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Our heartfelt condolences 
to Connie Pace-Adair on 
the passing of her brother.

Fabulous Front 
Flowerbeds!
The Gardening Group gives a hearty 
“thanks” to everyone who helped with 
the entrance flowerbeds!
People volunteered plants from their 
yards. Others purchased plants from 
nurseries and donated those. Still oth-
ers gave money to purchase plants. 
We had busy and happy gardeners 
planting all those plants on two week-
ends.
Stop by and see the “green” results of 
all these donations.

Gardeners at work: Kelly Zens, Linda 
Jordan, Anita Culp
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Minister’s Musings  
Spiritual Ignorance Root of Evil
Spiritual ignorance is at the root of the world-wide econom-
ic recession. The escalating ecological emergency stems 
from a lack of knowledge of the spiritual laws that govern 
reality. Likewise, the interminable hostilities in the Middle 
East are born of nescience. 

Conversely, Jesus perfectly articulated the spiritual science that inaugurates love 
when he insisted that “even as you do unto the least of these little ones, you do 
unto me.” But that teaching is not unique to Christ. India’s ancient Bhagavat 
Purana (also known as the Srimad Bhagavatam) teaches that:
“One who worships God in church but does not know that God dwells in every 
living entity’s heart, is in ignorance. Offering respect to God in church but re-
maining envious of others is symptomatic of a separatist, one who never attains 
peace of mind because of his or her inimical behavior towards others. Instead, 
behaving responsibly, one should worship until one realizes the godhead as 
fully present in one’s own heart and in the hearts of all other living entities as 
well. Otherwise, whoever makes the least discrimination between himself and 
other living entities because of a differential outlook will experience great fear 
and remain bound to the cycle of birth and death. Therefore, through charitable 
gifts and attention, as well as by friendly behavior, and viewing all to be alike, 
one should propitiate the Supreme, who abides in all creatures as their very 
Self.”      (Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 3, chapter 29, texts 22-27)

Humans in general, though, have despised the light of such wisdom teachings, 
Eastern or Western, preferring the darkness instead, along with its poisonous 
fruits of hatred and violence.
But one who patiently cultivates realized knowledge harvests from another 
orchard. Inquiring deeply into the law of conservation, in time he or she comes 
to grasp the truth proclaimed in every spiritual tradition – that eternality of being 
pertains to all existences, up to an including the individual soul. And, for that 
person, the epiphany that transforms antipathy and violence into loving service 
has dawned irrevocably. Behavior changes. At that time the Golden Rule ceases 
to be a quaint suggestion fit to be rejected along with the host of other impracti-
cal admonitions spiritualists spout and instead is recognized for what it is –a 
declaration of the inevitability of “payback.” 
Enlightened self-identity in the present day requires that we become educated 
and knowledgeable about the great spiritual traditions of the world, and sensi-
tive to the thoughts and feelings of “others.” After all, human society has been 
transformed, de facto, into a “global village” no longer bounded by geographi-
cal demarcation into separate countries or communities. Formerly, practitioners 
of different religions lived in far distant places – today they are our next door 
neighbors, either figuratively or literally. And, we are theirs. We are all “others.” 
Can we afford to remain ignorant and unwelcoming? 
Rather, the present need of human society is that we acknowledge the interde-
pendent web of all existence, and adopt an ideology of “one for all and all for 
one” transcendental to divisive, sectarian hostilities. We need to actually live 
by the Golden Rule in each hour of every day. In such an atmosphere of mutual 
respect and loving concern, economic crisis, ecological emergency, and wide-
spread violence cannot thrive.
We find the Golden Rule at the heart of every spiritual tradition of the world. We 
should take it seriously. What is our alternative? People of conscience the world 
wide are appalled and aghast to see how intolerance, hatred, and fear devoured 

