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From the Treasurer

By Anne Bailey
We are just managing to stay current
on our obligations. There are several
ways you could make our financial
position a little more positive:
(1) Buy Dillon’s certificates (we make
4% on each $ that you spend). See
Bonnie Till on Sunday mornings.
(2) Do your Christmas shopping at
Amazon through our website (www.
FirstUU.net). Go to the First UU website and click on the “Amazon” button
to order online. We get a percentage of
whatever you spend with Amazon!
(3) Don’t forget to get your pledge up
to date before the end of the year to
include it in your Charitable Contributions for 2010.
Thanks for supporting First UU of
Wichita!

12/03/10 New Moon Circle
12/04/10 Caring Committee
12/04/10 Dinners for Eight
Christmas Dinner Party (Offsite)
12/05/10 First Sunday Lunch
12/05/10 Second Annual Vegan
Holiday Potluck
12/05/10 CHALICE BOOKSTORE
HOLIDAY BOOKSALE BEGINS
12/12/10 All-Church White Elephant
Christmas Party

For Your Holiday Shopping Pleasure!:

First UU Holiday Galleria Open Dec. 5 – 19

By LaRilla Combs and Del Smith, Chalice Bookstore
Looking for a sleek new T-shirt? Order the special themed First
UU Church of Wichita T-SHIRT! Order on December 5th and we
expect delivery by Dec. 24th.
Looking for a new “pick-me’up” for your coffee or tea? Buy the special UU
COFFEE/TEA MUGS. A limited supply will be available at the sale.
Looking for that thought-provoking or inspirational BOOK? Choose from the
large variety of titles in the UU Bookstore catalogue. Or choose books from the
book table. We’ll have both new books and like-new books to pique your fancy.
Looking for a UU ACCESSORY? Order your favorite from the Uni-Uniques
catalogue.
Not sure what you’re looking for? No worries, there’s MORE: check out our
“LIKE-NEW” REGIFTABLES that include a Frida Kahlo Artbox, Holiday
ornaments, jewelry, CDs, DVDs , and many more treasures. These items are in
stock and ready to slip into your shopping bag.
Donations of the above items are solicited and greatly appreciated. Please have
your donations to the church by 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 4. You may call Del
Smith (612-0826) to arrange a time outside regular office hours. Also, the church
will be open at 8 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 4, to receive your donations.
Upon request we will provide forms to show the tax deduction value of items
donated to the sale.
The Galleria is sponsored by the Chalice Bookstore and is an annual fundraiser
for First UU Church of Wichita. We appreciate your generosity!

A Gift for the Season!:

Enjoy a Concert Service at First UU on Dec. 12!

Susan Urban and The Bittersweet Christmas Band (http://uuwisewoman.
tripod.com/bittersweetband) will be live in concert at 11 a.m. on Sunday,
Dec. 12, 2010, at the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Wichita.
Their holiday service, “DANCE IN THE DARK OF THE YEAR — THE WINTER SOLSTICE,” reminds us that in the mid-winter festivals of light there is
something for everyone to celebrate, from the most devoutly believing Christian
to the most confirmed Atheist.
Urban says, “As we meditate on this darkest time of the year and simultaneously
turn back toward the light, we will invite everyone to honor whatever most
closely touches their hearts and minds.”
Urban is a Chicago-based Unitarian Universalist Circuit Rider; you can read
more about her at <http://uuwisewoman.tripod.com/id6.html>.
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Minister’s Musings

Poem Homage to Kirtida:

Kirtida was
my friend. She
lived on four
continents and
on each she was
celebrated as a saint by those who
knew her. In the midst of a brilliant
nursing career, she was stricken by
cancer.
Given only months to live after intensive treatment, she cheated death
for many more years, astounding
medical authorities. During that
time she served around the world,
an extraordinarily talented nurse,
philanthropist, and spiritual guide.
She never married and never had
children. But she used her considerable savings (she earned well and
lived frugally) for the welfare of
others.
At the time of her death in June of
2001, Kirtida evinced a preternatural joy and unearthly beauty that
substantiated her reputation as a
saintly soul, and she lives on in the
hearts of all who knew her, the rarest and best of friends.

