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Joe Brewer
We lost a revered member on Nov. 19.
Joe Brewer passed away on Saturday, 
Nov. 19. He had been moved to Harry 
Hynes Hospice on Friday, Nov.18. 
David and TJ were with him.
Our condolences go out to the Brewer 
family and all who knew Joe well. 
Thememorial service is tentatively 
scheduled for January 7.
Joe’s gifts to First Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Wichita are too numer-
ous to begin to list in this space. He 
was a pillar of the church when it was 
located downtown; he ws a pillar of 
the church at 1501 Fairmount; he was 
a pillar of the church at 7202 East 
21st.   
Remembering his love of music, his 
love of theater, his love of this church 
will bring a smile to many a person 
reading this.  

Vegan Holiday Potluck: 
Back by Popular Demand!
Join us for our third annual Vegan Holiday Potluck dinner on Sunday, December 
11, at the church. We will start gathering at 6 pm and will (hopefully) eat about 
6:30. This has proven to be a very popular event and is really a wonderful feast. 
I’d like to extend a special invitation to you if you’ve ever wondered, “what 
does a vegan eat?” The array and diversity of food is amazing (and very tasty!).
This is a community event and some members of the Vegetarian Meetup group 
will be attending. Everyone is invited – the only stipulation, of course, is that 
you bring a vegan dish (no meat, eggs, dairy, or honey.)  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Dianne Waltner at 946-1115 or dwaltner@sbcglobal.net
Hope to see you there!
“As we prepare our feast of seasonal fare, may we recognize that we can  
celebrate tradition while honoring our own values of kindness and compassion, 
and may we rejoice in the plenty we have without causing harm to another.” 
— Colleen Patrick-Goudreau

White Elephant Gift Exhange on Dec. 10
The Membership committee is sponsoring our Holiday White Elephant gift ex-
change party on Dec. 10th at 7 p.m. and the whole family is invited! 
All you need to bring is a wrapped gift per person (appropriate for a G-rated 
crowd with a value of $5 or less) and we will nosh on snacks and drinks while 
having lots of fun exchanging presents. 

Hoping your holy-days are happy days, whatever they may be.

f 

Reminder from the Finance Campaign 
Committee
We would like to thank everyone for their payments on pledges this year.
We would also like to remind you that if you pay off your pledge before the end 
of the year you can claim that amount on your tax return for 2011.
We also have a Paypal “Donate” button on our web site for friends and family to 
contribute.
We have already started brainstorming for next year which is our anniversary of 
125 years. 
Let’s remember our history while building for the next 125 years!
Thanks again from the FCC.

PB&J Cookies
1 cup peanut butter
1 cup sugar
1 egg
1 teaspoon vanilla 
2 tablespoons any flavor jelly  
 or fruit preserves
Preheat oven to 350*  Mix peanut 
butter, sugar egg and vanilla until well 
blended.  Drop by spoonfuls onto an 
ungreased cookie sheet.  Make a few 
holes/dents into the top of each cookie 
and fill with the jelly.  Bake for 8-12 
minutes or until lightly golden brown.  
Cool.
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Minister’s Musings  
Every where we turn we are bombarded by images of bodily 
beauty. But materially situated bodily beauty, because it 
cannot last, is illusory. Still, the illusion sells, big time. 
But time is relentless. Inexorable time unmasks the bandit. 
Once, I watched helplessly as a friend was robbed of her 
peace and joy by the counterfeit beauty Madison Ave mar-
kets – airbrushed, tummy-tucked Barbie dolls got the best 

