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CHALICE BOOKSTORE NEWS:
Meet Taryn Cipra and Buy “Opportunity Tickets”
Taryn Cipra, a UU transplant from Manhattan (KS) Unitarian Universalist Fel-
lowship, is the new face around the Chalice Bookstore. 
If you haven’t already met Taryn, you’ll get a chance when she helps launch the 
Opportunity Ticket Sales beginning the first Sunday in August. 
And to answer the obvious question: The Opportunity Ticket Sales are an afford-
able way to benefit First UU’s Operating Fund.
Beginning Sunday, August 7th, and continuing through 12:30 pm, Sunday, 
September 4, tickets will be sold for drawings to be held during September First 
Sunday Lunch. Tickets will cost $1.00 each. 
Six different Opportunity drawings will be held:
1)  An iPod Shuffle (not new, but checked out and works perfectly, and still in 
original box)
2) A pair of tickets for to a Wichita Community Theatre production of your 
choice.
3)  A pair of tickets to the premiere production of Anne Welsbacher’s play, 
“Road to Rouen,”  Center for the Arts (November date TBA)
4)  A pair of tickets to a Wichita Wings Professional Soccer game (tickets not yet 
printed, but donation confirmed by the General Manager of Hartman Arena).
5) One hour massage donated by Lara Pollock, DOM.
6)  A $25 Dillon’s gift certificate.
Something for everybody! One need not be present to win, so buy tickets  for 
yourself and as gifts for your neighbor, your boss, your uncle, your ex, your 
sweetie, your... you get the idea. It’s an inexpensive way to definitely benefit the 
church and possibly yourself. 
Taryn and Del Smith will be selling tickets on Sundays. If you need to purchase 
tickets at a time other than Sunday, please let Del  (316-612-0826) know and 
she’ll make arrangements. If you’d like to take a block of tickets to sell, that can 
be arranged with Del as well. 

Bring Stuff for a Cookout!
First Sunday lunch on August 6th is 
a COOK OUT!  
You do not need to MAKE a dish, you 
can bring items listed below.
If you do prepare a dish, please make 
a label with ingredients for those with 
food allergies.
Please call Judy at 706-0412 or email 
her at violinjudy@gmail.com.
Please sign up to bring one or more of 
the following:
Hamburger or Hot Dog Buns (we need 
six packages of each)
Relish Tray (lettuce leaves, sliced  
onions and tomatos)
Cheese slices
Potato chips
Baked beans
Watermelons (2)
Dessert, like pie, 
cakes or cookies
4-5 lbs ground beef 
patties.
5 packages kosher hotdogs.
ALSO I need volunteers to prep food 
during the service and GRILL. It 
would be nice to have two or three 
volunteers to rotate outside to do the 
grilling so we don’t get heat stroke!  
We should have a really yummy meal 
and good fellowship so please partici-
pate!

Church Directories  
are ready for pickup 

at the church!

Worship Committee Looking for New Members!
The Worship committee is looking for additional members. We meet on the 
third Thursday of every month and brainstorm ideas for services. We also have 
the privilege of really getting to know our congregation and their many talents. 
We also meet lots of wonderful people outside of our congregation! We are also 
looking for a special person to take charge of keeping the pulpit area tidy and 
ready to go on Sunday mornings. If you are interested please contact Amy Geyer 
at amy@inannasjourney.com or 440-3097. 
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Minister’s Musings    
This Guitar Kills Fascists
Picture me driving home listening to Fresh Air on NPR. 
Dave Davies, sitting in for Terri Gross, is interviewing an 
investigative reporter. The reporter is detailing numerous 
reasons why the government has prosecuted or penalized so 
few of the institutions or individuals behind the scandalous 