[Continued on next page]
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Book Discussion group: The 
Phantom Tollbooth
The Book Discussion Group will meet 
at the Church on Wednesday evening, 
May 9 at 7:30 p.m. We will talk about 
The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton 
Juster. 
It is the story of Milo, a young boy 
with little interest in anything, who 
takes a trip through the Phantom 
Tollbooth to the Lands Beyond where 
he meets an enchanting cast of charac-
ters that teach him the importance of 
words, numbers, ideas, creativity, and 
enthusiasm for life.    
The New York Times reviewer has 
said it has “something wonderful 
for anybody old enough to relish the 
allegorical wisdom of Alice in Won-
derland and the pointed whimsy of 
The Wizard of Oz.” It is now ac-
knowledged as a classic of children’s 
literature. You are welcome to join 
our informal group even if you have 
not read the book, or read it as a child 
when it was published in 1961. 
For June we will be reading The 
Greater Journey by David McCullogh. 
The Greater Journey is the enthrall-
ing, inspiring — and, until now, untold 
— story of the adventurous American 
artists, writers, doctors, politicians, 
architects, and others of high aspira-
tion who set off for Paris in the years 
between 1830 and 1900, ambitious to 
excel in their work. 
After risking the hazardous journey 
across the Atlantic, these Americans 
embarked on a greater journey in the 
City of Light. Most had never left 
home, never experienced a different 
culture. None had any guarantee of 
success. That they achieved so much 
for themselves and their country pro-
foundly altered American history.
Please call Anne Bailey at 316-943-
3861 if you have 
questions 
about our 
group. 

the now-infamous Norwegian killer 
Anders Breivik until, ultimately, in his 
madness, he became the monstrously 
evil being he wanted to expose and 
destroy. Such is the poisonous fruit of 
spiritual ignorance. 
No, a broad and deep spiritual knowl-
edge that recognizes and celebrates 
unity in diversity is the urgent need of 
the present day. 
Unitarian Universalism has a great 
role to play in advancing humanity to 
this high ground of spiritual thought 
and enlightened living, because it is in 
the vanguard of those at home with an 
“evolutionarily novel” way of seeing 
and serving the world – as one sacred, 
interdependent web of kindred exis-
tences. 
For, everything that lives is holy!

Author’s Correction re: 
“Ter Kadamba”  
(April 2012 In Touch):
Srila Rupa Goswami was at one time 
Secretary of State in the government 
of Bengal; his illustrious brother, Srila 
Sanatan Goswami, was Prime Minister. 
In the few English language transla-
tions of their biographies, sometimes 
the roles they played in government 
are mistakenly switched. My apologies.

[Continued from previous page]

From the Treasurer
Report for fiscal year 7-1-11 to 6-30
                                  Month of March      Year to Date (3-31-12)
Total Income          $ 9,412.79                 $103,690.57
Total Expenses          $10,648.45              $110,955.24
Net Income (Loss) ($  1,235.66)          ($  7,264.67)
Payments on your pledge are always welcome, and very much needed at this 
time. Pledge statements have been prepared and may be picked up at Church 
on Sunday or will be mailed to you after the April 29 service.
Thank you in advance, 
Anne Bailey, Treasurer

Meditation for 
Mother’s Day

This is the kind of God I could worship: 
a heavenly Mother who prefers 
imitation to adoration, 
and who sees in all Creation 
the indivisible smiles of Her children.
Our Mother, Holy Wisdom, draws one 
breath 
and even we who are miles away 
are warmed by the glory of Her inspiration. 
Our Mother, Holy Wisdom, reaches out 
and even we locked-up against ourselves 
are immersed in the blessing of Her 
embrace. 
This Earth is Her body, 
and we, children of the Earth, 
are Her children.

It really is as simple as that. 
Let us honor our Holy Mother 
by loving our bodies made in Her image, 
by loving one another as she has loved us, 
by loving this Earth, our beautiful and 
eternal home.
Amen.

—Jeffrey B. Symynkywicz

Psst...
Swap day on May 6 after church?!? 
Bring the stuff you no longer need or 
want, trade it for something special!
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The awareness of all that is wrong 
with the world can be overwhelming. 
In the face of seemingly insurmount-
able challenges, it can seem hopeless 
to try to effect positive change. But 
that doesn’t mean we should stop try-
ing. Our church keeps trying. And the 
people in this church keep trying. 
We give to this church because it 
challenges us. Challenges us to think. 
Challenges us to act. Challenges us to 
be the heros in our own lives. Some-
times that is not easy. 
Our church itself faces challenges. It 
cannot threaten Hell if members do 
not tithe, nor promise Heaven if they 
do. We are, most of us, obstinately ra-
tional in our beliefs, and that dog just 
don’t bark here. 
Sometimes I envy the “true believers” 
in other religions. How much simpler 
it would be to have someone else tell 
you what to believe; to break every-
thing down into black and white, and 
conveniently ignore anything that’s 
gray or has color. Abdicating respon-
sibility for our beliefs and practices 
would be so much easier. 
How much more difficult to actually 
THINK. To read, to ponder, to come to 
conclusions that are not popular.
But, in MY spiritual philosophy du 
jour, to simply accept someone else’s 
word without applying a critical think-
ing litmus test for crap, is itself a sin. 
Where religious leaders say something 
requires “faith,” it often means there is 
no logic in their argument.
But who am I to create my own belief 
system?
Maybe it is conceit to think that I can 
figure something out just about as well 
as someone else. Maybe it is cynicism, 
because I’ve often seen those who 
preach behave at odds with their own 
messages. As Susan B. Anthony said, 
“I distrust those people who know 
so well what God wants them to do, 

