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Bookstore News
By Taryn Cipra
Sincere thanks and gratitude for all 
those that contributed to and partici-
pated in the Book Sale, Bake Sale, 
and Silent Auction. With everyone’s 
kind contributions we were able to add 
over $1000 to the church operating 
fund. Fantastic! Sales of the Meatless 
Monday Recipe book are ongoing for 
$5 (while supplies last). 
We would also like to take this op-
portunity to introduce a new volunteer 
who is taking over the operation of the 
Chalice Bookstore, Taryn Cipra. Taryn 
is a transfer UU from the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of Manhat-
tan, KS, who is currently a graduate 
student in Biology at Wichita State 
University.  
I am honored to be entrusted with the 
Chalice Bookstore.  I certainly have 
big shoes to fill. Del did an amazing 
job. Please feel free to contact me on 
facebook, or email trcipra@wichita.
edu with comments, suggestions, or 
just to say “Hi!”

Worship Committee Wants YOU!
Do you read? Do you type? Do you have a poetic soul?
In seeking an additional member for the Worship Committee, the first two 
qualities are “required” and the third one is “optional.” We’ve been looking for 
another member for some time, but it occurred to me that we may not be doing 
an adequate job of luring in the right participant! 
All of us on the WC are busy people -- some of us have multiple jobs and 
businesses, some of us have children and grandchildren, some of us have 
volunteer activities and other organizations we support. But each of us makes 
time, in some small way, to serve our church via the Worship Committee.
Even if you don’t have time for a one-evening-per-month committee meeting, 
we could still use your help. We need someone who could prepare the Service 
Script once per month and line up someone to be the Service Leader. 
“But I’m not much of a writer and I don’t know how to assemble a script,” 
you’re saying? No problem-o! The Service Script is already written and the 
template would be emailed to you; all you would need to do is select a few 
hymns and readings (if its a guest speaker Sunday), insert them into the pre-
written script, and send those selections to the appropriate church staff. If it’s 
a Sunday in which Rev. Carter is in the pulpit, it’s more a matter of inserting 
the correct titles, page numbers, etc. into the script and making sure Krista (in 
the office) and Jenny (the pianist) have the information. This takes 1-1.5 hours, 
depending on who is speaking that particular Sunday you are in charge of 
prepping the script. 
You might also wish to take on the role of Service Leader yourself -- OR, 
tap someone you think is a good speaker for the job! Again, the overall 
responsibility is not tremendous. If we had an extra person on Worship 
Committee, it would be possible for each committee member to take on script 
preparation one Sunday a month, thereby spreading out the responsibility and 
keeping it manageable for all. 
Please let me know if you have questions about the committee. You may already 
know someone who should be our next guest speaker! And please consider this 
invitation to join us.
Suzanna Mathews, Twitter: @AWESuz 
www.suzannamathews.com

Your newsletter contribution goes here!

Sympathies
Our heartfelt condolences to Brent 
Weeks on the passing of his mother, 
and our sincere sympathy to Cindy 
Entriken and Jim 
Hammer on the 
passing of Cindy’s 
mother. 
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Minister’s Musings  

Are You a Christian?
We stand at the doorway
to the higher worlds
But they won’t open
‘til we open ourselves 

