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Volunteer Vacancy 
The Church needs a Building and Grounds Committee Chair.
There is a lot of work to be done with our building and grounds. We have a 
wonderful gardening crew who are taking care of our flower beds, but we need 
someone who can be the leader for a group of members dedicated to taking care 
our facility. 
Our building needs loving care… are you the one who can step up and offer this 
great service to our Church and our members? 
Please talk to David Brewer on Sunday morning or call him Monday thru Friday 
at his workplace (KPTS) 838-3090.  THANKS!!

Rev. Carter’s 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday 
 Noon – 3 p.m. 
Thursday 
 7 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
sunday 
 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Moddelmog 
Concert!
Come to our Friday night concert on 
October 7th for a real treat! 
Local singer/songwriter 
Nikki Moddelmog will 
bring her acoustic guitar 
and amazing vocals to our 
church for a lively evening 
of original songs. 
The event starts at 7 p.m.
Nikki is one of the most 
prolific local musicians 
and we are very pleased 
that she will come to 
play for our Friday 
night concert series.

RE Corner: 
FALL FAMILY ROUND-UP on Oct. 2!
We finished our summer program at the end of August. Thank you to all the 
congregation members who volunteered their time and talents.  There was a 
wonderful variety of activities and your efforts are greatly appreciated.
We have begun our new “school year” with a curriculum from Tapestry of Faith. 
There are lots of interesting lessons and events planned, so kids, please try to be 
at church as much as possible so you don’t miss out. Like I always say, it’s much 
more fun when YOU are here!
Our annual Fall Family Round-up is scheduled for Sunday, October 2. This 
year’s theme is all about camp. Because it falls on the first Sunday of the month, 
lunch will be provided at the Round-up. The congregation is encouraged to at-
tend. This is the day we register children and youth for the RE program, so we 
would love to see as many families as possible join in the fun.
Parents, check for e-mails from me as I send them out regularly from simon-
trio3@aol.com .  And always feel free to contact me with questions, comments, 
or concerns.
Sincerely, 
Denise Jackson-Simon  (DRE)

Scanty this Month
Some white space is good. But there’s a little too much of it in this month’s 
issue. It would be nice to have more articles for this newsletter. I rely on input 
from other people for content. More stuff from more people makes it more excit-
ing. I don’t always have time to go search for filler material, so I’d like to hear 
from members and supporters. 
Please remember to send me items of interest for our newsletter. 
Thanks, Melanie Jenney
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Minister’s Musings    
The Other September 11th

As I spoke from the pulpit on September 11th, compelled 
by an awareness of mounting time constraints, I chose at the 
last minute to shorten my talk by omitting reference to an 
obscure but momentous historical event with tremendous 
relevance to the subject I was addressing. Let me share that 