because I notice it always coincides 
with their own desires.” Or maybe it’s 
being married to a science teacher, that 
my theories, to some extent, require 
observable and testable results, or at 
least some basis in logic.
There’s a joke that we don’t belong to 
an organized religion: We are Unitar-
ian Universalists. In our church, there 
are as many different opinions about 
religion as there are members in our 
congregation. 

We received a phone survey at home 
a few months ago, and some of the 
questions pertained to our religion. 
When they asked Charlie what religion 
he belonged to, he explained at some 
length his humanism and atheistic 
leanings, with influences from Bud-
dhism and Hinduism… and I’m sure 
the caller at the other end was com-
pletely flummoxed about which choice 
to designate. 

Friends of and at First UU... 
From Charlie Jenney

The question was posed to Melanie and me to write about why we support 
First UU with our time, talents and treasure. As I read the points Melanie 
wrote it strikes me that we give to this community because we care.
Our individual and joint voyages through life have brought us to the realiza-
tion that all people are important and deserve justice and respect, even those 
who think we are hell-bound — yeah, even them. We feel that there must be 
a place for a free and responsible search for truth and meaning for ourselves 
and our children, but also as important, we care that it is available to others 
and their children. 
The greatest contrast I can recall from my earlier religious experiences and 
UU is in the study of other religions. When I was younger, attending a fun-
damentalist church, we studied other religions with the focus being that these 
are the confused or corrupted sinners leading people to hell. As we studied 
world religions over the years with the secondary class at UU, we had the fo-
cus of asking what truths can we find and what common ground do we share? 
We value the opportunity to ask a fellow church member, who is a Buddhist, a 
pagan, an atheist, or some other-ist, to come speak to our children about how 
they have found meaning in their beliefs and listen with an open, questioning 
mind to them. I value our daughter’s belief in God, though there is no place 
for that in my mind. I am confident that our region does not harbor another 
place where children are so openly encouraged to develop their own beliefs. 
I hope that you understand now that our support of this church is selfish. We 
give our time and talents to prepare and teach RE classes and our treasure to 
insure a location and staff where we and our children can be free and encour-
aged to question and think about life’s big questions. 
We support the church where diverse people with a wide array of beliefs are 
brought together to interact with us and our children to give us a richer life. 
The church nurtures and supports causes we agree with and people in need 
who we care about, or would if we knew them, but it comes down to the fact 
that we get a great return on our investment. We give a little time and money 
and we get a place where our children can join with other children and learn 
from all of you about what life is really about.

Our Home Away from Home   From Melanie Jenney

Dear Fellow First UU Members and Friends,  
When Charlie and I were asked to write to you with our reasons for supporting our church, I don’t 
think they anticipated such a lengthy response! But we hope something in our words will speak to 
you and inspire you to do what you can to bless this church with your time, talent and treasure!

[Continued on next page]
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When I was asked the same question, 
I simply answered “Unitarian Univer-
salism.” For a moment I wanted to go 
into some detail about my own amor-
phous religion… smatterings from 
Paganism, Native American teachings, 
Goddess readings etc etc, then it was 
like a lightbulb went off and I realized 
all that stuff meant I was UU. 
The principles of Unitarian Universal-
ism, and the mission of this church 
in particular, are at the core of who I 
am and what I believe. No one had to 
convince me of these … I arrived at 
the same place after much soul-search-
ing, questioning, observation and the 
cumulation of my experiences.
I often wonder why our church is not 
more popular than it is, because it just 
seems like anyone who really thought 
hard about it would land in the same 
place. Yeah, it can be a little bit messy 
because we have to sometimes agree 
to disagree, but we embrace our fellow 
travelers, even if our journeys and our 
perceived destinations are different. 
We all grow by considering lessons 
others have learned on their paths.
If this church did not exist in this city, 
I don’t think that I would regularly at-
tend any church at all. There are some 
liberal congregations in town, but I 
would feel like I was selling my soul 
to profess to believe something I do 
not simply by my repeated presence in 
their church, saying the words of their 
prayers or singing the words of their 
hymns. 
I cannot imagine my life without First 
UU… its walls are the walls of our 
home away from home, and its people 
are my chosen family. 