Wall Street/Real Estate debacle that led to both the financial ruination of many 
thousands and the infamous bank “bail-out.” 
Hands on the wheel, eyes to the road, I follow each argument as it twists and 
turns. For instance, if the banks are penalized, they could crash, leaving thou-
sands, or tens of thousands, without jobs, leading to economic instability and so-
cial disaster. Historical precedents are cited, various theories are reviewed, and 
socio-economic pundits are quoted. There then follows an elaboration of how it 
came to be that – yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus - banks and other financial 
institutions under scrutiny for misconduct were given sanction by the govern-
ment to oversee, regulate, and report on themselves. Okay, I’m still listening, 
howbeit in an increasingly skeptical but nonetheless engaged way, trying for the 
life of me to discern the must-be-there-somewhere logic.
Please, for a moment, let me call to mind the background that makes this a hot 
topic. At home and abroad, great numbers of “middle class” women and men are 
wrestling with wholesale layoffs, skyrocketing unemployment, rising expenses, 
and dwindling incomes, all the while contending with the loss of their residenc-
es, conveyances, savings, and common creature comforts. Among America’s 
immigrant population, many are deprived of liberty itself - cast into prison for 
the crime of being in the wrong place at the wrong time – victimized for being 
of the wrong ethnicity, class, or legal status according to the status quo. Too 
often, one reads of multinational corporations and their robustly moneyed CEOs 
getting away with murder, figurative and literal. In some circles, social analysts 
marvel that the victims – frustrated by debilitated financial resources but unable 
(or unwilling) to jettison the insatiable consumer psychology – fail to identify 
and curtail the misdeeds of those at the root of their woes and instead, impas-
sioned by media doublespeak, neglect or brazenly oppose those seeking to help 
while championing the very parties responsible for their degradation. Moreover, 
intellectuals talk of a growing sense of individual isolation and helplessness 
heightened by a digitized social networking system built on speed and slick 
surfaces – lacking in depth or accountability – and antithetical to commitment. 
And finally, mass media provides for those addicted to or enamored of such dis-
tractions an ardent host of good looking spin-doctors mouthing disinformation, 
pedaling hype, and countenancing the wholesale erosion of truth and beauty. 
Against this gruesome backdrop, some few commit suicide, some few commit 
homicide, while most struggle against dysfunction as they scramble to reas-
semble their shattered lives.
But enough background. Again, picture me driving home listening as the jour-
nalist being interviewed turns to the case of the many, many individuals who 
have, under oath, testified to lying and misrepresenting facts and thereby real-
izing for themselves astronomical financial gains. Under law, she continues, it 
has been found that these parties are very often not guilty of actually committing 
any crime – lying is not necessarily criminal – and consequently there is govern-
mental reluctance to mount costly and time-consuming judiciary processes that 
might lead to…
But that is where and when I’d heard enough. I am not buying it. Rather, I felt 
welling up the kind of fury that inspired Mark Twain to coin the barb: “Sup-
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Expanded Options for In Touch Delivery
Beginning with the September edition of In Touch, three options for delivery 
will be available to members and friends of First UU.
The plan, approved by the Board of Trustees at their July 20 meeting, provides 
that persons who have e-mail capability, but who are receiving paper copies by 
US mail be requested to consider alternate delivery of In Touch. There will be 
three options for delivery of our monthly newsletter:  
1)  E-mail delivery;
2)  Receive by US mail;
3)  Pick up a hard copy at the church.
No changes in delivery will be made without express authorization by the af-
fected individual. In addition to this article, persons will be contacted by e-mail 
to inform them of the options. 
Why such a proposal?  The June In Touch was mailed to approximately 140 
addresses. Sixty-two of the recipients have e-mail addresses listed with the 
church. If everyone switched to e-mail, a savings of more then $300 just for 
postage could be achieved (44 cents per stamp). Admittedly, that’s not a huge 
amount, but every savings helps our church budget.
Additionally fewer paper copies will reduce the cost of paper and toner and 
honor our Green Sanctuary intention. 
What next?   If you currently receive the newsletter by U.S. Mail and are will-
ing to switch to either e-mail delivery or to pick up a hard copy at the church, let 
Office Manager Krista Schnee know. 
Make sure she has the best e-mail 
address for you. The sooner you let 
her know your preference (e-mail or 
hard copy) the better. She needs lead 
time to edit the mailing labels for the 
September newsletter. 
Do nothing if you are currently 
receiving In Touch by e-mail or wish 
to remain on the mailing list. 
The proposal originated with the 
Newsletter Mailing Crew, which 
meets at 9:30 on the 4th Wednesdays 
(Del Smith, Debra Clements, Jean 
Babcock and Anita Culp).  
– Del Smith,  
at the direction of the Board. 