meditation with you now.
On Sept 11th, 1906, a then little-known Indian lawyer by the name of Mohan-
das K. Gandhi, living in Transvaal, South Africa, called a mass meeting seeking 
ways to resist a newly enacted piece of legislation passed by the British Empire. 
Under the new law, all Indians, Arabs, and Turks were commanded to be finger-
printed and have bodily identification marks recorded by government officials 
who would then issue a Registration Certificate. Non-compliance exposed the 
individual to fine, imprisonment, or deportation. Even small children had to 
undergo these indignities and be processed as non-whites or risk punitive action. 
Gandhi identified the Registration Act as the embodiment of “hatred of Indi-
ans.” He warned that its acceptance would “spell absolute ruin for the Indians in 
South Africa,” and therefore urged resistance as a “question of life and death.” 
3000 Indians were in attendance. The crowd was deeply moved by the words of 
the young lawyer on that day one hundred and five years ago.
Among those who listened was an elderly Muslim gentleman, Sheth haji Habib. 
When Gandhi had finished, Habib spoke out, insisting that Indians collectively 
resolve to defy the legislation. He averred that yielding to the law would stig-
matize them as pusillanimous and degrade their humanity. And as Gandhi later 
recorded in his Satyagraha in Africa, “he then went on solemnly to declare in the 
name of God that he would never submit to that law and advised all present to 
do likewise.” Gandhi was stunned. He later wrote, “I did not come to the meet-
ing with a view to getting the resolution passed in that manner, which redounds 
to the credit of Sheth haji Habib as well as it lays a burden of responsibility on 
him. I deeply appreciate his suggestion, but if you adopt it you too will share his 
responsibility.” 
We know, of course, that the radical resistance Habib called for that day was 
adopted, and Gandhi’s nonviolent peace movement was born. We are thereby 
enriched with a choice. How so? We may choose to commemorate September 11 
by recalling the atrocities committed by a set of deeply misguided humans. Or, 
we may choose instead to celebrate September 11th as the birthday of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s enduring example of the power of peaceful struggle to supplant poli-
cies and institutions of evil. 
Satyagraha, Gandhi’s name for his non-violent freedom movement, means “the 
Force which is born of Truth and Love, or non-violence.” Relying on Truth and 
Love Gandhi’s Satyagraha movement liberated 300 million people from the 
tyranny of British Empire. History bears witness to the enactment of Gandhi’s 
non-violent vision as the most important and far-reaching demonstration of the 
power of Truth and Beauty to confront (and extirpate) powers and structures of 
evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming power of love. And, inspired 
by Satyagraha’s towering triumphs over what was then the world’s greatest 
military power, Dr. Martin Luther King adopted the same nonviolent principles 
in his Civil Rights struggle, forcing America to evolve from a nation of high ide-
als subverted by a despicable system of blatant apartheid, to a nation spurred by 
conscience to renew its commitment to create a land of liberty and justice for all. 
In 2005, influential Muslim peace advocate, scholar, and intellectual Chaiwat 
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Cool UU Products and More
I discovered a website where you can get cool UU “stuff” in dozens, if not sev-
eral hundred, designs. By “stuff” I mean t-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies, hats 
and caps, mugs, greeting cards, postcards, aprons, bumper stickers, coasters, 
water bottles, posters, tote bags, jewelry and more.
The name of this website is CafePress. It’s a place where people can sell their 
own products even though they have no product, i.e. have no stock. Items 
ordered are printed on-demand, whether it’s one item or a thousand. Anyone 
with a design can upload it to the CafePress site and if/when a product with that 
design is sold they make money. If our church had any designs, we could upload 
them and sell products ordered with those designs. It’s clear that a number of 
UU Churches have done exactly that. Products have a 100% Satisfaction Guar-
antee and most are shipped within 24 hours. This is the CafePress guarantee: 

Every CafePress purchase comes with a 100% Satisfaction Guarantee. If 
you’re not downright giddy about any product purchased, rest assured we’ll 
take it back with no questions asked.
Simply return it within 30 days for a full refund (which should give you  
plenty of time to make sure it’s the right color or right size). Just contact our 
Customer Service team and you’re done. 

I browsed primarily through the t-shirts. If I had to choose just one, I don’t know 
which one I’d select, though the one with a coffee mug designed as a UU Chal-
ice was pretty inventive. There were dozens of them that I thought were won-
derful. Some designs were clever, some humorous, and some serious. There are 
sizes for adults as well as children. I didn’t count them but there are at least 200 
UU-related designs available. Start with the link below and see what I mean. 
Once on the page, it may look like there are no designs there, but if you scroll 
down the page you’ll see them.
http://www.cafepress.com/+unitarian+t-shirts
To learn a bit about CafePress, go to this webpage and look at the three short 
videos
http://www.cafepress.com/cp/info/about/ 
I’m not sure how it’s done, but I think there’s a way our church could make 
money through the CafePress Partners Affiliate program. We could post referral 
links on our UU website that direct folks to CafePress and get paid for it. I’m 
not certain, but I’m guessing it works similarly to what we do on our UU web-
site with an Amazon link.   http://www.cafepress.com/content/cp-partners/
– Sigrid Trombley 