These exhaustingly stubborn, out-
spoken, opinionated, informed and 
wonderful people are the role models I 
want for our children, and this reli-
gion, one that encourages their spirit 
of curiosity instead of squashing it, 
fosters their independent thought and 
confidence. Instead of leading by fear, 
it leads by love. 
No matter where our children end up 
in the spectrum of religious thought 
and spiritual practice, it will be be-
cause they choose to be there based on 
their exposure to the wisdom of people 
from all faiths and experiences, both 
now and throughout the ages.
For these and so many other reasons, 
Charlie and I (and our daughters!) 
support this church with our money, 
with our time, with our presence, with 
our particular abilities. From working 
with the youth, to changing lightbulbs, 
to editing the newsletter, to picking 
up trash, to serving on committees, 
to hauling ponies, to serving at din-
ner fundraisers, to buying Dillon’s 
certificates, to filling in at the nursery, 
to helping install the storage shed, to 
bringing food for First Sunday Lunch, 
to producing a pre-sale environmental 
report, and, yes, to writing checks… 
there are a gajillion things that go into 
making this church — OUR church — 
a viable and functioning presence in 
Wichita.
I hope you, too, will do whatever you 
can to bless this church with your do-
nation of time, talent and treasure!

[Continued from previous page]

Unitarian Universalist 
Principles
The seven principles which  
Unitarian Universalist  
congregations affirm & promote:

The inherent worth and dignity of every 
person;
Justice, equity and compassion in human 
relations;
Acceptance of one another and encourage-
ment to spiritual growth in our congrega-
tions;
A free and responsible search for truth and 
meaning;
The right of conscience and the use of the 
democratic process within our congrega-
tions and in society at large;
The goal of world community with peace, 
liberty, and justice for all;
Respect for the interdependent web of all 
existence of which we are a part. 

Unitarian Universalism draws 
from many sources:

Direct experience of that transcending 
mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cul-
tures, which moves us to a renewal of the 
spirit and an openness to the forces which 
create and uphold life;
Words and deeds of prophetic women 
and men which challenge us to confront 
powers and structures of evil with justice, 
compassion, and the transforming power 
of love;
Wisdom from the world’s religions which 
inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life;
Jewish and Christian teachings which call 
us to respond to God’s love by loving our 
neighbors as ourselves;
Humanist teachings which counsel us 
to heed the guidance of reason and the 
results of science, and warn us against 
idolatries of the mind and spirit;
Spiritual teachings of earth-centered tra-
ditions which celebrate the sacred circle of 
life and instruct us to live in harmony with 
the rhythms of nature.

These principles and sources of 
faith are the backbone of our  
religious community.

First Unitarian Universalist Church of Wichita
It is our vision to be a growing, inclusive, vital congregation that encourages 
shared values amidst differing beliefs and nurtures creative exploration of 
intellectual and spiritual paths. 
To be a visible community leader that promotes human equity and compas-
sion, and celebrates life through the arts.
Our mission, consistent with Unitarian Universalist principles, is to provide a 
joyful, safe, healing environment where diversity is embraced. We will inspire 
and uplift the whole person through enriching programs and services for all 
ages, and serve the larger community through social action and active promo-
tion of the arts.
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EvEry Month at First UU
Full Moon Dances are open to both women and men. Join in the dance to 
connect with the earth’s power, celebrate the elements, and discover your 
personal power. Information: C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, (708) G0-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877. E-mail is cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
New Moon Circle meets at the church. Intended to complement the Full 
Moon Dances, we offer this time to gather on the New Moon for study, 
meditation, and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth. 
C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, has New Moon Circle and Full Moon Danc-
es, where the New Moon Circle is a time to gather, for study, meditation 
and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth and Full Moon 
For more information: C.U.U.P.s of Wichita, phone (708) GO-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877, cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
Eclectic Readers group meet the 3rd Friday of the month at 11:30 a.m. at 
the church. Contact: Del Smith, 612-0826
Book Discussion Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at the church. You are welcome to attend whether or not you 
have read the book. Information: 943-3861
Ethical Eating group meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30 
p.m. Meal followed/accompanied by round table discussion. Bring a 
vegan dish to share! Contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115, or dwaltner@
sbcglobal.net, for additional information.
Membership Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10 a.m.
Personnel Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10:15 a.m. in the library.
Dinners for Eight. Date varies. Contact Maxine Wells, 681-0442 or Mar-
cia Ellsworth, 688-5352.
Music Committee meets the fourth Sunday following service.