In July, the Boston Globe Magazine 
ran a feature article on Rev. James 
Reeb, a Unitarian Universalist minister 
who was killed in Selma, Alabama, in 
March of 1965. 
[The website, www.boston.com/
lifestyle/articles/2011/07/17/fbi_re-
opens_civil_rights_era_cold_case_
painful_past , also includes a terrific 
slideshow.] 
He had gone there in response to Mar-
tin Luther King’s call for ministers to 
join protests for voting rights. The ar-
ticle details the death of Rev. Reeb and 
the aftermath of his killing, along with 
the FBI’s recent review of the case. 
The online version also contains a 
video featuring Rev. Jack Mendelsohn, 
minister emeritus of First Parish of 
Bedford, Massachusetts, and former 
senior minister of the Arlington Street 
Church in Boston.
If you are interested in learning more 
about the Unitarian Universalist pres-
ence in Selma in 1965, Rev. Richard 
Leonard’s Call to Selma: Eighteen 
Days of Witness – available both in 
print and as an eBook – provides a 
compelling first-hand account of those 
turbulent days. 
To enhance your experience reading 
Call to Selma, we have compiled a 
number of additional resources which 
are available for free on the Skinner 
House Companion Resources page. 
These resources include the chapter 
on Rev. Reeb from Jack Mendelsohn’s 
book The Martyrs: Sixteen Who Gave 
Their Lives for Racial Justice, which 
will be included in the Amazon Kindle 
edition of Call to Selma for a limited 
time beginning Friday, July 22.   
The Globe article is a fascinating 
glimpse into an important piece of our 
shared national heritage, a reminder of 
how far we’ve come, and an inspira-
tion for the work we still have to do. 
I hope you find it as illuminating as I 
did.
Happy Reading,
Rose Hanig, UUA Bookstore Manager

Rev. James Reeb Remembered in Recent Articles and Books
To Rev. James Joseph Reeb, one couldn’t just believe in social justice; one had to defend it.
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Mistaken Identity [You’ve Probably Already Heard This One, But Still... !]
A man was being tailgated by a stressed out woman on a busy boulevard, when suddenly, the 
light turned yellow, just in front of him. He did the right thing and stopped, even though he could 
have beaten the red light by accelerating through the intersection. 
The tailgating woman hit the roof, and the horn, screaming in frustration as she missed her 
chance to get through the intersection. 
As she was still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked up into the face of a very 
serious police officer. The officer ordered her to exit her car with her hands up. He took her to the 
police station where she was searched, fingerprinted, photographed, and placed in a holding cell. 
After several hours, a policeman approached the cell and opened the door. She was escorted 
back to the booking desk where the arresting officer was waiting with her personal effects. 
He said, “I’m very sorry for this mistake. You see, I pulled up behind your car while you were 
blowing your horn, flipping off the guy in front of you, and cussing a blue streak at him. I noticed 
the ‘Choose Life’ license plate, the ‘What Would Jesus Do?’ bumper sticker, the ‘Follow Me to 
Sunday-School’ bumper sticker, and the chrome-plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk...
naturally, I assumed you had stolen the car.”

[This Guitar Kills Fascism cont’d from page 2]
pose you were an idiot. Now suppose 
you were a member of congress. But I 
repeat myself.” 
I drive up my street and park. Disqui-
eted and disaffected, I sit there in the 
car for a moment. Then Bob Dylan’s 
lyric comes to mind:

They say that patriotism is the last 
refuge

To which a scoundrel clings
Steal a little and they throw you in jail

Steal a lot and they make you king
There’s only one step down from here, 

baby
It’s called the land of permanent bliss

What’s a sweetheart like you
Doing in a dump like this?