Chalice Bookstore 
Update
Mint condition hardback mysteries 
were recently donated to the Book-
store. Come on in and look over the 
offerings. Great books recommended 
by your UU friends at great prices!
Thanks to all who helped make the 
recent Opportunity Ticket Sales 
fundraiser a success. Billie Knighton 
helped sell 400 tickets at $1 each. The 
only expense was $25 to First UU for 
the Dillon’s gift certificate. (A word 
problem! A nice profit for the church’s 
Operating Fund.)  
And the winners were: Dillon’s gift 
certificate, Paula Peare; Community 
Theatre tickets, Jack Regehr; iPod 
Shuffle, Bianca Kamnitzer; Wichita 
Wings Soccer tickets, Maggi Joseph; 
Lara Pollock, DOM, massage, Dan 
DeMott, and “Road to Rouen” produc-
tion tickets, the Jenney family. 
Planning ahead:  The Bookstore will 
hold its annual sale  November 20-De-
cember 4, in time for holiday giv-
ing.  A featured item will be a book-
let published in collaboration with 
First UU’s Meatless Monday group 
titled “Reason to Celebrate: recipes 
and creative ideas from the Meatless 
Monday Group.” The recipes will 
come from the M.M. Group. We want 
ideas from the congregation on how to 
observe a holiday without damaging 
our precious environment. We need 
your ideas on “Going Green” for the 
holidays by the end of October. See 
Del Smith or Dianne Waltner about 
this exciting project.  
Psst:  Another exciting feature of 
the Bookstore Sale will be a Book 
Fair. We’ve arranged with the UUA 
Bookstore for more than 30 Skinner 
House and Beacon Press titles avail-
able for purchase. (Orders will be tak-
en if we sell out during the Book Fair.)  
More details later about the sale.
From Del Smith and Taryn Cipra, 
Chalice Bookstore

Wanted: Green Plants
The Gardening Group is asking for donations of your 
extra perennial plants. Do you have flowers that need 
dividing? Do you have greenery that can be sepa-
rated? 
We are looking for perennial plants that are drought 
tolerant and easy-care. We would like to install some 
plants yet this fall. Otherwise, we will gladly take 
your transplants in the spring.
Let us know what you have to give, now or in the 
spring. Please contact Anita Culp at 744-2840 or 
anita.culp@att.net.
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My religion is very simple.

My religion is kindness. 
- Dalai Lama

Four Worms in Church 
A Minister decided that a visual demonstration would add emphasis to his Sunday sermon.
Four worms were placed into four separate jars.
The first worm was put into a container of alcohol.
The second worm was put into a container of cigarette smoke.
The third worm was put into a container of chocolate syrup.
The fourth worm was put into a container of good, clean soil.
At the conclusion of the sermon, the Minister reported the following results:
The first worm in alcohol ... Dead.
The second worm in cigarette smoke ... Dead. 
The third worm in chocolate syrup ... Dead. 
The fourth worm in good, clean soil ... Alive . 
So the Minister asked the congregation, “What did you learn from this demonstration?” 
Maxine was sitting in the back and quickly raised her hand and said, 
“As long as you drink, smoke, and eat chocolate, you won’t have worms!” 

[The Other Sept. 11th... cont’d from page 2]
Satha-Anand, also known by his Is-
lamic name Qader Muheiddeen, wrote 
an essay entitled Remembering the 
Nonviolent September 11. He closed 
his essay with these words:

But what does it mean … to  
“remember September 11, 1906?” 
I would say that it means remem-
bering that a nonviolent alternative 
was born in a people’s fight against 
injustice. It means remembering 
that for Gandhi, it is Truth Force 
that both binds people together and 
energizes them in their course of 
struggle against the mighty em-
pire. That is why invoking God 
as witness in this case reflects the 
degree to which a person is willing 
to sacrifice his/her all for “Truth” 
or God. It also means remembering 
the Muslim role in fostering such an 
alternative at the advent of Satya-
graha or Gandhi’s nonviolence. 

Most importantly, perhaps, “Remem-
bering September 11, 1906” means 
that people could choose to reconsti-
tute themselves as members of a com-
munity of memory where once ordi-
nary people decided to do something 
extraordinary by freeing themselves 
from despair and change their world 
with nonviolence. 
I concur with Satha-Anand that we 
have a choice in how we remember 
September 11th and that our decision 
is of enormous consequence. 
Let us choose today and always, as we 
have in the past, to be that community 
of memory that elects to act according 
to religious principles when confront-
ing evil, that we may forever stand on 
the side of Love.

For Sale:
Dark mauve-colored sofa 
recliner from LaZBoy. Very 
comfortable, only a few years 
old but has an iron burn on the 
seat. Asking $250 OBO; can 
help deliver. Contact Suzanna 
at sweetsuzanna17@yahoo.com

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!
http://www.facebook.com/pages/

Wichita-KS/First-Unitarian- 
Universalist-Church

-of-Wichita/309466449575

Hmmm... 

Why don’t you ever see the headline ‘Psychic Wins Lottery’?

Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavor,  
and dishwashing liquid made with real lemons?

Why is the man who invests your money called a broker?

Why isn’t there mouse-flavored cat food?

Why didn’t Noah swatthose two mosquitoes?

Why do they sterilize the needle for lethal injections?