of her – and unsure of the deathless nature of her soul’s lucid beauty, my friend 
became obsessed with outward appearances. 
She and I have lost touch, but I hope that, if she hasn’t already, she wakens from 
the dream before it becomes a nightmare. Years ago, collected in a book of prov-
erbs from Africa, I came across a gem – A prostitute: such a shallow puddle, yet 
men drown in it – and round this troubling jewel, the poem below formed itself.
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Sweet Start to Book Fair Book Sale and 
Silent Auction Continues Until Dec. 4
Chalice Bookstore’s Book Fair had a truly “Grand Opening” Nov. 20 with Af-
ternoon Tea and a Bake Sale.  But it’s not too late to take advantage of the Book 
Sale and Silent Auction which continues through December 4.
If you appreciate any of the following, you won’t want to miss the Book Fair.   
Best-selling titles from Beacon and Skinner publishers available for immedi-
ate purchase. UUA Bookstore titles which are not available at the Fair may be 
ordered through the catalog.  
Mysteries (hardback and paperback) donated especially for this sale by Elaine 
Bulatkin Edens (from the late Boris Bulatkin’s library) and Joe Brewer.  They 
will be available in the library for purchase.
Vegan Recipes in “Reason to Celebrate: Recipes and creative ideas from the 
Meatless Monday Group,” their second cook book.
Silent Auction items with interesting First UU connections. (If your work 
schedule or family commitments prevent your attending on Sunday, you may bid 
on auction items at any time the church is open.)    
Jeanne deGrasse was our tea sommelier, with the assistance of Amanda Diggs.  
Millie Cherryholmes and Kathryn Vernon arranged the donations of oh-so-many 
goodies for the bake sale. 
Others who make this Book Fair and related events possible include Taryn 
Cipra, Dianne Waltner, Billie Davis Knighton, Annie Welsbacher, Vivien 
Minshull-Ford, Amy Geyer, Debbie Wadman, Connie Pace Adair, Kathy Hull, 
Peter Ninemire, Elaine Bulatkin, Joe Brewer, Mary Erickson, Judy Naillon, 
Alisha and Mackenzie Petersen, Anne Bailey, Leah and Kim Roberts, and 
Krista Schnee. Cookbook recipe contributors not included in the above listing 
are: Corey Swertfager, Doreen Womack, Helen Barnes, Sheri Barnes, Brianna 
Ninemre, Dan DeMott, Del Smith, and LaRilla Combs. Of course, I’ve probably 
overlooked someone (apologies) and do not know at deadline who contributed 
to the bake sale. 
All proceeds go to First UU’s Operating Fund.  SEE YOU AT THE FAIR!

RE Corner
In this season of Thanksgiving I want 
to say how grateful I am to work with 
the wonderful children and youth of 
UU. They are truly a gift and a joy to 
be around.  I am especially indebted 
to the fabulous RE committee who are 
so dedicated, talented, and all-around 
beautiful human beings. You are a 
blessing to me and our UU commu-
nity.
Melanie Jenney has initiated an 
exciting project for the teens and has 
offered to facilitate it. There will be 
more details coming as the project 
unfolds.
On “Way Cool Sunday School” on 
December 4, children and youth will 
participate in a community service 
project. December 11 will be lessons 
in the classrooms, and then on the 
Saturday, December 17, there will be 
a rehearsal for our “Festival of Light” 
service on the 18th. Parents and kids, 
watch for e-mails with details.
We would like to go caroling in 
our church neighborhood on Friday 
evening, December 16. Everyone is 
invited to join us. We’ll meet at the 
church at 5 p.m. and return by 7:00 for 
hot chocolate. Please consider partici-
pating. The more voices, the better!
On December 4, we will set up the 
wooden tree with handmade garland.  
There will be baskets placed on the 
tree’s shelves where donated hats, 
gloves, mittens and scarves can be 
placed. They will delivered to a place 
of need before Christmas.
We love seeing you at church. 
Remember, it’s much more fun when 
you are there!
Love and Peace,
Denise Jackson-Simon  (DRE)

Did you know? 
Tidbit from UU History Book
On Nov 3, 1794, William Cullen Bryant, one of the literary greats of America, 
was born in Cummington, MA. He is remembered chiefly for his poetry, espe-
cially “Thanatopsis.”  
He never graduated from college but read the law in several offices and was ad-
mitted to the bar in 1815. A scholar in English law and physical sciences, he was 
also fluent in several ancient and modern languages. For nearly 50 years, Bryant 
edited the New York Evening Post. He was a member of the Unitarian Church 
of All Souls in New York City and advocated women’s rights and abolition of 
slavery. He died on June 12, 1878.

Our wish this Holiday Season ... 
A world to grow in where children will be safe and free. 

Peace.
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Church History 
Article from the Dec. 18, 1887 edition of the Wichita Eagle:
Unity ClUb

The Unitarian society has made arrangements to organize a Unity club for the 
purpose of promotiong acquaintance with the best literature. 
It has been decided to begin with the ten best novels. To assist the club in mak-
ing out its list a number of the leading literary people in Wichita have been 
asked to give the names of what they consider the ten best novels and their 
reasons for the choice.