(from “Sweetheart Like You”)
The verses have a cleansing effect on 
me. I feel rescued and restored by his 
muses. Their eyes afire and their beau-
ty beaming, the muses are always able 
to sing me back to wakefulness from 
the nightmare of lies current in the 
world. There are racist lies, sexist lies, 
classist lies, take your pick. Boldly 
proclaimed by some, or tacitly accept-
ed many, misconceptions abound.
There is the notion, for example, that 
our prisons are disproportionately 
filled with African American men 
because a greater percentage of blacks, 
being of an inferior race, merit incar-
ceration. Or there is the notion that the 
world’s present financial crisis is due 
to the current administration’s incom-
petency and flawed vision, with no 
connection whatsoever to initiatives 
hatched under the previous administra-
tion’s watch. The list goes on and on.
But the muses, with their sublime vi-
sion, rob me of my disquiet, restoring 
in its place peace and joy. Their vision 
is synonymous with aesthetic wisdom, 
and assisted by enlightened religious 
and philosophical discourse, clarifies 
all discussion of crime and punish-
ment. I find intolerable any purport-
edly informed discourse unmindful 
of the subtleties and breadth of that 
vision. It is the ethical perspective of 
divinity, bequeathed us by the muses 
of truth and beauty, and purveyed by 

their devotees, the prophetic artists of 
every generation. My sensibilities had 
been stung by the reporter’s incre-
mentally appalling “spin,” but Dylan’s 
perspicacious lyric and the chain of 
thoughts it loosed were healing.
Dylan is master poet appearing in a 
hoary genealogy of bards. Early in 
his career, he acknowledged in song 
Woody Guthrie’s influence as a prede-
cessor “guru.”  Additionally, with what 
is arguably the highest form of praise, 
Dylan offered tribute to this “singing 
master of the soul” by affecting Guth-
rie’s persona in all ways – literary, 
political, sartorial – even adopting his 
predecessor’s peripatetic lifestyle. 
Guthrie, whose guitar bore the epithet 
“this machine kills fascists,” famously 
quipped that during the Dust Bowl 
days, he was among the starving 
hordes who made the perilous exodus 
to California only to be forced into 
competition for slave wages while 
“living on soup so thin even politi-
cians could see through it.” 
Art has been a healing presence in my 
life for as long as I can remember. The 
NPR interview had cast my memory 
back to the sixties when prophetic 
artists – William Blake, W.B. Yeats, 
Langston Hughes, James Baldwin, 
Dostoevsky, Kafka, Alfred Bester, 
Theodore Sturgeon and others –res-
cued my intellect from the deadening 
effects of the “feel-bad” education I 
was subjected to. 
The broadcast made me remember 
how Joao Gilberto’s Bossa Nova 