Assessment Survey

The Board of Trustees will conduct an assessment survey on
Sunday, December 5, 2010.
Your participation in the assessment is extremely important to
us. Please take a few minutes and
complete the survey. You can either
leave the completed survey at the
church or mail the completed survey back to the church.
The Board of Trustees will use this
document as a guide and planning
instrument in the coming year. If
you have any questions please contact Mike Felton at 263-7758.
Thank You,
The Board of Trustees

www.FirstUU.net

Vegan Holidays
By Dianne Waltner

It’s almost time for the second
community vegan holiday potluck
dinner at 1st UU!
Following the success of last year’s
dinner (and several inquiries about
hosting one this year), I have
scheduled it for Sunday, Dec. 5. (I
realize that this is also 1st Sunday
lunch but it was, unfortunately, the
only weekend day that worked.)
Doors open at 6 p.m. and we will
begin dinner at approximately 6:30.
I have also invited the Veg Meetup
group and would like to make this
a community event.
I hope that many of you will be
able to join us – just bring a vegan
dish (no meat – including chicken
or beef broth, dairy, eggs, or honey.)
For those of you who would like to
attend but may not have an idea of
what to bring, check out the following websites:
www.vegweb.com/
www.chooseveg.com/vegan-recipes.asp
www.cok.net/lit/recipes/
www.all-creatures.org/recipes.html
www.veganmeat.com/recipie.html
www.peta.org/living/vegetarianliving/Celebrate-a-Vegan-Holiday.
aspx
There are also numerous vegan
cookbooks in the public library.
This is a great opportunity to taste
a wide variety of delicious plantbased dishes. Last year there was
so much food, I got full before
even getting to sample everything!
Email (dwaltner@sbcglobal.net) or
call me (946-1115) if you have any
questions. Hope to see you there!

www.FirstUU.net

December Concert: “How Come Christmas” Returns

Join us Friday, Dec. 17, at 7 p.m., for a special holiday celebration featuring Dick Welsbacher reading “How Come Christmas” by Roark Bradford. The reading joins other musical offerings in First UU’s December
concert, continuing the church’s new monthly concert series tradition. All
concerts are held at the church, at 7202 E. 21st Street. Call Kat at 6843481 for more information.
Welsbacher’s reading of the classic “How Come Christmas” marks the
return of a longtime annual First UU tradition for the first time in more
than a decade.
The story features the preachings of a small-town minister in the early20th-century American South, speaking to a flock of children in his
one-room church. Longtime church member Dick Welsbacher is professor emeritus at Wichita State University’s theatre department, where he
headed the department, taught, and directed, and he has acted, directed,
and performed commercially throughout Wichita.

RE Corner: Holiday

Happenings

The end of October in RE was exciting with our celebrations of United
Nations Day and The Day of the Dead. We had three high school foreign
exchange students visit and share a little about life in their countries. On
Halloween, we learned the history of All Hallows Eve and created an altar
in honor of loved ones who have passed. It was heartwarming to hear the
happy memories the children and youth have of these special people and
pets.
This month, we have continued exploring our Tapestry of Faith curriculums. On November 21, the children and youth presented “Grateful to
be a UU” as part of the intergenerational service. Thank you to all who
participated in our poll.
Remember Pennies for Peace? Coming up on December 1, several of us
will be attending Greg Mortenson’s presentation at the Hughes Complex.
He is the author of Three Cups of Tea and Stones for Schools. There will
be a box supper provided at 5:00 at church. We will then head over to the
complex for the 7:00 presentation. See Bonnie Till for more details.
Please mark your calendars for our December 19 Intergenerational Service, A Festival of Light, presented by our children and youth. And kids,
keep coming to church. It’s much more fun when you are here!
Denise Jackson-Simon (DRE)

3

Things You Should Know:

BUY YOUR HOLIDAY GROCERIES AND SUPPORT FIRST UU: Purchasing Dillons Certificates is the easiest way to help First UU raise funds. You can buy certificates from Anne Bailey. They are redeemable at Dillon’s grocery store for all your Holiday needs — You can even redeem them at Kwik Shop!
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5: Reverend Carter will be presenting.
*Don’t forget to bring your appetite! First Sunday Lunch will immediately follow the servce. $6 suggested donation for adults, $4 for children.
*Chalice Bookstore’s Holiday Book Sale begins this Sunday! Do some Christmas shopping and support First
UU at the same time!
*At 6:30 p.m., join us for our Second Annual Vegan Holiday Potluck! Bring a vegan dish to share! For recipe
ideas or details, contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115 or dwaltner@sbcglobal.net.
*The Board of Trustees will conduct an Assessment Survey this Sunday. Your participation in the assessment
is extremely important. The Board of Trustees will use this document as a guide and planning instrument in the
coming year. If you have questions, please contact Mike Felton at 263-7758.
DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING ONLINE AND SUPPORT FIRST UU! Every time you shop at Amazon
from First UU you make money for the church! Whether you’re looking for books, clothes, electronics, or more,
you can find great content and promotions by following the Amazon link features on our HOME PAGE under
the church contact info. http://www.firstuu.net.
*AND- you can find environmentally safe products for Holiday Gifting and support First UU at http://www.
greenraising.com. Just follow the GreenRaising link features on our HOME PAGE!
DECEMBER’S MONTHLY CONCERT: “HOW COME CHRISTMAS” RETURNS: Join us Friday, December 17, at 7 p.m., for a special holiday celebration featuring Dick Welsbacher reading “How Come Christmas”
by Roark Bradford. The reading joins other musical offerings in First UU’s December concert, continuing the
church’s new monthly concert series tradition. All concerts are held at the church, at 7202 E. 21st Street. Call
Kat at 684-3481 for more information. Welsbacher’s reading of the classic “How Come Christmas” marks the
return of a longtime annual First UU tradition for the first time in more than a decade. Longtime church member
Dick Welsbacher is professor emeritus at Wichita State University’s theatre department.
DECEMBER CHALICE BOOKSTORE HOLIDAY BOOKSALE UPDATE: Reliable sources confirm that UU
coffee mugs will be sold at the Chalice Bookstore Sale which runs December 5-19. Donations of coffee table
books, unique subject books, DVDs, CDs and small items which would be suitable for re-gifting are sought. It’s
a great way to “Give the Green Way” (and we don’t mean currency!). Early donations include a Frida Kahlo
Artbox and a like-new book of New Yorker cartoons.) If you’re wondering what might be suitable, ask LaRilla
Combs or Del Smith, your friendly Bookstore helpers. Not to worry, books will be available on the sale table
and we’ll take special orders from the UUA Bookstore 2010-11 catalog.
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY, DECEMBER 10, 2010: Your words can save lives! Each year,
people across the world mark International Human Rights Day by taking part in Amnesty International’s Write
for Rights Global Write-A-Thon – the world’s largest letter-writing event. Sign up today at http://www.amnestyusa.org/writeathon! Writing period is December 4-12, 2010. Contact writeathon@amnestyusa.org with any
questions.
WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR NEXT EVENT POSTED IN NEXT WEEK’S UPDATE OR ORDER OF SERVICE? E-mail your submission to Kat at officemanager@firstuu.net by the Wednesday before for that Friday’s
Update. You’re always welcome to stop by the church during office hours!
GET IN TOUCH ONLINE: For a complete listing of events at First UU, see the monthly calendar in In Touch,
the church newsletter, or www.firstuu.net. To add your name to our email list for In Touch or Update, contact
Kathleen! If you do not wish to receive the weekly e-mail, please contact the church office at officemanager@
firstuu.net or 684-3481.
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Every Month at First UU