First Sunday Lunch in  
December will be a 
baked potato bar! 

If you would like to do-
nate or help prep or 
serve, please call or 

email Judy at 706-0412 
or violinjudy@gmail.com.

See you there!

The In Touch newsletter mailing crew would like to extend 
a big cheer to everyone who changed their delivery from 

U.S. mail to e-mail.  The size of the mailing has been reduced 
from 144 last spring to 115 in October.  

It’s not too late to let office manager Krista Schnee know if 
you’d be willing to switch to e-mail delivery.  (The $13.34 
cents saved may not seem huge, but wise stewardship of 

church funds pays off in more ways than one!)

Letter to the Editor:  
Alternative Gift Market Offers Satisfying 
Gift Options
Thank you to Melanie Jenney for including the item about the Wichita Alterna-
tive Gift Market in the November issue of In Touch. 
This Nov. 12 event featured gift opportunities from dozens and dozens of orga-
nizations, most of them Wichita-area churches, on behalf of worthwhile domes-
tic and international concerns. Very low administrative costs mean that most 
and often all funds go directly to the selected cause. The hand-crafted items 
are beautiful, tasteful, and whimsical -- and very reasonably priced. Priceless 
was the relaxed and friendly atmosphere and my stress-free shopping experi-
ence (and I never thought I would use “stress-free” and “shopping” in the same 
sentence)! 
For folks who couldn’t make it Saturday, a catalog and website offer these gift 
opportunities for any occasion -- birthdays, anniversaries, or “just because.” 
Visit alternativegifts.org for more details.

Tax Deduction Details 
Dear Friends:
Thank you to all of our volunteers 
for the invaluable contribution to our 
church and its mission. 
A point of clarification regarding 
income tax claims and volunteer time 
donated to the church: IRS guidelines 
permit deduction of expenses incurred 
(mileage, for example) but present 
guidelines prohibit deduction of vol-
unteer time. 
Still, if you volunteer many hours, 
please inform our Office Manager, 
Krista, so she can record the total 
number of hours. Your volunteer hours 
can help the church with funding. Of 
course, getting advice from a quali-
fied Tax Consultant is always recom-
mended. With appreciation for all you 
do, I am
Your humble servant,
Rev. Carter

Church Nursery News
Our Church nursery will be painted in 
January. Please contact Judy at violin-
judy@gmail if you are interested in 
donating the use of good paint brushes 
or a small amount of time painting or 
taping.
We will be using fumeless, no VOC 
paint for health of babies and earth. 
Many hands will lighten the load!

I only have eyes for you...
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EvEry Month at First UU
Full Moon Dances are open to both women and men. Join in the dance to 
connect with the earth’s power, celebrate the elements, and discover your 
personal power. Information: C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, (708) G0-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877. E-mail is cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
New Moon Circle meets at the church. Intended to complement the Full 
Moon Dances, we offer this time to gather on the New Moon for study, 
meditation, and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth.  
C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, has New Moon Circle and Full Moon Danc-
es, where the New Moon Circle is a time to gather, for study, meditation 
and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth and Full Moon 
Dances is where everyone’s welcome to join in joyous song and sacred 
dance of the full moon as we celebrate the ever-changing wheel of life. 
For more information: C.U.U.P.s of Wichita, phone (708) GO-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877, cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
Eclectic Readers group meet the 3rd Friday of the month at 11:30 a.m. at 
the church. Contact: Del Smith, 612-0826
Book Discussion Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the church. You are welcome to attend whether or not you 
have read the book. Information: 686-8575 
Ethical Eating group meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30 
p.m. Meal followed/accompanied by round table discussion. Bring a 
vegan dish to share! Contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115, or dwaltner@
sbcglobal.net, for additional information.
Membership Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10 a.m.
Personnel Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10:15 a.m. in the library.
Dinners for Eight. Date varies. Contact Maxine Wells, 681-0442 or Mar-
cia Ellsworth, 688-5352.
Music Committee meets the fourth Sunday following service.
EvEry WEEk at First UU
Tai Chi classes on Wednesdays, 7 p.m., $5 per class. Dress comfortably. 
Please first contact David Larsen, 612-4726 or davidlarsen@sbcglobal.net 
Adult RE meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the southwest corner 
R.E. room. Current topic: Skeptics and Believers. Contact: Corey Swert-
fager, 201-6921
Meditation: Establishing a Practice taught by Rev. Carter. This class 
is an introduction to Sitting Meditation, helping students learn to bring 
about a state of inner peacefulness and happiness, learn to reduce stress 
and to integrate the personality. The class also discusses the philosophy, 
goals, and techniques of the Science of Yoga. For further information, 
feel free to contact Rev. Carter by email at Minister@FirstUU.net. 
Meditation and Book Discussion on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Contact: Bob 
Feleppa, 304-9170
Secular Organizations for Sobriety (SOS) – Meets Sundays at 6:30 
p.m.  SOS is an alternative recovery method for those alcoholics or drug 
addicts who are uncomfortable with the spiritual content of widely avail-
able 12-Step programs. SOS takes a reasonable, secular approach to 
recovery and maintains that sobriety is a separate issue from religion or 
spirituality. All are welcome. Call Ryan Howey with questions, 518-8959, 
or email at howey.r@gmail.com. You can also check out S.O.S.’s Face-
book page at: http://www.facebook.com/SOSWichita.