melodies entered and healed my 
broken heart through my opened ears; 
how in 1966 Donovan’s honeyed voice 
poured poetry that thrilled, filled, and 
fed me; and how the High Priestess, 
Nina Simone, had set my soul on fire 
with her classically trained musical 
virtuosity, her brooding incantations, 
and her fiery rage. And I recalled how 
later, Bob Marley had appeared on the 
scene to restore hope and joy un-
bounded in me, resurrecting my faith 
in human excellence and goodness. 
So the muses brought to mind Marley 
and Dylan and all the brilliant artists 
across the ages who have opened my 
eyes and nourished my soul with their 
courage, their tenderness, and their 
humor. 
That genealogy of prophetic artists – 
spanning the ages and including in its 
ranks notables such as John Gay, Jona-
than Swift, Mary Shelly, James Bald-
win, William Styron, Bashevis Singer, 
Toni Morrison, Buffy Saint-Marie, 
Joni Mitchell, Peter Lafarge, Robin 
Williamson, and Van Morrison – has 
indemnified me and all others anointed 
by their wisdom, perspicacity, good-
ness, and grace against exploitation by 
the dogs of deceit, 
whoever they 
may be, and 
however 
highly 
placed.
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EvEry Month at First UU
Full Moon Dances are open to both women and men. Join in the dance to 
connect with the earth’s power, celebrate the elements, and discover your 
personal power. Information: C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, (708) G0-CUUPS or 
(708) 402-8877. E-mail is cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
New Moon Circle meets at the church. Intended to complement the Full 
Moon Dances, we offer this time to gather on the New Moon for study, 
meditation, and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth.  
C.U.U.P.S. of Wichita, (708) G0-CUUPS or (708) 402-8877. E-mail 
cuupsks@gmail.com, or on Facebook.
Eclectic Readers group meet the 3rd Friday of the month at 11:30 a.m. at 
the church. Contact: Del Smith, 612-0826
Book Discussion Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Joe Brewer, 2531 N Roosevelt. You are 
welcome to attend whether or not you have read the book. Information: 
686-8575 
Ethical Eating group meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30 
p.m. Meal followed/accompanied by round table discussion. Bring a 
vegan dish to share! Contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115, or dwaltner@
sbcglobal.net, for additional information.
Membership Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10 a.m.
Personnel Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10:15 a.m. in the library.
Dinners for Eight. Date varies. Contact Maxine Wells, 681-0442 or Mar-
cia Ellsworth, 688-5352.
Music Committee meets the fourth Sunday following service.

EvEry WEEk at First UU
Tai Chi classes on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Cost: $5 per class. Dress comfort-
ably. Information: David Larsen, 612-4726 or davidlarsen@sbcglobal.net 
Adult RE meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the southwest corner 
R.E. room. Current topic: Skeptics and Believers. Contact: Corey Swertf-
ager, 201-6921
Meditation: Establishing a Practice taught by Rev. Carter. This class 
is an introduction to Sitting Meditation, helping students learn to bring 
about a state of inner peacefulness and happiness, learn to reduce stress 
and to integrate the personality. The class also discusses the philosophy, 
goals, and techniques of the Science of Yoga. For further information, 
feel free to contact Rev. Carter by email at Minister@FirstUU.net. 
Meditation and Book Discussion on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Contact: Bob 
Feleppa, 304-9170
“AA” for Non-Christians Step Study on Fridays at 6 p.m.  For alco-
holics, or people who think they may be alcoholics, who prefer an AA 
meeting with an orientation other than orthodox Christian, i.e.: agnostic, 
Jewish, Pagan, Spiritualist, Buddhist, Hindu, atheist, etc. Christians are, 
of course, welcome. For more information, contact Kathryn at 210-2731.

Book Discussion group 
Johannes Cabal,  
The Necromancer
The book discussion group has chosen 
something very different for August. 
Johannes Cabal, The Necromancer by 
Jonathan L. Howard is a charmingly 
gothic, fiendishly funny Faustian tale 
about a brilliant scientist who makes a 
deal with the Devil, twice. 
Join us for lively discussion at the 
home of Joe Brewer on August 10, 
2011, at 7:30 p.m. 
You will be welcommed whether you 
have read the book or not. For Sep-
tember we will be reading Travels with 
Charley in Search of America by John 
Steinbeck to bring us back to reality.