If con is the opposite of pro, is Congress the opposite of progress?
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EvEry MonTh aT FirsT uu
Full Moon Dances are open to both women and men. Join in the dance to 
connect with the earth’s power, celebrate the elements, and discover your 
personal power. Information: C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, (708) G0-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877. E-mail is cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
New Moon Circle meets at the church. Intended to complement the Full 
Moon Dances, we offer this time to gather on the New Moon for study, 
meditation, and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth.  
C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, has New Moon Circle and Full Moon Danc-
es, where the New Moon Circle is a time to gather, for study, meditation 
and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth and Full Moon 
Dances is where everyone’s welcome to join in joyous song and sacred 
dance of the full moon as we celebrate the ever-changing wheel of life. 
For more information: C.U.U.P.s of Wichita, phone (708) GO-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877, cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
Eclectic Readers group meet the 3rd Friday of the month at 11:30 a.m. at 
the church. Contact: Del Smith, 612-0826
Book Discussion Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Joe Brewer, 2531 N Roosevelt. You are 
welcome to attend whether or not you have read the book. Information: 
686-8575 
Ethical Eating group meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30 
p.m. Meal followed/accompanied by round table discussion. Bring a 
vegan dish to share! Contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115, or dwaltner@
sbcglobal.net, for additional information.
Membership Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10 a.m.
Personnel Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10:15 a.m. in the library.
Dinners for Eight. Date varies. Contact Maxine Wells, 681-0442 or Mar-
cia Ellsworth, 688-5352.
Music Committee meets the fourth Sunday following service.

EvEry WEEk aT FirsT uu
Tai Chi classes on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Cost: $5 per class. Dress comfort-
ably. Information: David Larsen, 612-4726 or davidlarsen@sbcglobal.net 
Adult RE meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the southwest corner 
R.E. room. Current topic: Skeptics and Believers. Contact: Corey Swertf-
ager, 201-6921
Meditation: Establishing a Practice taught by Rev. Carter. This class 
is an introduction to Sitting Meditation, helping students learn to bring 
about a state of inner peacefulness and happiness, learn to reduce stress 
and to integrate the personality. The class also discusses the philosophy, 
goals, and techniques of the Science of Yoga. For further information, 
feel free to contact Rev. Carter by email at Minister@FirstUU.net. 
Meditation and Book Discussion on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Contact: Bob 
Feleppa, 304-9170
Secular Organizations for Sobriety (SOS) – Meets Sundays at 7 p.m.  
SOS is an alternative recovery method for those alcoholics or drug ad-
dicts who are uncomfortable with the spiritual content of widely available 
12-Step programs. For more information, contact Kathryn at 210-2731.

Book Discussion group 
The Things They  
Carried
The book discussion group will be par-
ticipating in the “Big Read Wichita,” 
a community-wide literacy initiative 
hosted by the Wichita Public Library.  
Wichitans have been invited to read 
and discuss Tim O’Brien’s 1990 col-
lection of short stories The Things 
They Carried. The title story tells 
about the things found in the pockets 
of American soldiers fighting in Viet-
nam, the physical equipment, momen-
tos, and emotional burdens.  
We will meet on the second Wednes-
day, Oct. 12 at 7:30 at the home of 
Joe Brewer.  Please call 943-3861 for 
further information or directions.  In 
November we will read about Cleopa-
tra -- any book or play of your choice.