   (Steve Hillage, excerpt, “Unidentified Flying Being”)
To answer a question as freighted with complexities as are you a Christian with 
a simple affirmation begs the more important question of what it means to be a 
Christian. 
Fred Phelps, minister of Topeka’s Westboro Baptist Church self-identifies as a 
Christian; Thich Nhat Hahn self-identifies as a Buddhist monk. In his public life, 
Hahn evinces universal love, forgiveness, and compassion, and in private medi-
tation he worships Jesus as part of his daily spiritual practice. On the other hand, 
Phelps offers ceaseless invective against millions of men and women whom he 
has never met, does not know, and does not love, condemning them all to hell. 
So the question begs, which of these two is pleasing God by his disposition and 
service to humanity? Or, put differently, which of these two is a Christian? 
What does it mean to be a Christian? In my own case, altogether at home with 
the wisdom teachings of Jesus since first connecting with them as a child, if I 
self-identify as a Christian, I do so expressly to convey that the sacred ways of 
being that he enjoined and modeled are my sacred ways of being, consciously 
adopted in imitation of him. But by applying even a little circumspection, one 
notes that many who self-identify differently, as Humanist or Bahà’ἱ let’s say, 
are better followers of Jesus than many of their Christian counterparts. 
Many in faith traditions other than Christianity also regard Jesus as a divine 
being and, responding to revelations embedded in their respective theologies, 
cleave to a Christology as high as that of their Christian counterparts. An ex-
ample of such a faith tradition is Gaudiya Vaisnavism, which esteems Christ as a 
shaktiavesha avatar, or incarnation of God. 
The teachings of Jesus inspire radical hope and joy, and from those who sincere-
ly pattern their lives on them, they elicit the highest ethical and moral behavior. 
Jesus modeled universal love and extolled it as religion’s defining principle. My 
heart, captivated by the depth of his love and sacrifice, responds to his pas-
sion by concluding that the universal love he taught distinguishes the authentic 
religious project from its evil twin—exploitation, deceit, and abuse in the name 
of God. To love God truly is to love all of God’s creatures and creation; all other 
religious precepts and injunctions are simply elaborations of this essential truth. 
So I am dissatisfied with the label “Christian” or, for that matter, with any other 
label. We do not need more “Christians”; we need more who in everyday life are 
as Christ was when he walked on earth. By the same token, we do not need more 
nominal Jews, Muslims, Buddhists or the like. We need more souls who in their 
daily lives exemplify the high ideals taught by the great spiritual masters whose 
teachings are enshrined in the Judaic, Islamic, and Buddhist traditions. We need 
the revolution of universal love. 
With regard to labels, slogans, and epithets, the insights of American sociologist 
C. Wright Mills are helpful. Mills identifies three different types of believers: 
vulgar, sophisticated, and critical. “Vulgar” believers are persons wholly unin-
terested in dialogue, who cling to a belief or doctrine egoistically and, despite 
lacking a broad or deep comprehension of its tenets, defend its various slogans 
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Card Party Feb. 18 
Pat Felton will host Susan Richardson’s “Card Party” on Saturday, February 
18, 2012 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at our church.
It’s a fun and free opportunity to turn your greeting cards and other potential 
“discards” into all sorts of reusable treasures. (For those of you who work at 
a place of business that receives Christmas cards, put in your request that you 
would like to have them recycle. The more cards the merrier the party! ALL 
types of greeting cards can be recycled so bring ALL of your others as well.)
No prior art or craft experience is required, just the desire to explore new 
horizons and the willingness to meet some of the world’s most fascinating 
people... your fellow crafters! 
Please RSVP to to Susan secondnavysun@yahoo.com by Wednesday, Febru-
ary 15, to reserve your space and ensure the proper amount of hand out mate-
rials. If you have any questions, call Susan at 722-8673.
This event is not for little children; however, interested kids 12 and above 
with one-on-one adult supervision are welcome.
Doors will open at 9:30 a.m. to encourage all attendees to arrive in time to get 
settled and be seated and ready to have fun promptly at 10:00. From 10-1 p.m. 
you will be encouraged to put your newly discovered craft skills to work (no 
prior craft knowledge required).

and stereotypes with a jingoistic 
ferocity. Hardly better are those whom 
Mills calls “sophisticated” believers. 
They feign interest in dialogical inter-
action but actually have no interest in 
considering the logic or potential merit 
in their “opponent’s” point of view. 
Rather, like the “vulgar” believers, 
their interest is egoistic and consists of 
the determination to see the triumph of 
their point of view over all others. 
Finally, Mills describes “critical” 
believers, persons who, because they 
recognize both the contingent nature 
of belief systems and the breath-taking 
complexity of reality, are interested 
in continually reviewing, reconsider-
ing, and refining their understanding 
of truth as that understanding evolves. 
Because they are interested in learn-
ing, this last group, he says, will listen 
critically, engage in genuine dialogue, 
and alter their points of view con-
tinually, to integrate broader, deeper 
perspectives into their ever expanding 
consciousness. 
Careful thought will vindicate the 
observation of Mills, that critical 