eclectic reaDers 
August and September  
Selection
Living up to our name, the Eclectic  
“The Ghost Map” by Steven Johnson 
is the choice for our August 19 meet-
ing. Critics describe the book as an 
“awesome, intricate, well researched 
and brilliant written” account of the 
worst cholera outbreak in Victorian 
London. Don’t be put off by what 
some may consider a morbid topic. It’s 
much, much more than a “book about 
a dreadful disease.” 
A recent novel, “Bound,” by Antonya 
Nelson is the September 16 selec-
tion. Nelson is a native of Wichita and 
many of her novels and short stories, 
including “Bound,” have a local set-
ting. The library has 9 copies, but it’s 
very popular with local readers. It 
might be wise to put it on hold when 
the time comes.  Amazon has it avail-
able at reasonable prices, hardback, 
softback and Kindle versions.
Bring a brown bag lunch and join us 
at 11:30 on the third Friday of every 
month. All are welcome, whether to 
read and discuss one particular book 
or with a monthly commitment to read 
the book. If you have questions, ask 
one of the regulars: Anne Bailey, Jean 
Babcock, Anita Culp, Del Smith, Jean 
Vaughn.

And when Love speaks, the voices of all the gods  

make heaven drowsy with its harmony.

- William Shakespeare
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JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!
http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Wichita-KS/First-Unitarian-Uni-

versalist-Church
-of-Wichita/309466449575

RE Corner
We are halfway through the summer at 
this point and have had some very fun 
and interesting lessons.  
I’d like to thank the following con-
gregation members for giving of their 
time and talents for the kids:  Frank 
Ruf, Jean Babcock, Susan Hund-
Milne, Ashley Roberts and Cody 
Bech, and Anne Bailey.  
We’ve had activities ranging from 
family trees to balloon animals and 
from beading to creating a rainbow 
flag.  
Coming up, we’ll be learning about 
first aid, singing folk songs, and  
possibly performing a short play… 
plus more!  
So hope to see you soon.  Remember, 
it’s lots more fun when you are here!
– Denise Jackson-Simon  (DRE)

Thanks to Musicians
The Music Committee would like to 
thank the people who have filled in for 
our musician, Jenny Bowen, during 
June and July.  
The paid substitutes were Jordan Voth 
in June and Marta Prugar and Shannon 
Woolard in July.  
In addition, Judy Naillon and Ermalee 
Skillman stepped up to fill in when 
needed in July.  Thanks to all of you.  
We look forward to having Jenny back 
in August.  
– Jean Vaughn, Chair 

From the Treasurer:
As predicted, we ended the fiscal 
year with a loss – some $14,000. 
We did quite well with fundraising 
projects but too many people did not 
or could not pay their pledges.
Don’t forget the Church just because 
it is summer, our expenses continue 
even when attendance is down! 
We are still accepting payments on 
last year’s pledges! (No surprise 
there!). 
– Anne Bailey, Church Treasurer
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Return Service Requested

First Unitarian Universalist Church
7202 E 21st St N
Wichita, KS 67206

www.FirstUU.net

Sunday Programs
9:30 a.m. Adult Religious Exploration
11:00 a.m. Children’s RE and Nursery

11:00 a.m. Worship Service
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Vision statement 
It Is our VIsIon: 

To be a growing, inclusive, vital  
congregation that encourages shared values 

amidst differing beliefs and nurtures  
creative exploration of intellectual  

and spiritual paths.

To be a visible community leader that  
promotes human equity and compassion, 

and celebrates life through the arts.
 

MIssIon stateMent  
Our mission, consistent with  

Unitarian Universalist principles,  
is to provide a joyful, safe, healing  

environment where diversity is embraced. 

We will inspire and uplift the whole person 
through enriching programs and services 

for all ages, and serve the larger  
community through social action  
and active promotion of the arts.

upcomIng servIces 
August 
7 —   Dianne Walter:
  Friendship Day 
14 —  Rev. David Carter 
21 —  Lara Pollock
28 —  Rev. David Carter

Labor Day Potluck Picnic
Everyone is welcome to come and 
enjoy the Labor Day Potluck picnic on 
September 5 at 5:00 p.m. at First UU 
Church.
RSVP is not required. Call Dan Rea-
gan at 942-3491 with questions.

Jack Regehr and Judy Naillon’s daughter, Niecy Nash Regehr,  
will have her baby dedication ceremony during the service  

on Sunday, Aug. 28th with a lunch/reception/birthday party to follow. 
All members are welcome to attend!