eclectic reaDers 
October & November 
Selection
The American Poetry & Literacy Proj-
ect publication, “101 Great American 
Poems,” is the October 21st selection 
for discussion. 
The poems were selected for both 
popularity and literary quality. Jean 
Babcock has information on how 
to obtain a copy of the inexpensive 
booklet. 
We recommend that participants read 
the introduction and choose one or 
more favorite poems from the book to 
discuss.
Our November 18th  selection is  Dan 
Brown’s “The DaVinci Code,” which 
sparked interest among many about 
the history of Christianity. It report-
edly is the best selling English lan-
guage novel of the 21st century and is 
controversial in some quarters. 
This mystery/detective novel is readily 
available at the public library or in 
used bookstore.
All are welcome. We meet at the 
church at 11:30 on the third Fridays 
for a brown-bag lunch and discussion.
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How Would YOU Spend $86,400? 
(From an email message. Original source unknown)
Imagine that you had won the following prize in a contest: Each morning your 
bank would deposit $86,400.00 in your private account for your use.
However, this prize has rules, just as any game has certain rules. The first set of 
rules would be:
Everything that you didn’t spend during each day would be taken away from 
you.
You may not simply transfer money into some other account.
You may only spend it.
Each morning upon awakening, the bank opens your account with another 
$86,400.00 for that day. The second set of rules:
The bank can end the game without warning; at any time it can say, Its over, the 
game is over! It can close the account and you will not receive a new one.
What would you personally do?
You would buy anything and everything you wanted right? Not only for your-
self, but for all people you love, right? Even for people you don’t know, because 
you couldn’t possibly spend it all on yourself, right? You would try to spend 
every cent, and use it all, right?
ACTUALLY, this GAME is REALITY!
Each of us is in possession of such a magical bank. We just can’t seem to see it.
The MAGICAL BANK is TIME!
Each morning we awaken to receive 86,400 seconds as a gift of life, and when 
we go to sleep at night, any remaining time is NOT credited to us.
What we haven’t lived up that day is forever lost.
Yesterday is forever gone.
Each morning the account is refilled, but the bank can dissolve your account at 
any time... WITHOUT WARNING.
SO, what will YOU do with your 86,400 seconds?
Those seconds are worth so much more than the same amount in dollars.
Think about that, and always think of this:
Enjoy every second of your life, because time races by so much more quickly 
than you think.
So take care of yourself, be happy, love deeply and enjoy life!
Here’s wishing you a wonderful and beautiful day.
Start spending.

For Rent :
Home-Inside-A-Home
I live in a quiet, relaxed neighborhood in a 
33-year-old home that has been updated 
throughout the main floor and I’m looking 
for a female house-mate. The space is 
available immediately and includes:
· One furnished main floor bedroom (bed, 
chest of drawers, small bureau, bedside 
table, lamps,), featuring plenty of natural 
light
· One stocked (with towels) bathroom 
· Office space, furnished (desk, chair, 
cabinet, lamp, mini fridge, and sofa)
· Phone/Cable/Internet and home security 
system
· Private basement storage room with 
shelves and lock
· Garage parking for one vehicle
· Laundry room access
· Use of piano, pool table and ping-pong 
table in rec rooms
· Easy access to playground, walking 
paths, and sand volleyball in community 
recreational area
· Outdoor fenced dog kennel, if needed (no 
uncaged indoor pets please)
· Close to Rock Road shopping/dining; 
close to WSU
· One home-cooked meal included each 
week
· No housework (other than your own 
personal space) or yard work required
· No indoor smoking
Terms: 
Month-to-month lease
Asking $500-550/mo (negotiable); One 
month’s deposit upon move-in
Please contact sweetsuzanna17@yahoo.
com to discuss. 
(Prefer email; no phone calls please.)
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Return Service Requested

First Unitarian Universalist Church
7202 E 21st St N
Wichita, KS 67206

www.FirstUU.net

Sunday Programs
9:30 a.m. Adult Religious Exploration
11:00 a.m. Children’s RE and Nursery

11:00 a.m. Worship Service
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Vision Statement 
It is our Vision: 

To be a growing, inclusive, vital  
congregation that encourages shared values 

amidst differing beliefs and nurtures  
creative exploration of  

intellectual and spiritual paths.

To be a visible community leader  
that promotes human equity and  

compassion, and celebrates life  
through the arts.

 
Mission Statement  

Our mission, consistent with  
Unitarian Universalist principles,  
is to provide a joyful, safe, healing  

environment where diversity is embraced. 

We will inspire and uplift the whole person 
through enriching programs and services 

for all ages, and serve the larger community 
through social action  

and active promotion of the arts.

upcomIng servIces 
October  
2 —   Marsha Diggs – Are We  
  Who We Say We Are? 
9 —   Rev. David Carter 
16 —  “Answering the Religious  
  Right With the Big Heart  
  of Universalism” by Scott  
  Alexander and presented  
  by Amy Geyer
23 —  Rev. David Carter
30 –   A Pagan Presentation

Hallowe’en (according to Wikipedia)
Historian Nicholas Rogers, exploring the origins of Halloween, notes that while 
“some folklorists have detected its origins in the Roman feast of Pomona, the 
goddess of fruits and seeds, or in the festival of the dead called Parentalia, it is 
more typically linked to the Celtic festival of Samhain, whose original spelling 
was Samuin (pronounced sow-an or sow-in).” 
The name of the festival historically kept by the Gaels in Ireland is derived from 
Old Irish and means roughly “summer’s end.”


