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train 
stops. On my desk, I have a work station.
11. I thought I wanted a career. Turns out I just wanted paychecks.
12. Whenever I fill out an application, in the part that says, ‘In case of 
emergency, notify:’ I put ‘DOCTOR.’
13. I didn’t say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you.
14. Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the 
street with a bald head and a beer gut, and still think they are sexy.
15. Behind every successful man is his woman. Behind the fall of a suc-
cessful man is usually another woman.
16. A clear conscience is the sign of a fuzzy memory.
17. You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute 
to skydive twice.
18. Money can’t buy happiness, but it sure makes misery easier to live 
with.
19. There’s a fine line between cuddling and holding someone down so 
they can’t get away.
20. I used to be indecisive. Now I’m not so sure.
21. You’re never too old to learn something stupid.
22. To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you hit 
the target.
23. Nostalgia isn’t what it used to be.
24. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
25. Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than stand-
ing in a garage makes you a car.
26. Where there’s a will, there are relatives.

Flag Day Forum on June 14 
Is Democracy for Sale?
“Is Democracy for Sale?,” a public 
forum by a Wichita-based group of 
citizens, We the People of Kansas, 
will be held on Flag Day, June 14, 
7 p.m. at the Wichita Boathouse 
(515 S. Wichita).
You’re invited to learn with mod-
erator Laura Dungan, and panelists 
Russell Fox, associate profes-
sor at Friends University; Louis 
Goseland, organizing director of 
Sunflower Community Action; 
David Hansen, Director of Inter-
faith Workers Justice Kansas; and 
Davis Merritt, Wichita journalist 
and author. 
After the panel, you can ask ques-
tions about America working best 
when our government is “of...by....
and for the people.”
The nonpartisan discussion will 
focus on the legal, economic, po-
litical and social consequences of 
the 2010 Supreme Court decision 
“Citizens United vs the Federal 
Election Commission.” 
With this decision, the Supreme 
Court enabled wealthy entities 
and people to dominate elections 
through their lobbying and adver-
tising.
Sponsored by We the People of 
Kansas, a Democracy Is for People 
team. Co-sponsored by Earth Spirit 
Kansas, Global Faith in Action, 
Independent Community Minis-
try Center, Kan Vote, League of 
Women Voters Wichita Metro, 
Southwind Sierra Club, Sunflower 
Community Action and The Group.
For more information: wethepeo-
pleofkansas@gmail.com and www.
united4thepeople.org

z

z



www.FirstUU.net

”I never told my own religion nor scrutinized that of 
another. I never attempted to make a  

convert, nor wished to change another’s creed. 
I am satisfied that yours must be an excellent  

religion to have produced a life of such exemplary  
virtue and correctness. For it is in our lives, and not 
from our words, that our religion must be judged.”

—Thomas Jefferson, 1743-1826; 
in a letter to Mrs. H. Harrison Smith, 1816

June Is Gay and Lesbian 
Pride Month
By Michelle Powers
June is gay and lesbian and pride 
month here in the United States. June 
was officially named gay pride month 
in the year 2000 by former President 
Bill Clinton. June was chosen to 
honor the Stonewall riots in 1969. The 
Stonewall riots were the beginning of 
the gay movement in the United States. 
There was a police raid at the Stone-
wall Inn in Manhattan. The police 
raided the bar at the Stonewall Inn 
for only one reason, it was a gay bar. 
People started rioting after the horrific 
event and the start of the gay move-
ment was born.
June is the month people are welcomed 
regardless of sexual orientation. The 
gay and lesbian community tries to 
break the stigma associated with their 
sexual orientations. Gay and lesbian 
groups host parties, parades and all 
other kinds of community gatherings.
The gay and lesbian community uses 
June to educate the public regarding 
the gay movement and the many social 
challenges the gay and lesbian com-
munity face in everyday life.The main 
symbol used to show gay pride is the 
rainbow flag. The first flag appeared 
in the San Francisco Gay and Lesbian 
Freedom Day Parade. Artist Gilbert 
Baker designed the rainbow flag by 
borrowing symbolism from the hip-
pie movement and black civil rights 
movement. Each color of the flag has 
meaning: Red for life, Orange for heal-
ing, Yellow for sun, Green for serenity 
with nature, Turquoise for art, Indigo 
for harmony, and Violet for spirit. Each 
of these colors represents a part of the 
gay and lesbian community.
To show your gay and lesbian pride, 
proudly display a rainbow sticker in 
your window or even office. Showing 
pride dose not mean you are gay, it 
means you support the gay and lesbian 
movement. If you are concerned peo-
ple will assume you are gay then use 
that moment as a teaching moment. 
http://voices.yahoo.com/june-gay-lesbian-
pride-month-374300.html?cat=7

z

z

z
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Repeating Schedule of Regular Activities