Book Discussion group 
Cleopatra
Since we were unable to meet in 
November, and now because of the 
passing our our host and inspiration, 
Joe Brewer, we will meet on Decem-
ber 14, the second Wednesday, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Church.  
We will gather to talk about the vari-
ous books we have read about Cleopa-
tra and to decide on future meetings of 
this group. 
This Church had a book discussion 
group as early as December of 1887 
and it is my hope that this one will 
continue.
Please call Anne Bailey at 943-3861 
for further information.

eclectic reaDers choices: 
Dec. 16 & Jan. 20 
Selection
Sandra Dallas’ colorful exploration of 
Depression-era Kansas and the mean-
ing of friendship is the theme of “The 
Persian Pickle Club,” The Eclectic 
Readers Group selection for December 
16. The book depicts small-town ec-
centricities with affection, but also has 
a suspense story interwoven into the 
narrative. It’s readily available and is 
not a difficult read. 
January’s selection contrasts with the 
homespun quality of the December 
read.  Joseph Heller’s “Catch-22” is 
considered one of the greater works of 
American literature. 
First published in 1961, the book has 
appeared on nearly every list of must 
read fiction.  Heller’s took the war 
novel genre into a new level.  Some 
in the group read the book when first 
published and are looking forward to 
another look at the topic of war forty 
years later. 
All are welcome. We meet at 11:30 
on the third Fridays for a brown-bag 
lunch and discussion. 
Discussions are wide ranging and 
always interesting. Hope to see you 
there!
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We had our Board of Trustees retreat on October 21 and 22 (at KPTS during 
earlier times, they would be called Board Advances). I wasn’t expecting much 
from the day and a half, but we buckled down and got to work and with the help 
of our facilitator Marsha Diggs we accomplished what we set out to. Everyone 
there contributed and important issues were discussed and dealt with. (Now, 
I have ended two sentences with prepositions so I should be sent to grammar 
penitentiary.) Thank you to all who participated and really focused on our future.
I feel so much better about our future now…I know that may change, but I will 
never give up on this place and I will always be willing to work hard for the 
church.
So, we’re 125 years old next year. Wow. I mean, really, WOW! I have a hard 
time really getting my head around this fact. Next month the board will begin to 
make a plan for our celebration. If you have ideas I would love to hear from you. 
Please send me e-mails at dbrewer@kpts.org.  
One of the issues that the Board will be taking up is our response to the fire in 
the west side Islamic Mosque which destroyed much of their building. Our com-
passionate community should offer what help we can. It will be a long rebuild-
ing project and I know we can find some creative way to help them recover.
Being President of the congregation can be very stressful.  People tend to come 
at you in waves whenever you are in the church building. I’m really not com-
plaining, even though it may sound like I am. I love being the focus of your 
concerns and I am not afraid to assign tasks to other members of the Board as 
needed. We can really wear out our volunteer leaders and this may be part of 
the reason that our ex-presidents sometimes tend to disappear at the end of their 
term. 
I am not planning to disappear. This has been my church home since I was a 
five-year-old and I have been a member for over 50 years (I joined when my 
mother was carrying me in her belly!). Beginning with the end of my term of 
office I plan to help organize and run a Former Presidents’ Council to help with 
whatever tasks may come before us. I’m looking forward to it. In fact, I am 
looking forward to what this church may accomplish during the next year. I hope 
you are as excited as I am. 
See you on Sunday!