EvEry WEEk at First UU
Tai Chi classes on Wednesdays, 7 p.m., $5 per class. Dress comfortably. 
Please first contact David Larsen, 612-4726 or davidlarsen@sbcglobal.net 
Adult RE meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the southeast corner 
R.E. room. Current topic: No Excuses! Existentialism and the Meaning of 
Life. Contact: Corey Swertfager, 201-6921
Meditation: Establishing a Practice taught by Rev. Carter. This class 
is an introduction to Sitting Meditation, helping students learn to bring 
about a state of inner peacefulness and happiness, learn to reduce stress 
and to integrate the personality. The class also discusses the philosophy, 
goals, and techniques of the Science of Yoga. For further information, 
feel free to contact Rev. Carter by email at Minister@FirstUU.net. 
Meditation and Book Discussion on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Contact: Bob 
Feleppa, 304-9170

Eclectic Readers Group: 
May & June Selections
“Moving Violations: War Zones, 
Wheelchairs, and Declarations of 
Independence” will be discussed on 
May 18 at our 11:30 a.m. meeting. It 
is John Hockenberry’s memoir, which 
chronicles his life as a paraplegic since 
an auto accident at age 19. 
Critically acclaimed, the book is de-
scribed as “entertaining, provocative, 
unexpected, outspoken and occasion-
ally outrageous...”  (Amazon has 
nearly 200 used books available for 
purchase if you cannot locate a copy 
locally. Purchases made through the 
First UU link to Amazon benefit the 
church’s coffers!)
“A Short History of Myth” by Karen 
Armstrong is our June 15th selec-
tion. Armstrong, a profilic and noted 
religion historian, fastens the attributes 
of myth to the major chronological 
categories of human history, from 
Paleolithic to scientic eras. 
Booklist reviewer Gilbert Taylor notes 
that the book is written with great 
explanatory clarity and is an “efficient, 
fascinating experience.” (Published in 
2005, three copies in the city library 
system.) 
We meet for a brownbag lunch on 
the third Friday each month. Join us, 
whether as a “regular” or for a book 
which particularly interests you.  
Peace, joy and equanimity  
— Del Smith

“To be nobody but yourself in a world that’s  
doing its best to make you somebody else, 

is to fight the hardest battle you are ever going to fight. 
Never stop fighting.” 

—E.E. Cummings

Our own Rev. Carter 
will be a member of a 
panel presenting Luigi 
Giussani’s book “At the 
Origin of the Christian 
Claim” on Thursday, 
May 3rd, at 7:00 p.m., 
at the St. Paul Catholic 

Center at WSU.

Free and open to public.
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Return Service Requested

First Unitarian Universalist Church
7202 E 21st St N
Wichita, KS 67206

www.FirstUU.net

Sunday Programs
9:30 a.m. Adult Religious Exploration
11:00 a.m. Children’s RE and Nursery

11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Vision Statement 
It is our Vision: 

To be a growing, inclusive, vital  
congregation that encourages shared values 

amidst differing beliefs and nurtures  
creative exploration of  

intellectual and spiritual paths.

To be a visible community leader  
that promotes human equity and  

compassion, and celebrates life  
through the arts.

 
Mission Statement  

Our mission, consistent with  
Unitarian Universalist principles,  
is to provide a joyful, safe, healing  

environment where diversity is embraced. 

We will inspire and uplift the whole person 
through enriching programs and services 

for all ages, and serve the larger community 
through social action  

and active promotion of the arts.

Minister’s Hours 
Mondays from noon until 3 p.m.  
Wednesdays: 
From 5 until 8 p.m. on the second, 
fourth, and fifth Wednesdays of 
each month; and from 5 until 7 p.m. 
on the first and third Wednesdays of 
each month.
The minister is also available by ap-
pointment. Please e-mail Minister@
FirstUU.net or call the church at  
684-3481 to arrange a time.

“The world’s favorite season is the spring. 
All things seem possible in May.”

—Edwin Way Teale

125th Anniversary 
of First UU!
Upcoming Events to celebrate the 
125th Anniversary of First UU:
Wine and Chocolate party - coming 
soon
Ice Cream Social - this summer
Victorian Tea - early fall
Information and ticket prices to follow.
Do you have an idea for an event to 
honor our 125th?  Would you like to 
sponsor or volunteer at such an event?
Contact Mike Fetlon (263-7758) or 
Carol Clark (683-2747).