Every Month at First UU
Full Moon Dances are open to both women and men. Join in the dance to 
connect with the earth’s power, celebrate the elements, and discover your 
personal power. Information: C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, (708) G0-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877. E-mail is cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
New Moon Circle meets at the church. Intended to complement the Full 
Moon Dances, we offer this time to gather on the New Moon for study, 
meditation, and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth.
C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, has New Moon Circle and Full Moon Danc-
es, where the New Moon Circle is a time to gather, for study, meditation 
and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth and Full Moon.
For more information: C.U.U.P.s of Wichita, phone (708) GO-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877, cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
Eclectic Readers group meet the 3rd Friday of the month at 11:30 a.m. at 
the church. Contact: Del Smith, 612-0826
Book Discussion Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at the church. You are welcome to attend whether or not you 
have read the book. Information: 943-3861
Ethical Eating group meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30 
p.m. Meal followed/accompanied by round table discussion. Bring a 
vegan dish to share! Contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115, or dwaltner@
sbcglobal.net, for additional information.
Membership Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10 a.m.
Personnel Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10:15 a.m. in the library.
Dinners for Eight. Date varies. Contact Maxine Wells, 681-0442 or Mar-
cia Ellsworth, 688-5352.
Music Committee meets the fourth Sunday following service.

Every Week at First UU
Tai Chi classes on Wednesdays, 7 p.m., $5 per class. Dress comfortably. 
Please first contact David Larsen, 612-4726 or davidlarsen@sbcglobal.net 
Adult RE meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the southeast corner 
R.E. room. Current topic: No Excuses! Existentialism and the Meaning of 
Life. Contact: Corey Swertfager, 201-6921
Meditation: Establishing a Practice taught by Rev. Carter. This class 
is an introduction to Sitting Meditation, helping students learn to bring 
about a state of inner peacefulness and happiness, learn to reduce stress 
and to integrate the personality. The class also discusses the philosophy, 
goals, and techniques of the Science of Yoga. For further information, 
feel free to contact Rev. Carter by email at Minister@FirstUU.net. 
Meditation and Book Discussion on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Contact: Bob 
Feleppa, 304-9170

Book Discussion Group: The 
Greater Journey
The Book Discussion Group will meet 
at the Church on Wednesday eve-
ning, June 13 at 7:30 p.m.  
We will talk about The Greater 
Journey, by David McCullogh.  The 
Greater Journey is the enthralling, in-
spiring—and, until now, untold—story 
of the adventurous American artists, 
writers, doctors, politicians, architects, 
(many of them Unitarians) and others 
of high aspiration who set off for Paris 
in the years between 1830 and 1900, 
ambitious to excel in their work. 
After risking the hazardous journey 
across the Atlantic, these Americans 
embarked on a greater journey in the 
City of Light.  Most had never left 
home, never experienced a different 
culture. None had any guarantee of 
success. That they achieved so much 
for themselves and their country pro-
foundly altered American history.
Since this book is a bit longer than our 
usual fiction choices, we may extend 
our discussion of it to July.  If not, our 
selection for July is Mop Men:  Inside 
the World of Crime Scene Cleaners  by 
Alan Emmins.
Please call Anne Bailey (316-943-
3861) for further information.

“You have brains in your head. 
You have feet in your shoes. 
You can steer yourself any 

direction you choose.  
You’re on your own.  

And you know what you know.  
And YOU are the one  

who’ll decide where to go…” 
—Dr. Seuss, from his book, 
“Oh, the Places You will Go!”

Honoring Recent Graduates

z
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Return Service Requested

First Unitarian Universalist Church
7202 E 21st St N
Wichita, KS 67206

www.FirstUU.net

Sunday Programs
9:30 a.m. Adult Religious Exploration
11:00 a.m. Children’s RE and Nursery

11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Vision Statement 
It is our Vision: 

To be a growing, inclusive, vital  
congregation that encourages shared values 

amidst differing beliefs and nurtures  
creative exploration of  

intellectual and spiritual paths.

To be a visible community leader  
that promotes human equity and  

compassion, and celebrates life  
through the arts.

 
Mission Statement  

Our mission, consistent with  
Unitarian Universalist principles,  
is to provide a joyful, safe, healing  

environment where diversity is embraced. 

We will inspire and uplift the whole person 
through enriching programs and services 

for all ages, and serve the larger community 
through social action  

and active promotion of the arts.

The Woman’s Bible by Elizabeth Cady Stanton
[DoverPublications.com, The Woman’s Bible: A Classic Feminist Perspective]
The publication of 
The Woman’s Bible in 
1895 and 1898 repre-
sented the last crusade 
of pioneer feminist 
Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton to strike at the 
roots of the ideology 
behind her gender’s 
subordinate role in 
society. 
In the tradition of radi-
cal individualism that 
guided her philosophy, 
Stanton’s attack on 
religious orthodoxy 
is more a forceful 
political treatise than a 
scholarly work.

] 
Excerpt from introduction.

z