Presidential Rant  By David Brewer Rev. Carter’s 
OFFICE HOURS: 
 Monday 
  Noon – 3 p.m. 
 thUrsday 
  7 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
 sUnday 
  9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Teehee: 
Finding Inner Peace
I’m passing this on because it worked 
for me. 
A Doctor on television said to have 
inner peace we should always finish 
things we start and we all could use 
more calm in our lives.  
I looked around my house to find 
things I’d started and hadn’t finished, 
so I finished off a bottle of Merlot, a 
bottle of Chardonnay, a bodle 
of Baileys, a butle of wum, 
tha mainder of Valiuminun 
scriptins, an a box a chocletz.  
Yu haf no idr how fablus I 
feel rite now.  
Sher dis wid all who need 
inner piss.  
An telum u luvum.  

This holiday season, how about having 
an earth dinner?
Not that you’d eat earth, but that you 
and others would gather around the 
table to celebrate the bounty of our 
good, green earth. This is not just 
another meal, but a festive opportunity 
to have friends and family revel in the 
culture of food.
Most of us don’t realize that our din-
ner tells many stories, embodying our 
personal histories, family memories, 
music, art, and other connections... be-
sides our tummies. To help reawaken 
those cultural links in a way that can 
be tasty, touching, and fun, the folks at 
Organic Valley Family of Farms have 

Earth Dinner                Tuesday, November 22, 2011   |   Posted by Jim Hightower
come up with the novel idea of Earth 
Dinners.
The concept simply involves throwing 
some sort of dinner party at which the 
food is not merely consumed, but also 
is the focus of table talk, reminiscing, 
singing, laughing, game playing, and 
whatever else you can dream up. It can 
be a potluck dinner, a buffet, a five-
course gourmet meal, a backyard bar-
beque... whatever suits you. The key 
is to know something about the food 
being served – where it comes from, 
the history of some of the ingredients, 
songs written about it, and so on.
The goal is to get everyone connecting 
in some personal or cultural way to the 

dinner as it progresses. Ask guests to 
tell about their very first food memory, 
or to recall any family member who 
was a farmer or a jolly cook. Invite 
people of diverse backgrounds and all 
ages. Ask a farm family to join you, 
or a cheesemaker or others involved 
in producing food. Then – eat, talk, 
enjoy!
To help you get started, Organic Val-
ley’s web site offers a sort of Earth 
Dinner starter kit, with tips on every-
thing from menus to party favors, as 
well as providing reports on successful 
dinners that others have put together. 
Check it out at www.earthdinner.org – 
and have a good time!

Psst... still looking for a new newsletter editor....
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Vision Statement 
It is our Vision: 

To be a growing, inclusive, vital  
congregation that encourages shared values 

amidst differing beliefs and nurtures  
creative exploration of  

intellectual and spiritual paths.

To be a visible community leader  
that promotes human equity and  

compassion, and celebrates life  
through the arts.

 
Mission Statement  

Our mission, consistent with  
Unitarian Universalist principles,  
is to provide a joyful, safe, healing  

environment where diversity is embraced. 

We will inspire and uplift the whole person 
through enriching programs and services 

for all ages, and serve the larger community 
through social action  

and active promotion of the arts.

upcomIng servIces 
December  
4 —   Dan DeMott, Helen   
 Barnes, Kathy Hull, Brent  
 Weeks:
 Balancing Religion with  
 Philosophy 
11 —  Rev. David Carter: 
 Signs of Life 
18 —  Peter Ninemire 
 Change Requires a  
 Temporary Surrender of  
 Security
25 —  Rev. David Carter: 
 What is Christmas?

“One of the most destructive things our consumer culture does is to 
teach us to want what we do not have. Wanting more becomes an ad-
diction that destroys our souls and our planet. Gratitude, deep gratitude, 
frees us. Gratitude also links us to others.” 
  — Rev. Peter Morales, UUA President, On Gratitude 
      http://president.blogs.uua.org/faith/on-gratitude