believers—persons capable of dialogi-
cal interaction with others and multi-
logical intellection while grappling 
with life’s complexities—whether they 
spring from Christian, Islamic, Secular 
Humanist, Marxist, or Capitalist ori-
gins, have more in common with one 
another than vulgar or sophisticated 
believers have with their vulgar or 
sophisticated believer counterparts. Is 
not the hubris and sense of entitlement 
that derive from claims of exclusivity 
the property of the vulgar and sophis-
ticated believers, those who, if they 
purport to be Christian, hide their ha-
tred of others under the cloak of Jesus’ 
name but cannot fathom the connec-
tion between his self-identifying as 
“the son of God” on the one hand 
and, on the other, his reminder that 
we are all children of the most high 
God? Is the same not true of every 
other so-called religionist who scorns 
the dual imperatives of universal love 
and a non-differential outlook towards 
others, choosing instead the course of 
hatred and violence towards others, 
be he or she self-identified as Muslim, 
Jew, or Jain?

There is a way between voice and presence
where information flows.
In disciplined silence it opens.
With wandering talk it closes.

Not Christian or Jew or Muslim, not Hindu
Buddhist, sufi, or zen. Not any religion 

or cultural system. I am not from the East
or the West, not out of the ocean or up

from the ground, not natural or ethereal, not
composed of elements at all. 
My place is placeless, a trace
of the traceless. Neither body or soul.

I belong to the beloved, have seen the two
worlds as one and that one call to and know,

first, last, outer, inner, only that
breath breathing human being.

___ 
From The Essential Rumi 
Translations by Coleman Barks

[Continued from previous page]

From your Treasurers
Our Church has a total budget of 
$134,109.74 to cover mortgage pay-
ments, utilities and payroll for the 
fiscal year, which means we need 
$2,579.03 in income each week in 
order to make all payments. 
So far this year we have averaged 
$2,269.76 in net income each week. 
We need $310.27 more income each 
week in order to meet our obligations 
and provide a bare minimum of the 
programs we would like to have.
Anything you can do to help would be 
appreciated.
Thank you,
Anne Bailey & Amy Geyer, Treasurers

$?$?$?$?$?$?$?$?$?$?$?$?$?$?$
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EvEry Month at First UU
Full Moon Dances are open to both women and men. Join in the dance to 
connect with the earth’s power, celebrate the elements, and discover your 
personal power. Information: C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, (708) G0-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877. E-mail is cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
New Moon Circle meets at the church. Intended to complement the Full 
Moon Dances, we offer this time to gather on the New Moon for study, 
meditation, and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth.  
C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, has New Moon Circle and Full Moon Danc-
es, where the New Moon Circle is a time to gather, for study, meditation 
and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth and Full Moon 
Dances is where everyone’s welcome to join in joyous song and sacred 
dance of the full moon as we celebrate the ever-changing wheel of life. 
For more information: C.U.U.P.s of Wichita, phone (708) GO-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877, cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
Eclectic Readers group meet the 3rd Friday of the month at 11:30 a.m. at 
the church. Contact: Del Smith, 612-0826
Book Discussion Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the church. You are welcome to attend whether or not you 
have read the book. Information: 943-3861
Ethical Eating group meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30 
p.m. Meal followed/accompanied by round table discussion. Bring a 
vegan dish to share! Contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115, or dwaltner@
sbcglobal.net, for additional information.
Membership Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10 a.m.
Personnel Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10:15 a.m. in the library.
Dinners for Eight. Date varies. Contact Maxine Wells, 681-0442 or Mar-
cia Ellsworth, 688-5352.
Music Committee meets the fourth Sunday following service.