Full Moon Dances are open to both women and men. Join in the dance to
connect with the earth’s power, celebrate the elements, and discover your
personal power. Information: Kathy Hull, 267-3860.
New Moon Circle meets at the church. Intended to complement the Full
Moon Dances, we offer this time to gather on the New Moon for study,
meditation, and ritual exploration of earth-centered spiritual growth. Tues.
9/7, 7 p.m. Information: Kathy Hull, 267-3860.
Eclectic Readers group meet the 3rd Friday of the month at 11:30 a.m. at
the church. Contact: Del Smith, 612-0826
Book Discussion Group meets on the second Wednesday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Joe Brewer, 2531 N Roosevelt. You are
welcome to attend whether or not you have read the book. Information:
686-8575
Ethical Eating group meets the second Monday of every month at 6:30
p.m. Meal followed/accompanied by round table discussion. Bring a
vegan dish to share! Contact Dianne Waltner, 946-1115, or dwaltner@
sbcglobal.net, for additional information.
Monday Movie Night meets the Third Monday at 7 p.m. Critically acclaimed movies. Kathryn Vernon selects the films and leads the discussion after each showing. Series coordinator, Kathryn Vernon, 210-2731.
Membership Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10 a.m.
Personnel Committee meets the 4th Sunday at 10:15 a.m. in the library.
Dinners for Eight. Date varies. Contact Maxine Wells, 681-0442 or Marcia Ellsworth, 688-5352.
Music Committee meets the fourth Sunday following service.

Every Week at First UU

Southwind Sangha Zen Buddhist Meditation meets at the church.
Introductory session, 7 p.m., first Wednesday of each month. Also meets
8-9 a.m. on Sundays, 6-7 p.m. on Mondays, 7-8 p.m. on Wednesdays and
6-6:45 p.m. on Thursdays. Half-day retreat on third Saturdays, 8 a.m. to
noon. Information: www.southwindsangha.org, or Kathryn Riley, 6848819, or Del Smith, 612-0826.
Tai Chi classes on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Cost: $5 per class. Dress comfortably. Information: David Larsen, 612-4726 or davidlarsen@sbcglobal.net
Adult RE meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the southwest corner
R.E. room. Current topic: Skeptics and Believers. Contact: Corey Swertfager, 201-6921
Meditation and Book Discussion on Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Contact: Bob
Feleppa, 304-9170

Eclectic Readers

Crocodile on the Sandbank
On Dec. 17 at 11:30 a.m., we will
discuss “The Nine.” Angle of Repose is slated for January.

Book Discussion Group

Next Up: Stones Into Schools
The Book Discussion Group, which
meets at the home of Joe Brewer,
will be talking about The Lacuna, A
Novel, by Barbara Kingsolver.
Book discussion group is reading Greg Mortenson’s Stones Into
Schools, the followup book to his
Three Cups of Tea. We meet at 7
p.m. on the second Monday, Dec.
8, at the home of Joe Brewer.

Call for Nominations for
UUA Trustee
Four-year term commences 6/2011

Congregations are invited to
nominate one or more persons for
the position of Trustee for Prairie
Star District on the Board of the
Unitarian Universalist Association.
Nominations must be submitted
at the address below by 5 p.m. on
February 1, 2011.
Trustee Election Committee
c/o Prairie Star District, UUA
122 W. Franklin Ave., Suite 303
Minneapolis, MN 55404
Additional information about the
election process is available at
www.psduua.org/Documents/UUATrusteeElectionProcess.

Monday Movie Night: Manhattan

On Monday, Dec. 20 at 7 p.m., we will view Manhattan.
“In the thick of a midlife crisis, television writer Isaac Davis (Woody Allen) finds himself torn between the sweet but far
too young Tracy (Mariel Hemingway, who received an Oscar nod for the role) and his best friend’s mistress, Mary (Diane
Keaton). Shot in black and white and in wide-screen format – both firsts for director Allen – this film is as much a paean
to the city he calls home as it is a tale of Davis’s romantic foibles.”
HELP! Monday Movie Night is in dire need of a decent DVD/Amplifier. We are now limping along on the sound that
comes out of the projector—which is faint at best.
Also, the DVD player fell off the table this Monday, so it may not be functional anymore. If you have an extra that you
would like to donate, please contact Kathryn at 210-2731.
www.FirstUU.net
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President’s Report By Trina Wheeler