EvEry WEEk at First UU
Tai Chi classes on Wednesdays, 7 p.m., $5 per class. Dress comfortably. 
Please first contact David Larsen, 612-4726 or davidlarsen@sbcglobal.net 
Adult RE meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the southwest corner 
R.E. room. Current topic: Skeptics and Believers. Contact: Corey Swert-
fager, 201-6921
Meditation: Establishing a Practice taught by Rev. Carter. This class 
is an introduction to Sitting Meditation, helping students learn to bring 
about a state of inner peacefulness and happiness, learn to reduce stress 
and to integrate the personality. The class also discusses the philosophy, 
goals, and techniques of the Science of Yoga. For further information, 
feel free to contact Rev. Carter by email at Minister@FirstUU.net. 
Meditation and Book Discussion on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Contact: Bob 
Feleppa, 304-9170

eclectic readers choices: 
“Catch-22” and
“Dissent in Wichita”
Joseph Heller’s World War II classic. 
“Catch-22” will be discussed at the 
January 20th meeting of the Eclectic 
Readers Group. “Wild, moving, shock-
ing, hilarious, raging, exhilarating, 
giant roller-coaster of a book,” accord-
ing to a “Book Week” review when 
the novel was published in 1961. The 
library has only a few copies. We 
recommend checking local and on-line 
used book sources. The discussion 
should be lively. 
Our February selection is non-fiction, 
“Dissent in Wichita:  The Civil Rights 
Movement in the Midwest, 1954-72,” 
by Gretchen Cassel Eick, Professor of 
History at Friends University.  
Many in the congregation will be 
familiar with events described in 
the book, which won several awards 
when published in 2001. An Ama-
zon reader’s review (Lou Heldman, 
formerly of the Wichita Eagle) read:  
“[Eick] introduces us to a fascinating 
cast of activists at the center of the 
local struggle, a few of whom also 
played national roles.
The book works on two levels -- both 
as a narrative for the lay reader and as 
a well-documented study for academ-
ics.
As Bradbury wrote in his Wichita 
Eagle review, the book “must be 
considered an essential read for 
anyone interested in the history of 
race relations in Wichita or hoping 
for a foundation to begin understand-
ing where those relations stand today. 
Additionally, however, the book is an 
excellent primer on the national civil 
rights movement.”
The City Library has five copies for 
check-out. First UU’s Reeb Memorial 
Library has three copies for check out, 
though only one available at “press 
time.” 
The group meets on the third Friday 
at 11:30 for a brown-bag lunch and a 
discussion of the current book. 

Your newsletter contribution goes here!
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Return Service Requested

First Unitarian Universalist Church
7202 E 21st St N
Wichita, KS 67206

www.FirstUU.net

Sunday Programs
9:30 a.m. Adult Religious Exploration
11:00 a.m. Children’s RE and Nursery

11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Vision Statement 
It is our Vision: 

To be a growing, inclusive, vital  
congregation that encourages shared values 

amidst differing beliefs and nurtures  
creative exploration of  

intellectual and spiritual paths.

To be a visible community leader  
that promotes human equity and  

compassion, and celebrates life  
through the arts.

 
Mission Statement  

Our mission, consistent with  
Unitarian Universalist principles,  
is to provide a joyful, safe, healing  

environment where diversity is embraced. 

We will inspire and uplift the whole person 
through enriching programs and services 

for all ages, and serve the larger community 
through social action  

and active promotion of the arts.

Upcoming ServiceS 
January 
1 —   Suzanna Matthews:

 Poetry 
8 —   Rev. David Carter 
15 —  Del Smith et al 
 Generations of First UU

22 —  Rev. David Carter: 
 What is Christmas?

29 —  Helen Barnes: 
 Diversities of Early  
 Christianity

Your newsletter contribution goes here!

Book discussion group:  
Theodore Boone, Kid 
Lawyer by Grisham
The Book Discussion Group will 
continue to meet at the Church on the 
Second Wednesday of each month. 
We are changing the time to 7:00 
and plan to meet next on Wednesday, 
January 11, 2012. As has been our 
custom, we have chosen an easy book 
to read in this busiest time of the year. 
We will be discussing John Grisham’s 
first book for young readers Theodore 
Boone, Kid Lawyer. Bestselling author 
Grisham, delivers high-intensity legal 
drama for a new generation of readers. 
You are welcome to join us whether 
you have read the book or not. Please 
call Anne Bailey, 943-3861, for further 
information.

Make it a 
GREAT YEAR!