November is more than half gone and Thanksgiving will be here before the week is out. Today, Denise and the
RE kids and teachers gave a wonderful service. I’ve had more than a few people agree with me that the skits
were great. We’re really fortunate to have such a talented group of kids. Thanks to Denise and the adult volunteers who make it all come together.
Your board of trustees has been very busy lately. We’re working on developing a Survey that we’ll begin passing around December 5th at the first Sunday lunch. December 5th will be a very busy day at the church with
first Sunday lunch, the book store sale, and the survey. The purpose of the survey is to get a better picture of
who we are, members and friends, so that we can plan our year according to the needs of the members.
Another important and timely activity we’re doing is a collection for the Interfaith Ministries overflow shelters for the homeless. The overflow shelters operate from November through March in a variety of locations
throughout the city. Interfaith ministries relies on the help of a variety of groups to keep the shelters running
smoothly. Various organizations help by providing an evening meal; offering their building for shelter; donating
cash, personal hygiene products, winter clothing, etc… We asked what they need most and the answer is men’s
underwear and socks. So, look for the giant gift bag in the foyer where you can drop off packages of men’s
white socks, and white underwear sizes medium and large. The items donated do not have to be expensive, but
they do have to be new. We will package the items in individual paper bags and deliver them to IFM once each
month. We’ll be scheduling “packing parties” on the second Sunday of each month. Pizza, anyone?
I know you’re all busy, certainly I am. With the holidays approaching there will be work parties, neighborhood
gatherings, family gatherings near and far. My hope for all of us is that our Church can nurture us through this
busy, and often stressful time of year. Have a great thanksgiving all.

Thank You to UU

Dear First Unitarian Universtalist Church of Wichita,
Thank you very much for hosting our concert at your church. Everyone there
was very helpful with taking donations, running the snack bar (great idea too),
having the doors unlocked etc. We found the sanctuary to be a perfect venue for
our music and we had such a wonderful time performing there. The essence of a
concert is the audience and I think the church helped us attract the right audience for the music. I hope your concert series continues to grow as I feel you are
making great effort and contribution to support Wichita culture by promoting art
that may not fit standard genres or venues. We hope to have the opportunity to
work with you again in the future.
Thanks again, best wishes and blessings to all of you,
Trevor Stewart and Earthlines

Clothing Drive for IFM

First UU is doing is a collection for
the Interfaith Ministries overflow
shelters for the homeless.
We’re collecting men’s white
socks, and white underwear sizes
medium and large. The items donated do not have to be expensive,
but they do have to be new.
We’ll schedule “packing parties”
on the second Sunday of each
month for packaging the donations
and delivering them to the shelters.
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It is a great sellout of religion
to insist that it has much to teach us
about abortion or gay marriage
but little useful to say about
social justice, war and peace,
the organization of our work lives,
the death penalty, immigration policy
or our approach to providing for the old, the
sick, and the desperate.
—EJ Dionne

And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice cold in the snow,
stood puzzling and puzzling, how could it be so?
It came without ribbons. It came without tags.
It came without packages, boxes or bags.
And he puzzled and puzzled ‘till his puzzler was sore.
Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn’t before.
What if Christmas, he thought, doesn’t come from a store?
What if Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more?
— Dr. Seuss
www.FirstUU.net

First Unitarian Universalist Church
7202 E 21st St N
Wichita, KS 67206
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Upcoming Services

December 5 — Rev. David Carter
December 12 — Special Music:
Susan Urban and friends
December 19 —
Intergenerational Holiday Service with
Denise Jackson-Simon and RE kids
December 24 — Christmas Eve service
December 26 — Tom Page

Vision Statement
It is our vision:

To be a growing, inclusive,
vital congregation that encourages
shared values amidst differing beliefs
and nurtures creative exploration of
intellectual and spiritual paths.
To be a visible community leader that
promotes human equity and compassion,
and celebrates life through the arts.

Mission Statement

Our mission, consistent with
Unitarian Universalist principles,
is to provide a joyful, safe,
healing environment
where diversity is embraced.
We will inspire and uplift the whole
person through enriching programs
and services for all ages, and serve the
larger community through social action
and active promotion of the arts.

www.FirstUU.net

